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WHAT ARE WE LEARNING?
These last weeks, living under the shelter-in-place order and
wrestling with my anxieties, I’ve begun to reflect on what this
difficult season is teaching me. When we emerge on the other
side of this pandemic, we will have a choice either to take
what we have learned in this crisis and move forward or to
continue pining for the way things used to be.
I once heard it said that we don’t learn from experience;
rather, we learn by reflecting on our experiences. In spite of
the unspeakable tragedy and loss that COVID-19 has wrought,
God has been and is still present, and within God’s presence
lay opportunities to experience a deepening of wisdom and
discipleship. I wonder if you have taken the time to reflect on
the lessons that we may learn in the midst of our
circumstances? Here are three things that I’ve taken to heart
of late.
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I wonder: what are you learning? What do you hope God
will help you to carry forward from this difficult season?
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Lastly, I have reflected on how the way we treat one another
embodies what we believe about what Jesus has
accomplished in his death and resurrection. In one of my
weekly videos on Facebook I shared a quote from Dietrich
Bonheoffer, a pastor and theologian whose life became
involved in the struggle to resist Nazism and counterfeit faith
in his native Germany, a struggle that cost him his life. Writing
from a prison cell in late 1943, Bonheoffer opined, “We must
learn to regard people less in light of what they do or what
they omit to do, and more in light of what they suffer.”
Shifting from judgment to compassion helps us to view
people as Jesus does and as Jesus did in Scripture. When
Jesus sees the suffering crowds in Matthew 9, he first feels
compassion for them such that it wrenches his gut. He
viewed them in light of what they had suffered. Such a
starting point draws us together instead of divided us,
opening the way for God’s love to lead us rather than our
rash judgments. We will need that moving forward.
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My second reflection is this: how we respond to this
pandemic shows the world what kind of god or God we
believe in. The temptation ever before us tells us to circle the
wagons and do what’s best for “us” even at the expense of
others. Hoarding, ignoring safety protocols, and refusing to
help others when and as we are able: all of these panicked
and selfish responses betray our fear. That’s not to say it’s
wrong to be afraid, but rather that to act out of that fear
shows that we have come to depend too much on ourselves
to control or to fix what is wrong instead of placing our trust in
the triune God. We have an opportunity right now to express
in faith who we know God to be through Jesus Christ and the
Holy Spirit: “gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love” — i.e., generous, loving, and
empathetic toward the plight of others. How we act in this
time reveals who or what we worship as “god.”
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WHAT ARE WE LEARNING? CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
practices that give us life and that help us to focus deeply on
our faith and on what matters most in life.

The first is that we can’t go back. Nothing can be as it was
after having experienced this pandemic and its aftermath,
and this has parallel in our Christian faith. In Galatians, Paul
speaks in a frustrated tone to believers who have been led
astray, chasing a counterfeit gospel: “Now, after knowing God
(or rather, being known by God), how can you turn back
again to the weak and worthless world system?” (Gal. 4:9).
Having been claimed by God, Paul says, why would you long
for a way of life that was killing you? I believe we are learning
what we value most in life right now, and perhaps how in the
past we have taken advantage of those things to our
detriment. We have an opportunity right now to leave some
things behind as individuals and as a society, and to take up
continued
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WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AND MORE:
PARTICIPATE IN WORSHIP
We want to offer you the opportunity to be involved with our
online worship. Our idea is to have different people in the
congregation help lead The
Lord's Prayer or The Apostles'
Creed. We would love to have
people of all ages participate - adults, youth, and kids. Or
maybe you'd like to video your
whole family saying one of them together.
All you have to do is video yourself praying The Lord's Prayer
or saying The Apostles' Creed, and send it to us. Please visit
www.frontstreetumc.org for more information and instructions.
RECORD & SHARE A DEVOTION
Here is an opportunity for you to reach out to your Front Street
family. Share a scripture and short devotional thought which
will be posted on Facebook. It can be as simple or creative
as you like. Keep your
devotion to less than 5
minutes. Visit
www.frontstreetumc.org for
more information and
instructions.

emails from Front Street, please share your email with Pamela
(pamela@frontstreetumc.org).
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
PRAY GOD’S GLORY - ACROSS THE EARTH
This is the theme for the National Day of Prayer 2020 on
Thursday, May 7. “For the Earth will be filled with the
knowledge of the Glory of the Lord as the waters cover the
sea” [Habakkuk 2:14 NIV]. We are so humbled and honored
to serve a God who hears us when we pray, and if ever we
need to unite our hearts in prayer with other
believers throughout our nation and world, it
is “For such a time as this”. The Prayer Team is
encouraging all members and families to
participate in this year’s event! Please sign
up for a 30 minute segment between 9:00
a.m. – 8 p.m. on Thursday, May 7. A sign up
form is available on our website or you may
email missbetty11@gmail.com to commit to a
specific time. Also, you will find available on
the Front Street website, a prayer guide (see
pages 3 and 4 for a printed guide) as well as a list of local,
state, and national leaders to help lead us in our prayer time.
For more information you may go to
www.nationaldayofprayer.org.

If you would like to share a devotion, but prefer to use
a written format, please email your submission (500-750 words
max) to joanna@frontstreetumc.org. We look forward to
receiving your submissions. Thank you!

Check out Facebook or visit our website for a video invitation
from our very own Mike Mitchell to participate in this
important day in our nation.

COFFEE WITH A PASTOR
Are you missing face to face time with friends? Do you have
something on your heart that you’d like to share or something
for which you’d like prayer? Grab a
cup of coffee and join Pastor Patrick
or Pastor Ross on Zoom, Wednesdays
at 10:00 a.m. This is an open
invitation for anyone just to check in,
talk about what’s on your heart, and
pray. Watch your email for the Zoom
links which will be emailed out on the
Monday before each gathering. If you’re not signed up for

FOOD DRIVE CONTINUES FOR BACKPACK MINISTRY
Front Street’s Backpack Ministry supplies food for children at
Eastlawn Elementary who would otherwise go hungry over the
weekend. While the schools are closed, this ministry will
continue to provide food on
Fridays for these children.
Please visit
www.frontstreetumc.org for a
list of food items. Please
deposit items in the Welcome
Center or call Marcy McAdams (336-213-2740) for porch pick
up. Thank you for your continued support of this ministry of
feeding the hungry in our community.

Prayers
 Lynn Chandler who is receiving
treatment for pancreatic cancer
 Virginia Detrie recovering from a fall
THE UPPER ROOM
The May-June issue of The Upper Room is
available. Please feel free to stop by the
church and pick up a copy. Copies are
located in the Welcome Center. If you
are unable to pick up a copy from the
church, The Upper Room is providing a
downloadable copy free of charge. To
take advantage of this offer, visit
https://www.upperroom.org/news/1155.
WORSHIP @ HOME
The service is available on Facebook and
YouTube. The links can be found on our
website. Visit www.frontstreetumc.org
and click
on the
green
“worship @
home” image.
FINANCIAL GIVING UPDATE
AS OF 4/24/2020
YTD Actual Giving – $379,870.21
YTD Budgeted Giving - $421,340.92
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PRAYER FOR MAY
O merciful God, we have been
thrust into profound unknowing and
uncertainty. We desire nothing
more than to return to the way
things were, yet deep in our hearts
we know this cannot happen. The
ways our lives have been
inconvenienced pales in
comparison to the plight of those
who are fighting for their lives and
those who are sacrificing their
health and safety to care for the
afflicted. Give us perspective in this
time of pandemic, O God, and
wisdom. Grant us the gift of your
Holy Spirit, so that we may live in this
time responsibly with regard for the
health of others, with prayers for
those whose lives have been
pushed to the brink, and with the
strength we need to be mentally,
spiritually, and bodily sound. Save
us from despair, and help us to put
the needs of others first as would our
Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.
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