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YOU ARE CALLED CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Martha has to stop being overcome by the expectations of
others. Nathanael has to abandon his cynicism about the
world. Matthew has to leave his tax booth. Mary Magdalene
has to surrender the past life that held her identity hostage
and kept her from God. “Come,” is only the beginning. The
rest of Jesus’s call demands a response: “Come, follow me.
In the Scripture you just read, Jesus has just called Peter,
Andrew, James, and John from their fishing nets to follow him.
Jesus now pivots to reveal a bit about himself, about who
these disciples are following, by thrusting them into the
middle of a cosmic confrontation.
In the Gospels, Jesus’s confrontations with the demonic
reveal the underlying struggle of the cosmos between chaos
and order, between division and union, between violence
and peace. Jesus’s action in these encounters embody the
love with which God mends the brokenness of the world and
breaks the resistance of people and powers that grate
against the force of God’s love.
Being called, then, also draws us into God’s worldview —
the way God sees and makes things new. Jesus embodies
this vision through acts of mercy toward the poor and sick
and broken, and through acts of resistance toward the
powerful people and forces that create division and disparity
among God’s people. Discipleship calls us to act on what
we so easily say with our lips. It calls us to act in the world in
ways that are congruent with the mercy and authority of
God. It calls us not only to say but to live in clearly visible
ways that Jesus Christ is Lord, not just of our lives, but of the
cosmos.
Indeed, when Jesus calls us, he calls us as individuals
because no one can answer your call but you. You can resist
it, you can run from it, you can busy yourself with all manner
of activity and distractions, but the call of Christ has been
tailor-made for each person in the world. Only you can
make the choice to be all-in for this journey. But the good
news is that once you answer that call, once you surrender to
it, God shows us that we’re not alone but surrounded by
people who have place and purpose in this community
called Church, woven together like the fabric of a quilt to
make something beautiful in this world — an image of
togetherness: different images, patterns, textures, colors.
Perhaps it’s time for all of us to assess whether we’re all in.
Are you following Jesus, or something or someone else?

By the grace of the living God, everyone has a gift —
something they alone give to the world and express through
the communion of Christ’s church. And because everyone
has a gift we can surmise that everyone in and of themselves is
a gift. Without your being all in, without your recognizing that
you are called by Jesus with purpose and giftedness, the body
of Christ remains incomplete.
What does it mean to be called? Perhaps something like
this. Jesus articulates God’s desire for relationship with created
humanity. He comes and invites us into the deep, original
state of belonging that God declares over us in our baptism.
He reaches out to each of us in our lack, our false
appearances we project to the world, our sense of inability or
inadequacy, our grief, and lays claim to all of it so that we
may come to the knowledge that we are known by God.
Jesus lets nothing stand between people and God, and he
does this by calling us to follow him into a new way of doing
life.
The call to be Jesus’s disciple is first of all about being
noticed and known by Jesus. When you are recognized and
called by name, it indicates that you belong and that you
matter. Jesus came to bring life and to call us into God’s
wholeness, and for it he was despised, rejected, and killed. He
surrendered all these things so that we may come to know
God’s desire for us to be whole and to belong. “Come.”
Jesus begins. “Come. Belong. Be. Be known.”
But Jesus’s call also begs a response from us. Peter,
Andrew, James, and John have to get out of the boat.
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A LOOK AHEAD:
KNOWING CHRIST
WORSHIP @ HOME OUTTAKES
After doing Worship @ Home for six months we thought it
would be fun to share some behind-the-scenes clips. The
video can be found on our Facebook page, or visit
www.frontstreetumc.org and find the link under Quick Links
(on the right of the home page.) Enjoy!
GROWING IN CHRIST
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
UMW circle members began the “new year” in September
and met via e-mails, phone calls, and a Zoom meeting for
Circle 5. Circles are continuing mission work locally and
internationally. A total of 220 handmade masks
have been donated to The Methodist Home for
Children for use among those involved in all
operations. UMW members will participate in
Operation Christmas Child for Samaritan’s Purse
this year. Details for completing the boxes will be available
when the boxes arrive within the next few weeks.
MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY
The Men's Breakfast Bible Study has started the fall Zoom
version of Bible study led by Jim Pace. The group meets by
Zoom each Thursday at 9 a.m., so the study starts two hours
later than the past breakfast meeting time at the church, For
some who could not make the early meeting the 9 a.m. start
may work better.
Each week's Bible study is based on the Lectionary Bible
Readings for the upcoming Sunday. If you would like to
attend the Zoom version of the Bible
study, please let the church office
know so your name can be added to
the invitation list. You will be sent the
Zoom instructions and the Lectionary
Bible Reading list. You will need to provide your name, phone
number, and email address. Come join the group, Jim is a
great leader and there is a lot of group participation.
ADVENT DEVOTIONS
Every year we put together an Advent Devotional for daily
use as we walk through the season of Advent toward
Christmas. We are seeking contributors to compose a short

devotion around specific scriptures to be included in the 2020
Advent Devotional. Would you like to be a part of this
venture? What is involved? 1) Choose and sign up for a
specific scripture (visit
www.frontstreetumc.org/features for the
list); 2) Compose a 300 word or less
devotion based on your selected scripture
with a title, and brief prayer at the end; 3)
Turn in a draft of your prayerful work no later
than October 30, 2020. For more information, visit the features
page of our website. Questions? Contact Joanna Strelow.
SHARING CHRIST
BLOOD DRIVE
Front Street will have a blood drive on Saturday, November 7,
from 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. in Aldersgate Hall. Note: donors
can go ahead and sign up now online at
www.redcrossblood.org, sponsor code:
Front Street. Also, donors may text or call
Gene Fonville at 336-260-8114 (cell) for
more information or to schedule your
appointment.
DRIVE THRU TRUNK OR TREAT
We are excited to announce that we are planning a Drive
Thru Trunk or Treat for the younger members of our church
family! This event will take place on Saturday, October 31,
4:00-6:00 p.m. in the Webb Ave. parking lot.
Kids/Families: Dress up in your favorite costume and drive thru
to collect candy and treats! Enter the church parking lot from
Front Street (signs will direct you). Please stay in your vehicle.
Teens/Adults: Volunteers are needed to decorate trunks
and /or distribute candy to the families as they drive
thru. Trunks can be decorated as simply or
elaborately as you want! We ask that
everyone wear a mask. Costumes are
optional. To assist with planning, please
SIGN UP at www.frontstreetumc.org or
email marcy@frontstreetumc.org by
October 20. Indicate whether you intend
to decorate, distribute candy or
both. Thank you in advance for making this holiday special
for these children. This event will take place rain or shine!

Prayers
 Sally Fox at home recovering from
recent hospital stays and rehab
 Charles Hawks recovering from heart
ablation
 Jennie Hawks recovering from knee
surgery

Congratulations
Stephen and Leana Lewis welcomed a
baby boy, Matthew Stephenson Lewis, on
September 15. Proud grandparents are
Elizabeth and Gene Fonville.
Carol and Tom Sineath welcomed their
7th grandchild, a little boy, Clark Morgan
Cummings, born September 8 to Blake
and Becky Cummings. He weighed a
whopping 1 lb. 2 oz. We are beyond
thankful for this blessing. He is growing
nicely and Blake and Becky hope to have
him home by his original due date.
FLOWER VASES NEEDED
Flower vases are needed for distribution
of flowers to our shut-ins. If you
have bud vases or any small vases
you would like to donate, please
drop them off in the church office
during office hours, 9 a.m. to 1
p.m., Monday through Friday.
FINANCIAL GIVING UPDATE
AS OF 9/25/2020
YTD Actual Giving - $796,695.74
YTD Budgeted Giving - $948,017.07
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PASTOR APPRECIATION AND MORE:
CEREAL & CANNED GOODS FOR THE SALVATION ARMY
We continue to collect cereal and canned/dry goods for the
Salvation Army. Please feel free to drop off these items any
time during the month. You may deposit
cereal or other canned/dry goods in the
tubs in the cabinet in the Welcome
Center or call Betty Huneycutt (336-2120704) for porch pick up. Thank you for
your continued support of stocking the
food pantry at the Salvation Army.

KENYAN WELL PROJECT
The picture above was taken during the digging of a well in
Kenya in 2018. It shows the moment they hit water after two
days of drilling. This well is 460 ft. deep and can produce
8,000 liters of water per hour!

SUPPORT OUR FRONT STREET PLAYSCHOOL
Front Street Playschool partners with Harris Teeter's Together in
Education program to help earn money for our program and
we need your help! It's quick and easy - all you have to do is
link your Harris Teeter VIC card to our school. Front Street
Playschool's TIE code is 6543. You can either follow the steps
listed below to link your card or you can call Rebecca Hurdle
at 336-227-6603 and she can link your card for you! Our
Playschool program thanks you!

Mark & Kenzi Fogleman serve in Kenya with God's Grace For
All Nations. Below is part of a post written by Mark (in 2018)
about the process of seeing this well project come to fruition:

UPCOMING EVENTS

"This [well] project has been a great way for us to love this
community and work with them to give everyone access to
clean water. A story we always like to share is from one of our
water committee meetings. An elder once shared that when
she sees this project taking off, she doesn’t just see Mark and
Kenzi or the western donors, but she sees God answering their
prayers. That has been our hope from the beginning. We
want this community to feel God with them, God caring for
them, and God fighting for them!
You too can be an answer to prayer! Join the Genesis
Sunday School Class in raising funds for another water well in
Kenya. Make checks payable to FSUMC with "Kenyan Well
Project" on the memo line and mail to the church office by
October 31, 2020.

October is Pastor Appreciation Month. As we show
appreciation for Pastor Ross and Pastor Patrick
during this month and throughout the year, let us
support them by keeping them in our prayers, for
they too need that hedge of loving care surrounding
them as much as we do.

2020 Alamance County CROP Hunger Walk is an
"Honor Walk" this year! The honor walk is this
Saturday, October 3. For more information

and to obtain walker donation envelopes
call Jenna Johnson at 336-584-1120 or Phil
Young at 336-584-2090.

LOST AND FOUND
If you have misplaced a man’s gray and black lightweight
Villager jacket, it is in the church office. Please stop by during
office hours, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m., to pick up.

Annual Charge Conference on Sunday,
November 15 at 2:30 p.m. by Zoom.
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