Focusing on the life and ministry
of Front Street UMC
March 7, 2019 Volume MMXIX No. 5

ONENESS NOT SAMENESS
Galatians 3:23–29

(USPS 021-256)
Published bi-weekly except June, July, August &
December which will be published monthly.
by Front Street United Methodist Church
136 South Fisher Street
Burlington NC 27215
Postmaster, Send Address Changes to:
Front Street United Methodist Church
PO Box 2597
136 South Fisher Street
Burlington NC 27216-2597
Church Office (336) 227-6263
Fax (336) 227-7905
email: fsumc@frontstreetumc.org
website: www.frontstreetumc.org
FSUMC Playschool (336) 227-6603
FSUMC Afterschool (336) 227-6772

Pastor Patrick

FRONTLINE

FRONTLINE

ONENESS NOT SAMENESS CONTINUED FROM FRONT COVER
In Christ, the world has been moved beyond whatever
categories by which we classify each other’s worth.
Whatever was grounds for status no longer matters because
in Christ the nature of the universe is love; everything is in
relationship to everything else, from the smallest atoms
cycling around, the planets moving around stars, galaxies
colliding with one another, people being intimately drawn
together in love.
Later, Paul will ask the Galatian Christians, “But now, after
knowing God (or rather, being known by God), how can you
turn back again to the weak and worthless world system? Do
you want to be slaves to it again?” (Gal. 4:9). In other words,
“Why would you go back under the guard of lies that incite
fear of others? Why would you enslave yourself to the
guardianship of rules and religion that set you apart from
other people for whom Christ has died?”
We are called to oneness, not sameness. The work of the
Holy Spirit draws all cultures together as one people as the
body of Christ in and for the world. The Spirit of Christ makes
unity possible in all forms of relationship, however strange and
difficult. The goal of the church, then, isn’t to create a culture
where everyone thinks and acts and believes the same. It’s
not a community where we stifle diversity and giftedness.
Instead it is a common-unity in Christ, a shared identity that
draws together our diversities so that God’s image may be
seen and God’s call received by others. As we enter Lent, let
us do so striving for unity and openness to God’s Holy Spirit!

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Want to bring joy to children in our Front Street community
this Easter? Fill one or two dozen eggs
with candy, and the occasional $1 bill (no
coins please) and bring them to the
church office by April 8. They will be
hidden for the children to find at our
Easter Egg Hunt on April 14 at Lake
Mackintosh (Burlington). This event is
sponsored by our Children’s
Ministry. Thank you for your support.
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FILL A DOZEN EASTER EGGS

“For you are all one in Christ Jesus,” Paul declares, “And if
you are in Christ, you are a descendent of Abraham, heirs
according to the promise.” Paul says that we are inheritors of
a promise. And what is that promise? It is that God will not
abandon the world, least of all humankind. The Galatian
Christians have been liberated by their incorporation into the
Christ event. It is for them and for all a new, free, and mature
reality. Any prior location or identifier — i.e., Jewish or Greek —
is an immature confinement of one’s identity. We have been
pulled into the risen Christ; all previous categories no longer
matter.
Paul’s argument in Galatians is that the faithfulness of Jesus
in his death and resurrection has opened up a new way of
being, such that everyone who is in Christ has entered into a
new relationship with God and the world. This age brings the
fullness of Christ, when classism, racism, sexism, all –isms and
violent tendencies that divide humankind over and against
the unifying work of the Spirit, are destroyed. Yet, the world as
we know it insists again and again on propping up divisions
that Christ’s death has undone through violence, coercion,
and implicit discrimination. These are reminders of the
divisiveness that lies in every human heart unaware of the
deep love that claims us as beloved children of God in Christ.
Paul writes that now being “in Christ” (which, by the way, is
the most used phrase in the New Testament. Paul uses it 164
times!), it is no longer possible for them to be Jewish or pagan,
slave or free, male and female. Whatever identifiers have
reduced their personhood to less than a child of God have
been rooted down in the soil of the crucified and risen Jesus.
(CONTINUED)
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A LOOK AHEAD:
KNOWING CHRIST
WORSHIP SERVICES ON SUNDAY, MARCH 24
The contractors will begin replacing the Sanctuary windows
on March 18. The work will take several weeks. On Sunday,
March 24, the 8:45 a.m. worship service will be held in the
Chapel and the 11 a.m. service in Aldersgate Hall.
TIME CHANGE FOR ALDERSGATE SERVICE
The start time for the Aldersgate service will
move to 8:45 a.m. to coincide with the early
service in the Sanctuary and to help people to
get to Sunday School on time. This change
will take place on March 31 which is also a
Fifth Sunday where we will have an
abbreviated service and share breakfast.
GROWING IN CHRIST
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY ON SUNDAY MORNINGS
Beginning Sunday, March 17, a new women’s Bible study
group will meet in the John Wesley Room
during the Sunday School hour. All are
welcome. No RSVP necessary. Our first
study will be on the Book of Job. Bring
your Bible and an open mind. Contact
Capri Cizek (ashleycapri@hotmail.com)
with questions or for more information.
SHARING CHRIST
YOUTH MISSIONS FUNDRAISER
The Front Street Youth are selling delicious Equal
Exchange coffee in 12 oz. bags, chocolate bars,
and 20 count boxes of tea outside of Aldersgate
from 8:30-10:30 a.m. and outside of the Sanctuary
from 10:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. all 5 Sundays in March.
Coffee bags are $10, chocolate bars are $5, and boxes of tea
are $7. Forty percent of the sales
come back to Youth Missions, one
of the highest percentages in the
fundraising industry. Your support
of youth missions is greatly appreciated. Find out more about
Equal Exchange at www.equalexchange.coop.

BUCKNER MISSION MAN TRIATHLON │ JULY 27
Lake Cammack Park and Marina, Burlington, NC
Thank you to those who attended the BMMT kick off meeting
in February! We are grateful for our brothers and sisters who
have already joined the committee.
The Bucker Mission Man Triathlon is a vital
event that has raised approximately
$33,000 yearly for our adult missions and
supporting other missions in our local
community. This would not be possible if
we did not have the support of the
congregation.
We still have the following open Coordinator positions and
would like to ask your help to fill these roles:
● Swim Course (Slight Pre-Race and Day of)
● Bike Course (Slight Pre-Race and Day of)
● Chip Removal (Day of)
● Participant Refreshments - Co-Coordinator (Slight
Pre-Race and Day of)
● Recruiter of Master of Ceremonies for Event/Awards
Ceremony (Pre-Race)
● Parking (Day of)
● Adult Volunteers (Pre-Race)
● Volunteer Refreshments/Support (Day of)
● Routing and Caution Signs (Day before and Day of)
● Transition Clinic (Friday Evening)
● Site Restoration (Day of)
● Food & Equipment Logistics (Day before and Day of)
● Church Outreach (Pre-Race)
● Race Day Bike Support (Pre-Race)
These roles vary with a time commitment to fit all of your
needs, from day of only to monthly. We encourage you to
reach out to Amanda Warren or Susan Morris with questions or
more information about the duties of each role.
Amanda Warren - fosterunc@aol.com or 336-317-0715
Susan Morris - susiecmorris@yahoo.com or 443-823-8735
SAVE THE DATES:
Music and Mission Camp: June 24 - 28
Vacation Bible School (ROAR!): August 5 - 8
More details coming soon!

Prayers
 Jeff Beedle who had back surgery on
2/26
 Leonard Butler who was recently in the
hospital and recovering at Brookwood
in skilled nursing
 Carol Sineath who had foot surgery on
3/7
 Norma White who is recovering from
knee surgery
Continued prayers for:
 Bob Alverson
 Tom Burke
 Glenn Collins and family
 The United Methodist Church
METHODIST HOME FOR CHILDREN OFFERING
The total amount received to support the
work of the Methodist Home for Children
was $789.00. Thank you for your
generosity.
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It’s that time again! Don’t forget to set
your clocks ahead one hour before going
to bed on Saturday night, March 9.
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FINANCIAL GIVING UPDATE
YTD Actual Giving - $231,404.59
YTD Budgeted Giving - $212,682.58

ON CALL
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PHONE NUMBER:
336-380-4136

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES AND MORE:
SUNDAY SCHOOL SURVEY FOR AGES 22-40
The Discipleship Team is interested in your feedback regarding
the young adult population of
the Church. We would love your
input on how to better serve this
age group within the Church. If
you are between 22 and 40
years of age, please take the
brief survey (2-3 minutes) by
March 10. Visit
www.frontstreetumc.org/features
for the survey. Responses are
anonymous. Thank you for your time and valuable feedback.
MISSION OPPORTUNITIES IN MARCH

Azalea Ministry
Saturday, March 9
2:00-4:00 p.m.
Meet at FSUMC @ 1:15 p.m.
to carpool.
All ages welcome!
Contact Patrick Murphy
for details.

Wheelchair Ramp Build
March date TBD
8:30 a.m.
Youth & adults welcome no experience needed.
Contact Tom Sineath
at 336-263-6048
for details.

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
The following dates are available to place
flowers in the Sanctuary in honor or memory of
a loved one: March 24 and 31, May 12 and 26,
and June 30. For more information, please
contact Linda Paul at 336-543-5081 (cell) or
kpaul5@triad.rr.com (email).

TWIN LAKES COMMUNITY YESS! SUMMER SERVICE PROGRAM
Are you a student between the ages of 12 and 17 who is
looking for a wonderful adventure this summer? Do you like
older people and enjoy helping with activities, music, crafts,
games, or just talking with an ‘adopted grandparent’? If so,
you might be interested in the YESS! (Youth Engaged Serving
Seniors) Twin Lakes
Community Summer Service
Program. This program helps
you learn more about older
adults and gives you the
opportunity to spend two
days each week during the
summer volunteering at Twin
Lakes. The YESS! Twin Lakes
Community Summer Service
Program runs from June 17 to August 16. Applications are
now available and MUST be turned in by 4:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 3, so please call NOW to request an
application and more information. Contact Katie Gantos at
336-585-2351 or katie.gantos@twinlakescomm.org.
FESTIVAL OF WISDOM AND GRACE
How do we live a life of significance as we age? How do we
turn age into an asset as we cultivate spiritual maturity in
ourselves and others? Recognizing that the call to go and
make disciples is not limited by age, how do we turn age into
an asset as we engage in ministry by, with
and for those in the second half of life?
Join us as a gifted slate of speakers,
authors and pastors help us go deeper into
discipleship at the Festival of Wisdom and
Grace. This spiritual enrichment event will
be held at Lake Junaluska, August 58. Visit www.frontstreetumc.org/features
for more information about the
conference sessions, speakers, and registration.
Last year 8 adults from Front Street attended this
conference. If you would like to talk with someone who
attended, please contact Carol Sineath at 336-263-2495 or
Tom Sineath at 336-263-6048.

Our 6th graders (and their chaperones) had a great
Confirmation Retreat in February, growing in their
faith. But it wasn't all work - there was plenty of time
for fun and games too!
Visit our Facebook page for more pictures!

Special Gifts
Adult Missions (Mission of Hope)

In honor of Patrick Murphy by
UMW Circle #1
Allied Churches

In memory of Stewart Crank by
Genesis Class
Endowment Fund

In memory of Marian & Herbert Duff by
Sharon Duff Brengel

In memory of Stewart Crank by
Roger & Doris Jefferson

In memory of Hubert James by
Roger & Doris Jefferson
Music Fund

In memory of Charles Bateman by
Joanne Scarborough

In memory of Stewart Crank by
Phil & Jean Minton

In memory of Mary Wood by
Phil & Jean Minton
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund

In memory of David Fisher by
Salley Bradford

In honor of Carol Sineath by
UMW Circle #5
Wheelchair Ramp Ministry

In memory of Tom Freeman by
Genesis Class
Youth Missions

In honor of Chris Huneycutt by
Bob & Linda Weavil
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