We thank the following for their service during our worship service:

Lay Reader: Elizabeth Olivier

THE PRAYER REQUEST CARDS in the pews may be placed in the offering or in the
Prayer Request Boxes in the reading area and the narthex area, or you may
email the Prayer Ministry Team at prayer@frontstreetumc.org. We thank team
member Vickie Sykes, who will be in the Prayer Room on our behalf at noon
to pray for requests given on the Prayer Request Cards.

UPDATED FOOD LIST FOR BACKPACK MINISTRY

This academic year, our Backpack Ministry supplies food for 200 children at
Eastlawn Elementary. Here are our current needs: oatmeal packets, peanut
butter in plastic jars, rice, and soup. Please deposit donations outside the
church office.

TREES OF LOVE

Thank you to everyone who has adorned our Trees of Love to share Christ
with our neighbors this season. Please return all items (unwrapped) to the
trees by today. Note: if you are donating money or gift cards, please return to
the church office.

SMALL GROUP INTEREST SURVEY

Pastor Stephan will be offering a new small group study beginning in January.
The topic is TBD, but will include something of “discerning the next steps of our
church.” To help us with planning, if you are interested in parficipating in this
study, please complete a short survey by December 21 at
www.frontstreetumc.org/features.

AN INVITATION TO ALL CHILDREN

Do you have a child or grandchild who would enjoy dressing up and
participating in our Christmas Eve service?2 Be an angel, a sheep, a donkey,
or a cow. Costumes are provided (or you can wear your own). Pick up your
costume before the service in the Welcome Center, and gather in the
Narthex at 4:.55 p.m. Questionse Contact Ms. Melissa at
melissa@frontstreetumc.org .

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT FRONT STREET
¢ Christmas Eve Service
December 24 at 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
¢ Christmas Day Service
December 25 at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Note: ONE service only and no nursery, childcare, or children’s
Sunday School

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

The church office will be closed December 23, 26, and 27 for Christmas, and
January 2 for New Year's Day. Merry Christmas and a very happy New Year
from all the staff at FSUMC!

2022 CONTRIBUTIONS DEADLINE

A friendly reminder from the Church Office: in order for confributions to be
included as a confribution towards your 2022 statement, please have mail
postmarked or dropped at the church office NO LATER THAN December 30
(the office is closed on the 31st). All contributions received after December
31 will be applied to your 2023 statement. Please note: When you provide a
check as payment, you authorize us either to use information from your
check to make a one-fime electronic fund transfer from your account or to
process the payment as a check transaction.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

Date Aldersgate 11:00 Total
11/20 45 153 198
11/27 37 143 180
12/4 42 170 212
12/11 50 264 314

SEE BACK OF BULLETIN FOR MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHURCH CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 18, 2022

Sunday, December 18

8:45 Aldersgate Contemporary Worship Aldersgate Hall

9:45 Sunday School Classrooms
9:45 Aldersgate Praise Band Rehearsal Chapel
11:00 Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary

5:30 UMYF Christmas Party Huneycutt's home

Wednesday, December 21

2:00 Fresh Mobile Market Church Parking Lot

Friday, December 23 - Office Closed

Saturday, December 24

5:00 Christmas Eve Service Sanctuary

Sunday, December 25

10:00 One Combined Worship Service Sanctuary

OFFERING ENVELOPES
Offering envelopes are available for pick-up outside the church office. Please
pick yours up before the end of December. Thank you.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL ON JANUARY 1
There will be no children’s Sunday School on Sunday, January 1, 2023.

CEREAL SUNDAY
Don't forget January 1 is Cereal Sunday at FSUMC! Please deposit cereal or other
canned/dry goods in the tubs in the cabinet in the Welcome Center. Thank you.

THE UPPER ROOM
The January-February 2023 issue of the Upper Room is available. You will find
copies in the Welcome Center and Narthex.

SANCTUARY FLOWERS

The 2023 flower calendar is available in the Welcome Center. If you are
interested in placing flowers in the Sanctuary in honor or in memory of a loved
one, please write your name on the Sunday you wish to put flowers in the church.
For more information, please contact Linda Paul at 336-543-5081 (cell) or
kpauls@triad.rr.com (email).

MEALS ON WHEELS

Our FSUMC Meals on Wheels group needs volunteers. The current vacancy is for a
Monday, delivering every 8 weeks for Burlington Route 7, beginning in 2023. Most
of our volunteers deliver in pairs, but some deliver alone—either way you will be
glad you are providing meails for our homebound neighbors in Alamance County!
For more information, contact Salley Bradford at 336-584-74010r
salleybradford@yahoo.com.

LIVE-STREAMING

We are pleased to be able to live-stream our 11:00 a.m. worship each week for
the benefit of those who are not able to be physically present. For those who
would prefer to not be on camera, we endeavor to make the back half of the
sanctuary a non-video zone. If you have any questions about this service, please
feel free to speak with Pastor Ray. For Aldersgate sermons, search
Aldersgate@FSUMC wherever you find podcasts to listen fo past sermons.
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THE WORSHIP OF GOD
DECEMBER 18, 2022
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Welcome: At Front Street, we follow a rhythm of prayer and worship

found in The United Methodist Hymnal. The United Methodist Hymnal

(UMH) is the red, hardbound book found in the pew racks. The Faith
We Sing (TFWS) is the black, softbound book located behind the

UMH in the pew racks. An asterisk (*) indicates to stand, where able.

The people’s responses are printed in bold. Before the worship

service, we invite you to prepare your hearts to receive God’s love

and to feel connected to the Body of Christ. Please take a moment
to sign the pew pads. After the worship service, green recycling
boxes can be found in the narthex for disposal of worship guides.

Thank you for helping us with our creation care.

ELEVEN O’'CLOCK
GATHERING AND COMMUNITY CONCERNS

PRELUDE Lullay, Thou Little Tiny Child
C. Armstrong Gibbs
(1889-1960)

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: Blessed be the Lord God of Israell For God is with
us, smiling upon us with love.

People: For Christ has saved us from our enemies, our sins,
and our fears.

Leader: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for God's Spirit
shines upon us, giving light for our darkness.

All: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel! Let us worship
our Lord God together.

* PROCESSIONAL HYMN UMH No. 238
Angels We Have Heard on High GLORIA

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Stephen and Stephanie Gable
and family
Joy to the world!
Our God is now coming to bring us “good news.”
May we sing songs of praise and gladness.
We know that our Savior reigns.
Let us light the Candle of Joy.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Patient God, Lord of the years and days and seconds, you
have promised to come back and bring about the fullness
of creation, and so your whole creation waits. The
disciples waited on a boat for that day. The early church
waited in their houses. The Christians throughout history
have waited in their denominations. We have been
waiting in our lives of busy-ness and doing, and all along
we have forgotten, O Lord of patience, that you are

waiting on us, too. You are waiting on us to hear your word,
to accept your call of grace, and to love all people. You
are waiting on us to move into the world and bring the
gospel news to all the corners of the earth—by deeds more
than words. You are waiting on us, Lord. Remind us that
you have not empowered us to wait for you to right the
world, but you have empowered us to right the world as
we wait for you. In the name of Jesus, who grew tired of
waiting and so acted, we pray. Amen.

BAPTISM Carson Brady Cole Insert

SPECIAL Music Ode to Joy Ludwig van Beethoven
Cate Hill, piano (1770-1827)

arr. Julie Knerr Hague

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES

All children are invited to come forward to the chancel steps.
Children ages 4 - first grade may then depart
for Children’s Church in Room 309.

Samuel Scheidt
(1587-1654)

ANTHEM O lLittle One
Chancel Choir

O little one sweet, O little one mild,

Thy Father’s purpose thou hast fulfilled;
Thou camest from heaven to mortal ken,
Equal fo be with us poor men,

O little one sweet, O little one mild.

O little one sweet, O little one mild,
With joy thou hast the whole world filled;
Thou camest here from heaven's domain,
To bring men comfort in their pain,
O little one sweet, O little one mild.
-Samuel Scheidt

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
We would see Jesus on the mountain teaching, with his
disciples listening, gathered round, preaching the
blessedness which simple trust has found. So open our
eyes and our ears and all our senses, and shine in our
hearts filled by your love that we may know your word, live
your righteousness, and follow where you lead as we hear
your word. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 35
*Luke 1:1-4, 26-38

OT Page 663
NT Page 56

SERMON Getting Real with the God Who Got Real
Rev. Ray Warren

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Thank you for your support of the mission and ministry of
the church. If you would prefer to make your contribution
via Text-to-Give, just text your offering amount to FSUMC's
dedicated number, 336-489-GIVE (4483).

OFFERTORY See, Amid the Winter’'s Snow arr. Dan Forrest
William Inabnit, tenor (b.1978)

See, amid the winter's snow,
Born for us on earth below,
See, the tender Lamb appears,
Promised from eternal years.

Hail, thou ever-blessed morn,
Hail redemption’s happy dawn,
Sing through all Jerusalem:
“Christ is born in Bethlehem.”

Lo, within a manger lies

He who built the lofty skies,

He, who, throned in light sublime,
Sits amid the cherubim.

Sacred infant, all divine,
What a tender love was thine,
Thus to come from highest bliss,
Down to such a world as this.
-Edward Caswall (1814-1878)

* DoxoLoGY LASST UNS ERFREUEN
All Singing: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluial Alleluial
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ,
whose power uplifts!  Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluial

Alleluial Alleluial UMH No. 94
* THE APOSTLES’ CREED UMH No. 881
* HYmN UMH No. 230 O Little Town of Bethlehem ST. LOUIS
* BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Epilogue on ‘A Gallery Carol’
Sidney S. Campbell
(1909-1974)

WELCOME! We're glad that you have chosen to worship with us
today. Following this service, there is a gathering in the
Heritage Center for fellowship and refreshments. Please join us.
Our hosts this week are Roger and Doris Jefferson.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in honor of
the wedding of Mary Margaret Harris and Christopher Wright
on December 17 by Mr. and Mrs. Gary Harris.

MEMBERS OF THE ALTAR GUILD serving in December are Mary Ellen
Cross, Marie Crissman, Helen Ellington, Beth Kelley, and
Margaret Pardue.



