Front Street United Methodist Church
Pentecost

Prelude

A Meditation on “Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether”1
Gerre Hancock (1934-2012)

Opening Prayer
Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the
promised gift of your Holy Spirit: shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the
Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

Hymn

Come, Join the Dance of Trinity2
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The Word, Read
1 Corinthians 12:3b–13
No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the
same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by
the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to
another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to
another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots
to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many,
are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
Acts 2:1–21
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it ﬁlled the entire house where they
were sitting. Divided tongues, as of ﬁre, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.
All of them were ﬁlled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave
them ability.
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound
the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native
language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking
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Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds
of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But
others sneered and said, “They are ﬁlled with new wine.”
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as
you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the
prophet Joel:
‘In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all ﬂesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.
And I will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and ﬁre, and smoky mist.
The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”

The Word, Proclaimed
Children’s Message
The Scriptures in Conversation
Oﬀering & Meditation
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Oﬀertory

Mighty Breath of God3

Chris McClarney (b. 1979)

Take time to reﬂect prayerfully on the artwork below, which depicts in abstract the onrush of the Holy Spirit
over Jesus’s apostles, gathered in the upper room on the Day of Pentecost.

P. L. Hubbard, “Descent of the Holy Spirit,” 2009, acrylic on canvas.

Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings ﬂow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made;
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was cruciﬁed under Pontius Pilate;
he suﬀered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again,
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and gloriﬁed,
who spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We aﬃrm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.

Response

Alleluia Verse

William Bradley Roberts (b. 1947)

Prayers of the People
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Hymn

Filled with the Spirit’s Power4
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Benediction
Today we feel the wind beneath our wings
Today the hidden fountain ﬂows and plays
Today the church draws breath at last and sings
As every ﬂame becomes a Tongue of praise.
This is the feast of ﬁre, air, and water
Poured out and breathed and kindled into earth.
The earth herself awakens to her maker
And is translated out of death to birth.
The right words come today in their right order
And every word spells freedom and release
Today the gospel crosses every border
All tongues are loosened by the Prince of Peace
Today the lost are found in His translation.
Whose mother-tongue is Love, in every nation.5
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Copyright Acknowledgments
All music is in the public domain or used with permission under Front Street UMC’s CCLI license.

Worship Notes:
Gerre Hancock was an American composer and organist who was renowned for his skills at improvisation.
This piece is based on a well-known choral anthem of the same name by Harold Friedell (1905-1958). The text
and tune can be found at hymn number 632 in The United Methodist Hymnal. Hancock’s arrangement for
organ solo sets the tune two times. After a brief introduction, the ﬁrst setting is simple, soloing out the
melody with soft, supporting accompaniment. The second is grand, with lush harmonies and a glorious
descant written above the melody.
2 Robin Leach (b. 1953) published this new hymn text in 2002. He based the text on perichoresis, a Greek word
meaning “to dance around.” Theologians in the eighth century used perichoresis to convey the idea that the
unity of the Trinity resided in the mutual interdependence of the three persons. This hymn is an invitation to
join that dance. The tune, KINGSFOLD, is a traditional English melody arranged by English composer Ralph
Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). It is named for the village in Surrey, England, where Vaughan Williams ﬁrst
heard it..
3 Singer-songwriter Chris McClarney (b. 1979) has been known in Christian music circles since 2008, when
his debut album Love Never Fails was released. From that album comes his most well known worship anthem
“Your Love Never Fails,” which was recorded with the group Jesus Culture. “Mighty Breath of God” invites
worshipers into a theology of the Holy Spirit that is centered on birthing holiness in both body and the spaces
our bodies occupy. It speaks also of the Spirit’s wildness, touching all things, bringing about the new creation.
1
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J. R. Peacey (1896-1971) was a British teacher and missionary who served most of his adult life in India.
Believing that there were too many hymns about the Holy Spirit that focused on the individual believer and
too few about the work of the Spirit in the community of saints, John R. Peacey wrote this text in 1967.
Peacey's text includes two common biblical expressions about the Holy Spirit: fellowship (2 Cor. 13:14) and
unity (Eph. 4:3), both of which draw us into the explosive theology of Pentecost.
5 This sonnet, entitled “Our Mother-tongue Is Love,” was penned by poet, singer-songwriter, and theologian
Malcolm Guite (b. 1957). Guite is beloved for, among many things, how he employs his poetic acuity to
articulate the subtleties of Christian faith. This particular sonnet has been published in Guite’s book Sounding
the Seasons, a collection of sonnets that follow the themes and seasons of the Christian year.
Source: https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/2019/06/08/our-mother-tongue-is-love-a-sonnet-for-pentecost-7/
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