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TIS THE SEASON!
Tis the season! For what, you ask? Could I be talking
about the fall season, where we prepare for change of
weather? Time to get out the sweaters at the back of
the closet and dust off the cookbook with your favorite
soups. Maybe I mean one of the upcoming holidays.
Halloween is around the corner so don't forget the
candy bowl. Thanksgiving is soon, and it's not too early
to start planning for that big meal and the guests you'll
have. Christmas is already showing it's face in
department stores reminding us to buy our gifts now! This
season is also for football and band, travel and
decorating, black Friday, and more... Tis the season - but
not for any of that.

This past Sunday our youth participated in a Feed the
Hunger Packathon at Holly Hill Mall.

It's no wonder then why the fourth commandment adds the
word remember. Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy.
God knew we would forget, and we have many times. Thank
God for giving us seasons to remind of not just growth and
flourishing in the spring and summer, but also of rest and
renewal in the fall and winter. I hope and pray that you and
your family will make time to rest this season.
Tis the season! The season of rest!
Pastor Stephan
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We know that this is the natural way of things, the way God
intended, and yet we often act in rejection of this truth. Fall
and winter are likely our busiest time of year filled with all of
the many things we pointed to above and probably so much
more. We don't slow down in this season, but we speed up.
We don't learn from nature here, and in a way we don't listen
to God.
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TIS THE SEASON! CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
and winter arrive. The trees around us change color and lose
their leaves. The grass in our yard slows it's growth. The birds
and squirrels quiet down and hibernate. God's creation has
been busy in the spring and summer, and now it is time to
rest.

Throughout our history the world, and even the church,
has taken it's cues for living from nature. We examine
and learn from God's creation how to best survive the
world we experience. How do you think we designed
submarines except by witnessing the creatures that swim
best, or learned to build sky scrapers that sway the way
even the strongest trees know they must? Those are
examples on a grand scale. How is it that we have
learned from nature these complex designs for living and
yet missed (or ignored) a simpler need?
Most of us wouldn't know to use a seal as an example to
build a submarine, but we know what happens when fall
continued
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A LOOK AHEAD:
KNOWING CHRIST
ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY
We will celebrate All Saints’ Sunday on November 7 at the
11:00 a.m. service, when we will remember all
those who in the last year finished their course in
faith and now rest from their labors. Join us for a
message of hope and remembrance as we
celebrate the promise of the resurrection.

GROWING IN CHRIST
THE UPPER ROOM
The November-December issue of The Upper Room is
available. Copies are located in the Welcome Center.
QUICK STEWARDSHIP MOMENTS
In preparation for our Stewardship Campaign which begins
next month, we will be sharing
weekly videos in which
individuals in different ministries
of the church share why Front
Street is important to them. Find
these videos in Tuesday’s “Front
Street Happenings” emails,
Facebook and Instagram. To be
added to the “Happenings” email list, contact
Joanna@frontstreetumc.org.
CHARGE CONFERENCE
Front Street’s annual Charge Conference is
on Thursday, October 21 at 7:45 p.m. by
Zoom. Charge Conference is a time for us
to celebrate the life of the church in
preparation for a new year.
ADVENT DEVOTIONS
Thank you to everyone who has signed up to write a devotion
to be included in our 2021 Advent
devotional booklet. There are still plenty of
scriptures remaining to be taken. The task is
straightforward—choose a scripture from the
list, write a short (300 word maximum)
devotion around that scripture, include a

title and a prayer, and submit it by October 24. Full details at
www.frontstreetumc.org.

SHARING CHRIST
WHEELCHAIR RAMP MINISTRY
The Wheel Chair Ramp Team build ramp #382 on Saturday ,
September 18, 2021. This ministry
builds ramps once a month for
individuals in Alamance County,
free of chare, to enable them to
have easier access to their home.
If you are interested in being a
part of this ministry, please
contact Tom Sineath at 336-2636048 or tom.sineath@gmail.com.
YOUTH FUNDRAISER
Get a head start on your Christmas shopping and support our
youth ministry at the same time! Stop by
the Welcome Center on Sunday morning
to place your order for Charleston Wrap
products. Alternatively, find a link at
www.frontstreetumc.org/youth.
Remember, 40% of all sales come back to
Front Street youth missions. Deadline to
order is October 17.
POINSETTIAS
Poinsettias will be placed in the Sanctuary on Sunday,
November 28. They may be given in
honor or in memory of a loved one. To
place your order visit
www.frontstreetumc.org or look for an
order form in the next newsletter. Deadline
to order is November 14. Cost is $25.00.
PRESENTATION AT ELON
The community is invited to hear the Rev. Dr. Luke Powery
speak on the topic, How Shall We Live? Jesus and Justice in a
Racialized World. The event is free and will take place
Thursday, October 28, at 7:00 p.m. in the Numen Lumen
Pavilion on the Elon Campus.

Prayers
 JoAnn Barbour recovering from recent
surgery
 Geoffrey and Marsha Browne and
family upon the death of his mother,
Winifred C. Browne, on August 24
 Jean Knox and family upon the death
of her husband, Rev. Bob Knox, on
10/10
 Cynthia Powell who is in rehab at White
Oak Manor of Burlington
 Thomas “Bud” Stadler upon the loss of
his wife, Doris, on 9/30

Thank You
Thank you to everyone who participated
in Project Agape by packing a Christmas
box. Thirty seven (37) boxes were filled,
and will make their way to the hands of
children in Armenia. Thank you for making
Christmas special for these children.
We were able to provide Allied Churches
approximately forty (40) each of food
and toiletry packets centered around
items to combat the end of summer heat
and transition into fall weather. Also, we
were able to donate six extra cases of
water. Thank you to all who supported!
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FINANCIAL GIVING UPDATE
FOR 10/8/2021
YTD Actual Giving - $808,610.69
YTD Budgeted Giving - $1,049,294.80
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