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13th Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude and Fugue in C-sharp Major, BWV 848

J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

As the prelude is played, prepare your home, yourself, and your family to enter into this time of worship.

Gathering
O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples.
Glory in God’s holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.

Hymn

The Summons
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The Word, read & proclaimed
Exodus 3:1-15
Moses was herding the ﬂock of Jethro his father-in-law, priest of Midian, and he drove the ﬂock into
the wilderness and came to the mountain of God, to Horeb. And the Lord’s messenger appeared to
him in a ﬂame of ﬁre from the midst of the bush, and he saw, and look, the bush was burning with
ﬁre and the bush was not consumed. Moses thought, “Let me turn aside that I may see this great
sight, why the bush does not burn up.”
The Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, and God called to him from the midst of the bush and
said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” And God said, “Come no closer here. Take oﬀ your
sandals from your feet, for the place you are standing on is holy ground. I am the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God.
And the Lord said, “I indeed have seen the abuse of my people that are in Egypt and their outcry
because of its taskmasters. I have heard, for I know their pain. And I have come down to rescue them
from the hand of Egypt and to bring them up from that land to a goodly and spacious land, to a land
ﬂowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the
Perizzite and the Hivvite and the Jebusite. And now, look, the outcry of the Israelites has come to me
and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. And now, go that I may
send you to Pharaoh, and bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”
Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and that I should bring out the Israelites
from Egypt?” And God said, “For I will be with you. And this is the sign for you that I myself have sent
you. When you bring the people out from Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” And
Moses said to God, “When I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers and
mothers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?”
God said to Moses, “I-Will-Be-Who-I-Will-Be.” And further, “Thus shall you say to the Israelites, “IWill-Be has sent me to you.” And further still, “Thus shall you say to the Israelites: ‘The Lord God of
your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, sent me to you. That is my
name forever and thus am I invoked in all ages.”

Sermon
“That Is My Name Forever,” Rev. Patrick Murphy

“Moses and the Burning Bush”
Byzantine mosaic, 6th Century
St. Catherine’s Monastery
Sinai, Egypt.
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The Apostles’ Creed, Ecumenical Text
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pontius Pilate,
was cruciﬁed, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Giving

“Rejoice”

Dustin Kensrue (b. 1980)
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Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings ﬂow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sending Forth
“Be well, children of love and peace. And may the Lord of glory and of every gracious gift be with your
spirit.” (The Epistle of Barnabas 21:9)
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Amen.
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Worship Notes
Prelude
The Prelude and Fugue in C-sharp Major, BWV 848 is from Johann Sebastian Bach’s Well-Tempered
Clavier Book I, which was a keyboard collection compiled in 1722 that contains 48 preludes and
fugues in all of the major and minor keys. The prelude is characterized by rapid, sixteenth-note
ﬁguration that is swapped back and forth between the hands. Bach’s use of triple meter and a
periodic phrase structure suggests a courtly minuet. The aﬀect is one of gracefulness. The fugue is a
three-voice fugue with a subject and two countersubjects. It continues the boundless energy from
the prelude through the angular and playful subject stated at the beginning.
Hymn
The text for this hymn was written by Scottish hymn-writer and Church of Scotland minister John
Bell (b. 1949) after being accepted into the Iona Community in 1980. Located on the Isle of Iona, the
Iona Community is a community of men and women from diﬀerent walks of life and diﬀerent
traditions within Christianity. Its publishing house, Wild Goose Publications (the goose being a
symbol of the Holy Spirit in Gaelic Scotland), was established by Bell in 1983 as a way to expand
global worship music. The ﬁrst four stanzas of this hymn are understood to be the voice of Christ,
with the ﬁfth reﬂecting the individual singer’s response. The tune KELVINGROVE is a traditional
Scottish melody.
Oﬀertory
Dustin Kensrue has a storied career as a solo musician, but is known primarily for being a founding
member and front man of the alternative rock band Thrice, who burst onto the music scene in the
late 1990s. Amid Thrice’s incredible success, Kensrue has always remained rooted in a growing faith
in God, and has expressed that through his solo work as a musician. “Rejoice,” from his 2013 album
The Water & the Blood, is a song of adulation, imploring worshipers not to be afraid of presenting
themselves in wonder and genuine openness before the God who has revealed himself to be Love,
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who has covenanted through Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection to be with us always. The
implication is not unlike God’s command for Moses to present himself openly and honestly before
God in the image of the burning bush in this morning’s Scripture.
Benediction
Today’s benediction is borrowed from The Epistle of Barnabas, an extra-Biblical work from the late
ﬁrst/early second century, presumably written by the apostle Barnabas, who mentored and
accompanied Paul earlier in his ministry. The letter’s controversial polemic against Judaism makes it
highly unlikely that Barnabas is its true author, and so whoever the author was, the social reality of
early Christian struggles with Judaism seems to have motivated the letter’s anti-Jewish sentiments.
Nevertheless, it was treated as Scripture by some of the early fathers of the church, such as Clement
of Alexandria, prior to the ﬁxing of the New Testament canon. The letter concludes with the words
we have chosen to close today’s worship service. This choice reminds us that humans are complex,
and that though our thoughts are imperfect and can cause harm and division, there are also
moments of profound faith and goodness that can unite us.
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