
F r o n t   S t r e e t   U n i t e d   M e t h o d i s t   C h u r c h 
3rd Sunday of Easter 

Prelude           Fanfare and Tuba Tune            Stanley E. Saxton (1904–2002) 1

Opening Prayer 
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the 
eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Hymn       We Know That Christ Is Raised                          UMH, 610 2
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The Word, Read 
        1 Peter 1:17–23 

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in 
reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation 
of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to 
trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on 
God. 

Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine 
mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but 
of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 

        Luke 24:13–35 

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened.  

While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes 
were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while 
you walk along?”  

They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the 
only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?”  

He asked them, “What things?”  

They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before 
God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to 
death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all 
this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group 
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, 
they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 
Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they 
did not see him.”  

Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his 
glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about 
himself in all the scriptures. 

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But 
they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly 
over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed 
and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 
vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he 
was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”  

That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their 
companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to 
Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in 
the breaking of the bread.  
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The Word, Proclaimed 
Children’s Message 
Conversation with the Scriptures 

Offering & Meditation 
Use this time to share your tithes and offerings through online giving, and to recommit yourselves to 
the triune God. 

You may also take time here to reflect on this piece of art depicting today’s Gospel reading as you 
think about what we have discussed. (Credit: “Road to Emmaus,” Ivanka Demchuk, 2016) 

Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
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The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, dead, and buried; 
    the third day he rose from the dead; 
    he ascended into heaven, 
       and sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty; 
    from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic church 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen.  

Response         Alleluia Verse       William Bradley Roberts (b. 1947) 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father,  
    who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy name; 
    thy kingdom come; 
    thy will be done; 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
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    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Hymn           Christ Is Alive            UMH, 318 
stanzas 1, 3, and 5 

Benediction 
May the grace of the risen Lord Jesus Christ be made known to you in both the surprising and the 
ordinary. May the hope of his resurrection fill you with peace as you seek connection and wholeness 
in the midst of a hurting world; in the name of the living God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
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Copyright Acknowledgments 
All music is in the public domain. 

Worship Notes

 Stanley Saxton (1904-2002) was an American composer and organist who studied with well-known French 1

pedagogues, including Marcel Dupré, Charles-Marie Widor, and Nadia Boulanger. He was a music professor 
at Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, NY for 40 years. This piece alternates between fanfare (A) and 
cantabile (B) sections, giving an overall form of ABABA. The cantabile sections feature the Tuba stop, which 
is a large-scale reed common on English organs like the Harrison and Harrison at Front Street.

 The writing of this hymn in 1969 was prompted by considerations of the ethical and religious ramifications 2

of research to produce human living cells, i.e., the baby in the test tube. The text by John Brownlow Geyer (b. 
1932) attempted to illustrate the Christian doctrine of baptism in relation to those experiments. It has also 
become a popular Easter hymn, for we know that in baptism we share in Christ’s death and resurrection. We 
the church are a new creation, Christ’s new body. The joyous text is enhanced by Charles Villiers Stanford’s 
tune ENGELBERG, which was originally set to “For all the saints” in the 1904 edition of Hymns Ancient and 
Modern.
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