Front Street United Methodist Church
2nd Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude

Air1

Gerre Hancock (1934-2012)

Opening Prayer
Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your grace
we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake
of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Hymn

God, Whose Love Is Reigning o’er Us2

UMH, 100
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The Word, Read
Psalm 100
Shout to the LORD, all the earth,
worship the LORD in rejoicing!
come before Him in glad song.
Know that the LORD is God.
He has made us, and we are His,
God’s people and the ﬂock He tends.
Come into His gates in thanksgiving,
His courts in praise.
Acclaim Him,
bless God’s name.
For the LORD is good,
forever is His kindness,
and for all generations God is faithful.
Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7
The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the
heat of the day. He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran
from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground.
He said, “My lord, if I ﬁnd favor with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought,
and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may
refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.”
So they said, “Do as you have said.”
And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of
choice ﬂour, knead it, and make cakes.” Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good,
and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that
he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.
They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” Then one said, “I will
surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.”
And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old,
advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. So Sarah laughed to
herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?”
The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I
am old?’ Is anything too wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will return to you, in due season,
and Sarah shall have a son.” But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was afraid. He said,
“Oh yes, you did laugh.”
…
The LORD dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as he had promised. Sarah
conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken to him.
Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. And Abraham circumcised his son
Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him.
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Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. Now Sarah said, “God has
brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.” And she said, “Who would ever
have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”

The Word, Proclaimed
Children’s Message
The Scriptures in Conversation
Oﬀering & Meditation

Oﬀertory

Good, Good Father3

Anthony Brown & Pat Barrett

Take this time to reﬂect prayerfully on this oil painting that depicts the heavenly messengers dining at the
table of Abraham and Sarah, at which they announce the coming birth of Isaac.

Alexander Ivanov (1806-1858), “Three Guests Announce Isaac’s Birth to Abraham,” oil on canvas, Russia.
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Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings ﬂow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pontius Pilate,
was cruciﬁed, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Response

Alleluia Verse

William Bradley Roberts (b. 1947)

Prayers of the People
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Hymn

By Gracious Powers4
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Benediction
“Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do inﬁnitely more than we can ask or imagine: glory
to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.” Amen.
Ephesians 3:20–21

Copyright Acknowledgments
All music is in the public domain or has been used with permission.

Worship Notes:
Gerre Hancock’s Air is his earliest, and perhaps his most popular work, for organ. Composed in 1960 and
dedicated to Judith Eckerman, whom he married the following year, the piece contains stylistic traits that
would be developed throughout his oeuvre. In Air, he employs the simplest version of Song Form as described
in his improvisation textbook, ABA form. The two halves of the initial A section are distinguished by a
change of register in the solo melody, while the second A section employs canon at the ﬁfth. The B section
develops the opening phrase in imitation and then develops the third phrase of the melody. The many seventh
chords and parallel open sonorities throughout this section build tension and are typical of his harmonic
language.
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This hymn of praise by Bishop William Boyd Grove (b. 1929) of The United Methodist Church begins by
proclaiming God as the source of all things. The second stanza recalls Abram’s faith in oﬀering Isaac as a
sacriﬁce and Sarah’s story as she bore a child when she was ninety. After remembering God’s covenant to
Abraham and Sarah, the third stanza speaks of the new covenant with Jesus, “Star-child born to set us free,”
leading to the ﬁnal stanza which is a joyful exultation. The tune LAUDA ANIMA, by John Goss (1800-1880),
was written in 1869 for the hymn “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven.”
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“Good, Good Father” has become a widely popular worship song in recent years, having been recorded by
many big names in the contemporary worship scene, names like Chris Tomlin and Casting Crowns.
Originally composed by worship leaders Anthony Brown and Pat Barrett of Athens, GA, the song is meant to
help listeners unlearn the damaging things we have come to believe about God, reorienting us toward the
transcendent good of Jesus’s Father, by whose Spirit we receive the gift of grace that is that same relationship.
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Dietrich Bonhoeﬀer (1906-1945) was a pastor, theologian, and eventual martyr in his native Germany during
the rise and fall of the Nazi regime. His writings center on the call to discipleship, Christian community, and
how Christians should take up space in the world as the body of Christ. He also wrote several poems and
hymns, including “By Gracious Powers,” which was written in late December of 1944 from the Gestapo
bunker on Prinz-Albert-Straße in Berlin, Germany. The letter containing this poem was smuggled out of the
prison and given to the friends for whom he composed it. F. Pratt Green (1903-2000), this hymn’s translator,
was a beloved British Methodist minister and hymnodist.
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