Front Street United Methodist Church
4th Sunday of Easter

Prelude

Pastorale1

Percy Whitlock (1903-1946)

(Psalm 23:1)

Opening Prayer
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: grant that when we hear his voice we
may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy
Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

Hymn

Jesus, United By Thy Grace2

UMH, 561
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The Word, Read
1 Peter 2:19–25
Now, it is commendable if, because of one’s understanding of God, someone should endure pain
through suﬀering unjustly. But what praise comes from enduring patiently when you have sinned
and are beaten for it? But if you endure steadfastly when you’ve done good and suﬀer for it, this is
commendable before God.
You were called to this kind of endurance, because Christ suﬀered on your behalf. He left you an
example so that you might follow in his footsteps. He committed no sin, nor did he ever speak in
ways meant to deceive. When he was insulted, he did not reply with insults. When he suﬀered, he did
not threaten revenge. Instead, he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He carried in his
own body on the cross the sins we committed. He did this so that we might live in righteousness,
having nothing to do with sin. By his wounds you were healed. Though you were like straying sheep,
you have now returned to the shepherd and guardian of your lives.
John 10:1–10
“Now I assure you that whoever doesn’t enter into the sheep pen through the gate but climbs over the
wall is a thief and an outlaw. The one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The
guard at the gate opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by
name and leads them out. Whenever he has gathered all of his sheep, he goes before them and they
follow him, because they know his voice. They won’t follow a stranger but will run away because they
don’t know the stranger’s voice.”
Those who heard Jesus use this analogy didn’t understand what he was saying.
So Jesus spoke again, “I assure you that I am the gate of the sheep. All who came before me were
thieves and outlaws, but the sheep didn’t listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters through me
will be saved. They will come in and go out and ﬁnd pasture. The thief enters only to steal, kill, and
destroy. I came so that they could have life—indeed, so that they could live life to the fullest.”

The Word, Proclaimed
Children’s Message
Conversation with the Scriptures
Oﬀering & Meditation
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Oﬀertory

Feed My Lambs3

Natalie Sleeth (1930-1992)

As the song is sung, reﬂect prayerfully on this artwork, which depicts a scene from today’s Gospel reading.

Image Credit: “Christ, the Good Shepherd,” ca. 3rd Century, The Catacombs of Saint Callixtus, Rome, Italy.

Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings ﬂow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pontius Pilate,
was cruciﬁed, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Response

Alleluia Verse

William Bradley Roberts (b. 1947)

Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.
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Hymn

The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want4

UMH, 136

Benediction
Glory to God whose power working in us, can do inﬁnitely more than we can ask or imagine: glory to
him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus forever and ever. Amen.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

Postlude

Go Now In Peace

Natalie Sleeth

Aldersgate Band
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Copyright Acknowledgments
All music is in the public domain.
Worship Notes:
English organist and composer Percy Whitlock made his name in the 1930s in Bournemouth, England, ﬁrst
at the cathedral-like church of St. Stephen, and then as Borough Organist at the new Pavilion in the Winter
Gardens. The Compton organ there was “designed to perform music of the most severe type or the latest
foxtrot with equal facility,” and Whitlock’s duties and musical sympathies were similarly wide-ranging.
Possessing a lyrical melody and rich harmonic color, this Pastorale from Seven Sketches on Verses from the
Psalms (1959) is representative of his compositional style.
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This hymn by Charles Wesley (1707-1788) was ﬁrst published in his collection titled Hymns and Sacred
Poems (1742), where it was Part IV of a hymn that began “Try us, O God, and search the Ground.” In its
original form, this hymn had nine stanzas; however, most modern hymnals now only print six. Along with
Wesley’s later hymn, “All Praise to Our Redeeming Lord,” this hymn clearly illustrates Charles Wesley’s
lyrical theology of Christian friendship. For both Charles and John Wesley, many scholars write, “there was
no religion but social religion, no holiness but social holiness. In other words, faith always includes a social
dimension. One cannot be a solitary Christian.”
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Natalie Sleeth was an American composer known widely for her contributions to sacred music. Her
anthems, mostly for children, are characterized by their simplicity, yet they are also lyrical and reﬁned. Two
of her most well-known anthems include “Feed My Lambs” (1972) and “Joy in the Morning” (1977).
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The anonymous writer of this metrical paraphrase from the 1650 Scottish Psalter has created beautiful poetry
while adhering to the words of Psalm 23. The tune CRIMOND, named after a village in northeast Scotland,
greatly enhances the text. This hymn gained additional popularity when it was sung in 1947 at the wedding of
Princess Elizabeth and Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.
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