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5th Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude on “Nettleton”

Gerre Hancock (1934-2012)

As the prelude is played, prepare your home, yourself, and your family to enter into this time of worship.

Gathering
Grace, mercy, and peace are yours from the Triune God.
Let us worship the Lord.

Hymn

God Hath Spoken by the Prophets

UMH 108
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The Word, read & proclaimed
Genesis 24:34–38, 42–49, 58–67
So he introduced himself, “I am Abraham’s servant. The LORD has greatly blessed my master, and he
has become wealthy; he has given him ﬂocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves,
camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old; and he
has given him all that he has. My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my
son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; but you shall go to my father’s house,
to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’”
…
“I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O LORD, the God of my master Abraham, if now you will only
make successful the way I am going! I am standing here by the spring of water; let the young woman
who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,”
and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also”—let her be the woman whom
the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.’
“Before I had ﬁnished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water jar on her
shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ She quickly
let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water your camels.’ So I drank, and
she also watered the camels. Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of
Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on
her arms. Then I bowed my head and worshiped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God of my
master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman
for his son. Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so
that I may turn either to the right hand or to the left.”
…
And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will.”
So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his men. And
they blessed Rebekah and said to her, “May you, our sister, become thousands of myriads; may your
oﬀspring gain possession of the gates of their foes.”
Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the servant
took Rebekah, and went his way.
Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening
to walk in the ﬁeld; and looking up, he saw camels coming. And Rebekah looked up, and when she
saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, and said to the servant, “Who is the man over there,
walking in the ﬁeld to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered
herself. And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done.
Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and
he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.

Sermon
“Grief and the Consolation of the Gospel”
Rev. Patrick Murphy
As the sermon is preached, reﬂect prayerfully on the artwork printed on the following page, which
depicts Rebekah’s coming to Isaac along the road from Mesopotamia.
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James Tissot (1836–1902), “Rebecca Meets Isaac by the Way,” gouache on board, ca. 1900, France

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pontius Pilate,
was cruciﬁed, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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Prayers of the People
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Giving

“Steadfast”

Sandra McCracken (b. 1977)

Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings ﬂow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sending Forth
Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord:
Our hope is the Father.
Our refuge is the Son.
Our shelter is the Holy Spirit.
O Holy Trinity, glory to you!
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Worship Notes
Prelude
Gerre Hancock was an American organist, improviser, and composer who was most notably the
Organist and Master of the Choristers at Saint Thomas Church Fifth Avenue in New York City for
thirty-three years. This piece comes from The Bristol Collection of Contemporary Hymn Tune Preludes
for Organ, assembled by Dr. Lee Hastings Bristol, Jr. (1923-1979), president of Westminster Choir
College from 1962-1969 and an organist and composer himself. The tune NETTLETON is most often
associated with the text “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (UMH No. 400). This piece is notable
for the uniﬁcation provided by a motive based on phrase three of the hymn.
Hymn
How does God speak to us? This points to the Bible as the Word of God, spoken through the prophets
proclaiming an unchanging Word, through Christ—who is the living Word revealing God to us, and
through the Spirit—which still speaks every day reminding us that God is the Alpha and Omega, the
First and Last. This hymn was one of “Ten New Hymns on the Bible” written by George W. Briggs
(1875-1959) for the celebration of the publication of the Revised Standard Version of the Bible in
1952. The tune, EBENEZER, by Thomas J. Williams (1869-1944), became very popular in Wales. For
many years the tune was named TON-Y-BOTEL (“tune in the bottle”). The proper name [EBENEZER]
comes from the chapel in Rhos, Pontardawe of which the composer was a member at the time the
tune was composed.
Oﬀertory
Sandra McCracken is a singer-songwriter of faith whose music spans genre and is rooted deeply in
the long tradition of the Church. Her music most often reﬂects on the nature and work of the triune
God, a trait that is not as common in contemporary Christian music, where the focus is often on the
religious experience of the individual. “Steadfast,” from her album God’s Highway, invokes the
eternal “Yes” of God to humankind that we perceive as provision, mercy, grace, and love. The song
speaks from the perspective of a person declaring what God has done in times of goodness and in
times of tragedy. She recalls how God has chosen to relate to people in history and within her own
life through the cruciﬁed and risen Christ. Sandra resides in Nashville, Tennessee.
Sending Forth
This ancient aﬃrmation of faith dates to the ninth century and was written by the Turkish monastic
St. Joannicius the Great. His words succinctly declare trust in the three persons of the Holy Trinity,
distinctively and collectively, and were intended for use in liturgical worship. Orthodox Christians still
use this adulation today.
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