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COMPLICATED YET BELOVED CONTINUED FROM FRONT COVER
the good we imagine. That sounds horrible, but it all goes to
say that we often complicate and muddy the desires that
God has made plain for us; namely, to live in Christ such that
our lives do justice, enact mercy, and maintain humility
before God (Micah 6:8). Too often we make things about
what serves us, rather than about the gifts that God has given
for us to share and to enjoy.
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BLOOD DRIVE
Front Street will have a blood drive on Saturday, February 22
from 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. in
Aldersgate Hall. Note: donors can
go ahead and sign up now online at
www.redcrossblood.org, sponsor
code: Front Street. Also, donors may
text or call Gene Fonville at 336-2608114 (cell) for more information or to
schedule your appointment.
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COMPLICATED YET BELOVED
I wonder if you’ve ever spent time reading and studying
Ecclesiastes? Aside from the oft-quoted passage that begins,
“There is a season for everything and a time for every matter
under the heavens,” I bet you’d have a hard time recalling
any of what it says, but maybe not.
I consider Ecclesiastes one of my favorite books of the Bible
because of how matter-of-factly it’s author, who identifies
himself as “the Teacher,” speaks to the complexities of being
human and what it means to live well in the bounds of our
brief lives. Of course, God lies at the center of the writer’s
work, but God appears only at key moments, like the refrain of
a favorite song, crashing in to remind you what it’s all about.

Thankfully the Teacher doesn’t let us wallow in the mire of
how we have schemed against God and complicated our
lives. He goes on to say, “Go, eat your food joyfully and drink
your wine happily because God has already accepted what
you do” (9:7).
Wait, what? I thought the Teacher said we’re scheming and
complicated, but now God accepts whatever we do? Well,
not quite.

– Pastor Patrick
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We are “both/and” creatures. We misappropriate God’s gifts
and overcomplicate life and do harm. But our lives also show
love and gratitude, and express the goodness that God
intends life to be. So, the Teacher says, delight in life, live well
and for others, be honest about your sin and when you are
less than yourself, and leave the rest to God.

FRONTLINE

Ecclesiastes does well to highlight the tensions in our lives
under God, that we can be both sinful and remarkable
creatures. The Teacher here draws us back to the
ordinariness of life, the things we do every day that show
love, gratitude, enjoyment, and that shares the goodness of
life with others: a shared meal with neighbors, time spent with
family, energy exerted in helping someone in need, spending
time to help a child read, preparing food for a grieving
family. God accepts that, and God delights in it.

In chapter seven, the Teacher makes this observation: “See,
this alone I found: God made human beings straightforward,
but they have devised many schemes.” The Teacher reminds
us of the important truth that we humans are the only
creatures who willfully depart from the intentions of God, the
only ones who willfully misvalue and misuse the gifts of God.
The thought probably makes your stomach sink. Are we really
that bad?
Sometimes, yes we are, which is why when we gather for
worship that we always begin in a posture of confession and in
remembering how gracious God is to forgive. We live in a
complicated world marked by all kinds of terrible choices and
actions that directly contradict the love of God and do harm
to others.
The Teacher says that even our best-laid and well-intentioned
plans have the capacity to do harm and to come up short of
continued
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A LOOK AHEAD:
KNOWING CHRIST
METHODIST HOME FOR CHILDREN SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16
Children deserve a safe, loving home where they can thrive
and live to their full God-given potential. On Methodist Home
for Children Sunday, you can make
Every child
this happen. Methodist Home for
deserves a
Children Sunday is the one day a year
chance.
when congregations take up a
special collection for the children
served by MHC – children who come
from empty homes, failing in school,
looking for acceptance in all the
wrong places. We see hope in each
one of them and you bring that hope
to life. Thank you for believing and for
giving. Offering envelopes will be provided for your gift.

EVENSONG
The chancel choirs of the Episcopal Church of the Holy
Comforter and Front Street United Methodist Church join
forces for an Evensong to
celebrate the Feast of St.
Patrick on Sunday, March 15
at 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
of Front Street United
Methodist Church. We are
going Irish and green, even in
the middle of Lent! A
reception will follow in the Heritage Center.
SHARING CHRIST
MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY PANCAKE SUPPER
Sunday, February 16, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. in Aldersgate Hall
Bring all your family, and eat your fill of pancakes, sausage,
and/or bacon. The price is right—$6 for an
individual and $16 for a family. Tickets can be
purchased from members in the Welcome
Center before, after, and between services on
Sunday mornings or at the door.
This is the Men’s Bible Study big fund-raising
event of the year, where the net proceeds
increase our annual gifts for mission purposes. We urge you to

come and enjoy good fellowship, good food, and contribute
to a great purpose.

Prayers

YOUTH SUMMER MISSIONS INTEREST MEETING
On Sunday, February 23 following the 11:00 a.m. service there
will be an interest meeting in Aldersgate Hall for youth summer
mission teams. This year ASP has started a Junior ASP program
for 6-8th graders in addition to their regular high school (912th) ASP program. Any youth or adult volunteer interested in
summer missions are encouraged to attend this meeting for
more details.

 The family of Stan and Vicki Whitlow
upon the death of his father, Stan
Whitlow, Sr., on 1/20
 The family of Michael and Martha Wolff
upon the death of her mother, Laverne
M. Ledbetter, on 1/22

The mission trip week for both Junior and Senior Highs will be
June 21-June 25 (Jr ASP)/June 26 (Sr ASP). The individual cost
of the trip is $150 per student or adult volunteer.
BUCKNER MISSION MAN TRIATHLON
Ladies, gentleman, boys, and girls of all ages, the 2019
Buckner Mission Man Triathlon raised over $40,000 for our
missions! Thank you for your time, volunteering, leadership,
and support of this event! You are such a vital, important part
of this church that allows us to allocate
those funds to so many needy missions.
Mark your calendars for the 2020
Mission Man Triathlon that will be July
25 at 7:30 a.m.! At this time we need
your presence and input at the 2020
committee member interest
meeting. Please join us on Tuesday,
February 18 at 6:30 p.m. in the John
Wesley Room. Don’t let the idea of serving on the committee
scare you away. There are a variety of positions that range in
the time needed! See you there! With questions, reach out to
Amanda Warren at 336-317-0715 or fosterunc@aol.com or
Susan Morris at (443)823-8735 or susiecmorris@yahoo.com.
SANCTUARY FLOWERS
The following dates are available to place
flowers in the Sanctuary in honor or memory of
a loved one: April 12, 19, and 26. For more
information, please contact Linda Paul at 336543-5081 (cell) or kpaul5@triad.rr.com (email).

Continued Prayers
 Jean Anderson
 Bob Alverson
 Web Jones

Thank You
Dear Front Street UMC Ramp Ministry,
On behalf of Gladys Thompson, we send
our sincere thank you to all the volunteers
who provided a much needed
wheelchair ramp. She shared with us how
much of a blessing it is for her. May God
continue to bless this ramp ministry and
volunteers!
Thanks again,
Renee Adkins, NCBAM
Dear Friends,
Thank you so incredibly much for your
generosity and support towards ACAC’s
mission to “house the homeless and feed
the hungry.” Your donation could not
have come at a better time as the winter
months are most unforgiving to those in
need. Please feel free to stop by the
shelter to see the wonderful affects of
your caring. We love visitors! From all of
us here at ACAC, thank you from the
bottom of our hearts! Your ACAC family
FINANCIAL GIVING UPDATE
AS OF 1/31/2020
YTD Actual Giving - $134,807.67
YTD Budgeted Giving - $105,335.23
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS AND MORE:

Welcome New Members
We welcome new members John, Susan, Lilla, and

Blair Teachey and Leslie and Lia Hamlett to the Front
Street family.

The Teachey family joined on December 8 at the 11
a.m. traditional service. Lilla attended the Front

Street Playschool and Blair is currently a student of
the playschool.

The Hamlett family joined on Sunday, January 19

at the Aldersgate service.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Betty Massey - our 2020 Chili
Cook-Off champion! Thank

you to everyone who came out
and enjoyed fun, fellowship,
and good food at our

LOCAL HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS SHARE THEIR STORIES
On Thursday, February 13 at 5:30 p.m., local Holocaust
survivors, Agnes and Robert Heller, will share their incredible
story of survival and resilience in McKinnon Hall in the
Moseley Center at Elon University. Agnes and Robert Heller
were both born in Budapest, Hungary. During the war,
Agnes Heller hid at the home of the Halmi family. Robert
Heller also survived
in hiding before
moving to a house
protected by the
Swedish embassy,
where he was
helped by Raoul
Wallenberg, the
Swedish diplomat
remembered for
saving tens of
thousands of
Jewish in Nazioccupied Hungary. Both Hellers emerged from the
Holocaust with a strong will to survive, and to build a new
and successful life in the United States. While times were
bitter, the end is sweet. This event is open to the public.
FRONT STREET YOUTH RECOGNIZED AT ARTS FESTIVAL
The Burlington Woman’s Club/Junior Woman’s Club held
their 50th annual Scholastic Arts Festival and we had
several of our youth recognized for their talents:
Middle School Pastel Drawing
(Chalk) – Abi Robinson, 3rd Place

WinterFest. A special thank you

Middle School Black and White
Photography – Kennedy Joyce, 3rd
Place

all the volunteers who helped

High School Pastel Drawing (Chalk)
– Will Self, 2nd Place

to all our chili contestants, and
make the WinterFest such a
wonderful event.

High School Charcoal Drawing – Anna Thomas, 2nd Place
Congratulations to each of you! Keep up the great work!

Project AGAPE Update

These happy children are recipients of
Project AGAPE Christmas boxes.
Just look at the joy on their faces! View
more pictures on the church
Facebook page.
Thank you to everyone who participated in
this mission project.

Special Gifts
Allied Churches

Music Fund

In memory of Linda Carter by

In memory of Donald Reed Kernodle by

Bob & Hy Harris
Azalea Ministry

In honor of Betty Huneycutt by
Tom & Mary Holden Burke

Christian Service Scholarship Fund

In memory of John S. Huggins by

Avery & Betty Thomas

In memory of Helen Mencke by

The Rachel Vogler Sunday School Class
Don & June West

In memory of C. Woodrow Teague by
Julia B. Atwater-Teague

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund

The John S. Huggins Foundation, Inc.
Dominican Republic Mission Trip

In honor of Dominican Republic Mission Team by
Phil & Jean Minton

In honor of Betty Huneycutt by

In memory of Linda Carter by
Salley Bradford
Cynthia Powell

In memory of Helen Mencke by
Salley Bradford

Tom & Mary Holden Burke

In memory of Russell Wilson by
Phil & Jean Minton

In honor of Taylor & Nancy Wilson by
Phil & Jean Minton
Endowment Fund

In memory of Linda Carter by
Pat Lassiter
Jerry & Nancy Long
Mike & Margaret Mitchell
Derusha Phillips
Betty Saffelle
Peggy Smith

In memory of Dr. Robert (Bob) Ellington by
Avery & Betty Thomas

In memory of Laverne Ledbetter by
Bob & Hy Harris
In memory of Helen Mencke by

Phyllis Campbell & Family
Tom & Lynn Chandler
Front Street United Methodist Women Circle #1
Peggy Smith

In memory of Susan Simpson Ratliff by
Tom & Lynn Chandler

In memory of Bill Sharpe by

Front Street United Methodist Women Circle #4
Pat Lassiter
Jerry & Nancy Long

In memory of Betty Ann Wilson by
Pat Lassiter
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