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FIVE STEPS TO BETTER RELATIONSHIPS CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Without realizing it, we move from believing the best about our
spouse, our child, our relative, or our friend to believing the worst about
them. With their faults maximized and their strengths minimized, we
slowly close off our heart to them. Before we know it, a relational wall
has been erected by our skewed perspective and unrealistic
expectations (for example, that they won’t make mistakes, that they
should have made a different decision, etc.).
That relational wall begins a process of separation in our heart and
mind. It divides our loyalties and moves us away from the relationship
rather than towards the relationship that means so much to us.
It’s usually not the big things that kill relationships. It’s often the little
things that accumulate over time. Looking at faults through a
magnifying glass is a little thing that can do damage over the long haul
unless we do something about it.
Here are five ways to begin seeing others in a more balanced way:
1) Move the magnifying glass. Move your focus from what they do
wrong to what they do right. If you’re finding yourself critical of, or
angry, or disgusted, with your spouse, you’ve likely had tunnel vision on
their imperfections. Sit down and make a list of their strengths and what
they contribute positively to the relationship.
2) Stay focused on what you love. If you focus on what bothers you,
all you will see are the things that tick you off. Keep your eyes on what
you love so you fill your heart with love.
3) Believe the best about your loved one. Resist the urge to make
their mistake a personal offense towards you. Beware of statements you
might make to yourself like, “If he really loved me he wouldn’t have
done that,” or “She did that just to tick me off.” These kinds of
statements are fertilizer to negative emotions.
4) Get perspective. Are you making a mountain out of a molehill?
In the big scheme of things, is this really a big deal? When you measure
this imperfection, mistake, or disappointment against all the good things
about the person, you may begin to see that this situation doesn’t need
to define your whole relationship. You need spiritual perspective as well.
Remind yourself who the real enemy is (Satan), and what his agenda is
(to divide and destroy). Don’t let yourself get sucked into his distraction
and deception.
5) Learn to move forward. Sometimes we need to give grace,
forgive, and let it go. Sometimes we need to have a conversation with
the person, but only after our emotions have calmed down. And
sometimes we need to realize that our own pride or insecurity is the
bigger issue here, and it’s helpful to move the magnifying glass from our
loved one to ourselves for a few convicting minutes. But don’t let it sit
there for too long, or you’ll move from conviction to condemnation of
yourself in no time.
That old magnifying glass of Papa George’s had its place in this
world. It helped him see things more clearly at times. Magnifying
glasses in relationships can do the same. It all depends on what you’re
looking at.
What about you? Do you need to reposition your magnifying glass
toward more positive areas?

In some ways, this whole COVID mess has separated us from
one another. In other settings, it has brought us closer together;
and, by closer together I mean in proximity, not necessarily
relationally. Some of you have been thrown together inside the
house with your spouse, your child, your in-law, in a way you never
have been before. In some cases, you’ve enjoyed that newfound closeness. You’ve been able to have conversations that
have caused your relationship to grow and flourish. In other cases,
the nearness has not been positive. Perhaps, you’ve gotten on
each other’s nerves, and you don’t know what to do about it.
As I was going through some old files recently, I ran across an
article by Jill Savage. She shares a few steps that can help us
move toward healthier relationships in our lives. We can all use a
bit of help on how to relate to others in a more loving and Christian
way.
One of the things I remember about being at my grandpa’s
house (we called him Papa George) was a magnifying glass that
he kept on the table beside his chair. He used it later in life to be
able to see things in the newspaper, or to read stuff that had
come in the mail.
When you look at something under magnification it looks
bigger than it really is. The magnified image is no longer reflective
of real life because you’re seeing one thing larger than the other
things around it. Magnifying something can give an exaggerated
sense of how significant something really is.
The people we live with are imperfect human beings. They
have faults. They make mistakes. They let us down on occasion.
In these days of increased closeness, it can become easy to look
at others’ faults through a magnifying glass. I’ll even venture to
say that someone – the god of this world – the enemy who wants
to steal, divide, and destroy – helps to position the magnifying lens
on the actions or attitudes that cause us the most hurt,
disappointment, or rejection. (John 10:10 and I Peter 5:8)

continued
www.frontstreetumc.org

fsumc@frontstreetumc.org

336.227.6263

A LOOK AHEAD:
GROWING IN CHRIST
DINNER ON THE GROUNDS
On August 16, at 6:00 p.m. you are invited to come to the
church parking lot (on Webb Ave. side of the church), for a
time of food and fellowship. Bring your
own picnic dinner, something to drink,
and your lawn chair. Parking will be in
every other space to allow for physical
distancing. Set up your lawn chairs
behind your car and enjoy your dinner
while you visit with other folks.
We will ask you to wear your masks,
except while you are eating or drinking. We're hoping this will
be a time we can enjoy seeing each other, while still
observing appropriate safeguards.
VIRTUAL VBS COMING SOON
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 27
Miss Marcy will be mailing VBS packets to our Front Street
children in August. If you have a child or
grandchild that is not on our Sunday School roll
and would like for them to receive a VBS packet,
please contact Marcy McAdams at
marcy@frontstreetumc.org.
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
UMW members are assessing how to move forward when the
time for our regular meetings arrives in September. Our
general meetings are canceled for the
remainder of 2020. Circles are deciding
how to stay in touch using phone, e-mail,
and Zoom. Several service projects have
continued during the COVID crisis such as
My Sister’s House baskets, food donations,
and making masks for The Methodist
Children’s Home. Members are encouraged to continue to
support UMW activities through their prayers, deeds, and
monetary gifts.
SHARING CHRIST
AUGUST FOOD DRIVE
Front Street’s Backpack Ministry supplies food for children at

Eastlawn Elementary who would otherwise go hungry over the
weekend. In the month of August we
are asking for the following specific
food items which will be used to
support our Backpack Ministry.
●
●
●
●

pasta
canned beans
canned meat
rice

●
●
●
●

pasta sauce (no glass jars please)
cans of corn or mixed vegetables
cans of fruit
snack packs (Jell-O or fruit cups)

Please deposit your donations in the Welcome Center. This
collection will continue through August 31.
PROJECT AGAPE NEEDS YOUR HELP!
Change in collections this year...
The Project AGAPE Board requests that for the year 2020, all
groups who were planning to make Christmas
boxes this year for Project AGAPE please
consider supporting the NC Conference
Advance #S-00004 instead. Your financial
contributions are greatly needed for salary
support and expenses in Armenia.

A smile of
hope brought
about by you.

There are lots of Christmas boxes in the
warehouse in Armenia, so no child will go
without a present this year!

To make a financial gift in lieu of packing a
Christmas box, please make checks payable to
Front Street UMC with Project AGAPE in the memo line and
mail to Front Street UMC, PO Box 2597, Burlington, NC 27216.
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
We welcome new members Mark and Beth Kephart, Barry
and LuAnn Maner, and Jack Miller, Sr. to the Front Street
family.
Jack Miller was born in Fayetteville, NC in 1928 and after
finishing high school served 3 years in the Army. He attended
East Carolina University and obtained a degree in
mathematics. He worked for 31 years at Western
Electric and has enjoyed retirement a great deal.
Jack was married for almost 65 years to Mattie
Lee Miller (deceased 3-16-2020) and they have 3
children, Alice, Bill, and Jack Jr.

Prayers
 Web Jones who is recovering from
surgery due to an infection in his foot
 Jennie Beedle who is having health
issues

Congratulations to Heidi Lynn
Troxler and Joshua Adam Helms
upon their marriage on July 11.
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WORSHIP @ HOME
The service is available on Facebook and
YouTube. The links can be found on our
website. Visit www.frontstreetumc.org
and click on the
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FINANCIAL GIVING UPDATE
AS OF 7/31/2020
YTD Actual Giving –
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YTD Budgeted Giving - $737,346.61
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Dear Front Street Family,
On behalf of your Prayer Ministry Team, many blessings to
you. Please know that you, your family, and loved ones are
continually being lifted up to our Father in heaven. Before the virus,
during the virus, and after the virus, we pray for the entire Front
Street congregation. We pray that God will protect us from the evils
of this world and we give Him our thanks for allowing us the joy of
coming to Him in prayer. Many times over the years, the team has
gathered in the prayer room to celebrate births, marriages, healing
from sickness, and so many glorious things that our Father has
blessed us with. And, of course there are the times of sadness from
loss, failed attempts, and the disappointments we will always have to
face in this world. One thing is always consistent and that is the
pleasure that comes from feeling the presence of God and the
comfort that it brings. We want you to join us. It is not a
requirement to pray aloud, although that is welcomed if you are
moved to do so. There are no roll calls, assignments or absolute
rules except to have a desire to express love for your church family
and a desire in your heart to honor our almighty God. Meeting times
are the first and third Thursdays of each month at the church (by
Zoom for now). If you are currently a member, recent or long term,
we are updating the member list. Please give us your updated
contact information by sending a prayer request or contacting the
church office. We look forward to hearing from you in Jesus’ name.
In Christ,
Mike Mitchell (jorganinvest@aol.com)
Prayer Ministry Team Chair

CEREAL AND CANNED GOODS FOR THE SALVATION ARMY
Thank you for your continued support in stocking the food pantry at
the Salvation Army. We were able to make a
delivery last week to the Salvation Army because of
your faithfulness to meet the needs of the
vulnerable populations in our community.
Please feel free to drop off cereal and canned/dry
goods any time during the month. You may
deposit these items in the cabinet located in the
Welcome Center or call Betty Huneycutt (336-2120704) for porch pick up. Thank you again!

