Front Street United Methodist Church
6th Sunday of Easter

Prelude

Rhosymedre1

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

Opening Prayer
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding:
pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things,
may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

Hymn

I Sing the Almighty Power of God2

UMH, 152
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The Word, Read
1 Peter 3:13–22
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suﬀer for doing what
is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts
sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an
accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience
clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be
put to shame. For it is better to suﬀer for doing good, if suﬀering should be God’s will, than to suﬀer
for doing evil.
For Christ also suﬀered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you
to God. He was put to death in the ﬂesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made
a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently
in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved
through water. And baptism, which this preﬁgured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who
has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made
subject to him.
John 14:15–21
Jesus continued, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he
will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with
you, and he will be in you. I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you
will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and
keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love
them and reveal myself to them.”

The Word, Proclaimed
Children’s Message
The Scriptures in Conversation
Oﬀering & Meditation
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Oﬀertory

No Conditions3

Clay Stevenson (b. 1977)

As the Aldersgate band leads us in worship, reﬂect prayerfully on this artwork, which depicts an image of the
Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ, our advocate, guide, and the very life-breath of God.

Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings ﬂow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
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born of the virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pontius Pilate,
was cruciﬁed, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Response

Alleluia Verse

William Bradley Roberts (b. 1947)

Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.
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Hymn

Holy Spirit, Come, Conﬁrm Us4

UMH, 331

Benediction
Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his power at work
within us; glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus for all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

+++

G o i n p e a c e.
+++
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Copyright Acknowledgments
All music is in the public domain, except “No Conditions”, which has been used with permission from
songwriter Clay Stevenson.

Worship Notes:
Perhaps more than any other English composer, Ralph Vaughan Williams is inextricably connected to the
rich folk song tradition of his country. This piece is part of a collection of organ preludes based on Welsh
hymn tunes that Vaughan Williams composed in 1920. The hymn melody, which appears in sustained notes
after a ﬂowing introduction, was written by 19th-century parish priest John David Edwards (1805-1885), who
named it after the Welsh town where he was vicar for more than forty years, Rhosymedre.
1

Isaac Watts (1674-1748), the “father of English hymnody,” wrote some of the ﬁrst hymns for children. In fact,
this hymn comes from the ﬁrst hymnal written exclusively for children entitled Divine Songs Attempted in
Easy Language (1715). The words are ﬁlled with vivid pictures of the handiworks of God, and remind us that
God is everywhere in our midst. The English folk tune FOREST GREEN, harmonized by Ralph Vaughan
Williams, is beautifully suited to the text and, with its repetitive AABA form, easily learned.
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Clay Stevenson is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Music at Elon University, and serves as the
Director of Music for Front Street’s Aldersgate service. His professional focus centers on music production,
critical listening, and live sound. He also serves as director for the student ensemble Techtronica. As a creator,
Stevenson crafts original scores for regional and national ad agencies, most recently for the UN-AIDS
international ad campaign. He also produces original music for regional artists and independent ﬁlms.
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Brian Foley (1919-2000) was a beloved British hymnist and Roman Catholic priest hailing from Liverpool,
England. He was ordained in 1945 after graduating from St. Mary’s College, Crosby. Following his ordination,
Foley began composing hymns, combining his musical skill with his talent for concisely articulating Christian
theology. Fourteen of his hymns were published in the New Catholic Hymnal (1971) and have since been
published in the hymnals of other denominations, including the United Methodist Hymnal (1989). “Holy Spirit,
Come, Conﬁrm Us” is his most widely published hymn.
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