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“FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS…” CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
freely within and outside of the people Jesus has called together to be
his body in the world? As we launch our stewardship campaign this
year, it’s critical to remember that stewardship implies caretaking,
understanding that we have been entrusted with responsibilities greater
than ourselves, obligations more important than any one person.
In the fourth century there lived a great theologian and bishop
named Basil of Caesarea. He preached extensively on generosity and
care for the poor as integral to Christian discipleship. In one of his
sermons he admonishes his fellow believers, “Consider yourself, who you
are, what resources have been entrusted to you, from whom you
received them, and why you received more than others. You have
been made a minister of God's goodness, a steward of your fellow
servants. Do not suppose that all this was furnished for your own gullet!
Resolve to treat the things in your possession as belonging to others.”
Stings a little, doesn’t it? I wonder what would change if we were to trust
that God has indeed called us, in such a time as this, to embody
generosity, and trust that God has given us all that we need to live
faithfully — to give of ourselves for others — as the Body of Christ in
Burlington, NC.
Whatever generosity looks like for you, be generous, for as Paul
reminds the church community in ancient Corinth, “For if the eagerness
is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has—not
according to what one does not have,” (2 Corinthians 8:12). For such a
time as this, let’s join in renewing our covenant to live faithfully as
ministers of the church with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our
service, and our witness, so that in all things God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ.
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TOTAL BUDGET

$

1,259,154

The 2021 Budget is $4,869 lower than the 2020 Budget. A
detailed 2021 Budget is available in the church office.
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The Book of Esther tells one of the most remarkable stories in
the Bible, a story of intrigue, subterfuge, and ultimately salvation.
Unfortunately, it also happens to be one of the least read stories in
the Bible. God is never mentioned, not once, even though traces
of God’s grace can be found throughout the narrative. The story
takes place in Persia, after much of the Jewish people have
returned from exile to Israel. However, a cohort of Jews remain,
accustomed to their life in the foreign land where King Ahasuerus
rules. After shunning his betrothed, Queen Vashti, King Ahasuerus
becomes obsessed with a beautiful Jewish woman named Esther
and brings her to court. The King is advised by his cunning grand
vizier, Haman, who secretly plots to massacre the Jewish
population within their borders. Working opposite Haman is a
Jewish elder named Mordecai, who secretly advises Esther,
helping her to use her plight and proximity to the king as leverage
to prevent the destruction of her people and raise them to a
better estate.
Near to the climax of the narrative, in a moment of doubt,
Esther sends a message of despair to Mordecai, who reassures
her, “Who knows whether for such a time as this you have
attained royalty?” Here Mordecai implies that perhaps,
unbeknownst to Esther, God had some hand in affording her
status and power so that she could leverage it for the salvation of
her people. With this in mind, might it also be that this same God,
who calls us in Jesus Christ to follow him, has supplied us with all
that we need to embody generosity as an act of love for such a
time as the one in which we’re now living?
This moment in Scripture begs this question of us, living as we
are in a season of pandemic, sharp political division, racial
injustice, and uncertainty about the future of our community, our
nation, and our world. Friends, are we not still the Church of Jesus
Christ? Have we not been furnished with abundant life to be shared
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A LOOK AHEAD:
KNOWING CHRIST
ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY

We will celebrate All Saints’ Sunday on November
1. There will be reserved seating for families of
those we remember.
GROWING IN CHRIST
THE UPPER ROOM
The November-December issue of The Upper Room is
available. Please feel free to stop by the church and pick up
a copy. Copies are located in the Welcome Center and the
narthex.
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Front Street United Methodist Women continue to stay
connected to each other and the community by continuing
various mission projects. The annual meeting of the NC
Conference of United Methodist Women
on November 7 will be virtual this
year. Members may register online at
nccumw.org or by mail. The program will
focus on food insecurity – what does this
mean and education – looking at the
differences and effects of COVID-19 on education. Contact
Doris Jefferson for additional information.
CHARGE CONFERENCE
Front Street’s annual Charge Conference is
on Sunday, November 15, 2:30 p.m. by Zoom.
Charge Conference is a time for us to
celebrate the life of the church in
preparation for a new year.
SHARING CHRIST
BLOOD DRIVE
Front Street will have a blood drive on Saturday, November 7
from 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. in Aldersgate
Hall. Note: donors can go ahead and sign
up now online at www.redcrossblood.org,
sponsor code: Front Street. Also, donors

may text or call Gene Fonville at 336-260-8114 (cell) for more
information or to schedule your appointment.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Thank you to everyone who has taken a box to fill for
Operation Christmas Child. These boxes
will be delivered throughout the world to
children in need and will preach the
good news of God’s love. Please
remember to return your packed boxes
to the Welcome Center by Monday,
November 9. Thank you for your support
of Operation Christmas Child.
C4C UPCOMING EVENT
Thanksgiving is right around the corner! Eastlawn Elementary
(our C4C partner school) provides Thanksgiving meals for
some of the most food insecure families in their school. Front
Street has agreed to purchase the
turkeys for these meals
(approximately 100 families). Turkeys
are $20. Please make checks payable
to Front Street UMC with “turkey” in the
memo-line and turn into the church
office by November 20. Also,
volunteers are needed to assist with
delivering the turkeys to Eastlawn on
Monday, November 23 at 9:00 a.m.
Please contact Marcy at
marcy@frontstreetumc.org to volunteer. Thank you for your
support of this ministry and for your part in sharing Christ with
the children of Eastlawn Elementary and their families.
DRIVE THRU TRUNK OR TREAT
Our drive thru trunk or treat for the younger members of our
church family is coming up this Saturday,
October 31, 4:00-6:00 p.m. in the Webb Ave.
parking lot! Dress up in your favorite
costume and drive thru to collect candy
and treats! Enter the church parking lot
from Front Street (signs will direct you). This
event will take place rain or shine!

Prayers
Pat Fogleman recovering from a fall
Continued prayers:
 Sally Fox
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This Sunday,
November 1,
Daylight Savings
Time ends. Turn
your clocks back
1 hour!
BEL CANTO ANNOUNCEMENT
Our annual Bel Canto concert has been
cancelled for 2020. Due to COVID-19, Bel
Canto Company will not be giving any
live performances this coming season.
We are deeply disappointed as we know
that this is an event that the Front Street
family as well as members of the wider
community look forward to each year.
CEREAL SUNDAY │ NOVEMBER 1

Please deposit cereal or other canned/
dry goods in the tubs in
the cabinet in the
Welcome Center. Thank
you for helping stock the
food pantry at the
Salvation Army.
FINANCIAL GIVING UPDATE
AS OF 10/23/2020
YTD Actual Giving - $886,050.56
YTD Budgeted Giving - $1,053,352.30
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PRAYER VIGIL AND MORE:
POINSETTIA ORDER FORM
Poinsettias will be placed in the Sanctuary on
Sunday, November 29. They may be given in
honor or in memory of someone. To place your
order, please complete the form below by
November 15.
Orders are not confirmed until payment is received.
Cost is $24.00. Make your checks payable to FSUMC and mark for
Poinsettias. Please mail checks to:
Front Street UMC
PO Box 2597
Burlington, NC 27216-2597
*If you pay by check, it will be held until we have received the poinsettias.
This is so that if there is any issue with the supply, you can easily be
reimbursed.
Name: ____________________________________________________
Phone number: _____________________________________________
Number of poinsettias ordered: _________
Poinsettia 1: In honor / memory of _____________________________
Poinsettia 2: In honor / memory of _____________________________
Poinsettia 3: In honor / memory of _____________________________

□ Yes, I will be taking my poinsettia(s) after the 11AM service on
November 29*

□ No, I will not be taking my poinsettia(s)
*Please note, all poinsettias not claimed by Wednesday, December 2 will
be distributed to our homebound members.

PRAYER VIGIL
The Prayer Team invites you to participate in a PRAYER
VIGIL for OUR NATION, and the upcoming ELECTION on
Saturday, October 31, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. The chapel
will be available for prayer time (please park in the Front
Street/Davis Street
parking lot), or you may
choose to be in prayer
at home. Make a
commitment to a prayer
time, and to honor God
along with other faithful
Christians through a
dedicated time of
prayer on October 31.
Resource materials and a prayer guide are available at
www.frontstreetumc.org. Handouts will be available at
the church. Please bring your own Bible for scripture
reading.
“..if my people who are called by my name, will humble
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from
their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will
forgive their sin and will heal their land.” [2 Chronicles
7:14]
“I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession
and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and
all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” [1 Timothy 2: 1-2]
SANCTUARY FLOWERS
The following dates are available to place flowers in
the sanctuary in honor or in memory of
a loved one: November 29, and
December 6, 13, 24, and 27. Please
contact Linda Paul at 336-543-5081 or
kpaul5@triad.rr.com for details or to
sign up.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Laura Sam, Choir Director at Front Street
United Methodist Church, who was awarded the Lara
Hoggard Award on Saturday, October 17, 2020 by the North
Carolina American Choral Directors Association for
distinguished service in choral music in North Carolina!
The Lara Hoggard Award is given each
year to a NC Choral Director that has
distinguished himself/herself as an
outstanding choral director within NC,
consistently demonstrated the highest
musical standards throughout his/her
career, has been active in several
areas of education, has served and/or
held office in choral areas of
appropriate professional organizations
such as NCMEA and NCACDA, and provided statewide
leadership in the choral art. The award is selected by choral
directors from across the state that serve in all areas of
choral music including high school, middle school, college,
church, community college, community, and professional
choirs. The award is named for Lara G. Hoggard, a William
Rand Kenan, Jr. Professor of Music (Emeritus) at the
University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, and one of the most
widely recognized and honored choral and orchestral
conductors in the United States and Europe.
CROP HUNGER HONOR WALK UPDATE
The 2020 CROP Hunger Honor Walk, held individually due to
virus constraints, had the largest dollar amount turned in on
October 3, "Walk Day," in recent history. Based on these
turn ins the Walk will meet/exceed the "optimistic" goal of
$40,000 when all is said and done! Leading the way was
the Twin Lakes Community, who raised a record $14,000,
while Front Street UMC was the leading church with $6,300
turned in so far. Thanks to Front Street for your continual
church leadership in this annual hunger fighting event!
Phil Young

Special Gifts
Choir Fund

In memory of Johanna Imboden by
Nancy Sain
Endowment Fund
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Donald and Glenda Milligan
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Mr. and Mrs. Roy Harris
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In memory of Rhulon Fowler by
Donald and Glenda Milligan

In memory of Evelyne Thomason by
Donald and Glenda Milligan

In memory of Robert Watson by
Donald and Glenda Milligan
Music Fund

In memory of Leonard Butler by
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