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LEADING WITH LOVE CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
The Greek word mathetes, which we translate as
“disciple,” most closely means “learner,” or one who takes on
the life and teachings of another. For us that is Jesus. As
people taking on the life of Jesus, we profess a faith that
seeks understanding, which thrives on wisdom, and that
practices compassionate discernment when face-to-face
with another person for whom Christ has died. Without these
tools we navel-gaze and become angry, opinionated, and
unable to relate to others in the way that Jesus calls us to:
with love, peace, and the challenge of the Gospel.
As Christians, we’re not called to operate by
presumption or merely to confirm opinions we already hold
dear about an issue or situation or people who look, think, or
believe differently than we do. As followers of Jesus our faith
implores us to seek understanding, to relate to others in a
posture of compassion. That does not mean right and wrong,
truth and lie, ethical and unethical are ambiguous. The lie
must be called a lie, and injustice must be decried as such.
But true conversion can only happen when we let love lead
us into the life of another. And besides, sometimes it is not
others who need to change their thoughts and ways, but
ourselves.
Leading with love and listening, we become privileged
to the lived experiences of others, and open ourselves to
empathy. From a starting point of love, we leave space —
and God uses that space to create an openness — so that
we and our analogues might experience a change of heart
and behold each other with a sense of compassion and
understanding, rather than blame and disbelief. May we
lead with love, and may we view people first in light of what
they suffer, so that we may love God by loving our neighbors
as ourselves.
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CHRIST OFFERING
On Sunday, December 13, as has been our tradition, we will
receive this year’s Christ offering. This offering
assures that we not only meet our obligations for
the year, but that we testify to the light which is
Jesus Christ our Lord. If you will not attend
church in person that Sunday, please mail it to
the church or send it by any electronic means
you prefer. Just indicate “Christ Offering” on
your gift.

As Christians we are called to love our neighbors as
ourselves as an expression of our love for God. If we hope to
live these commandments that Jesus named as the
“greatest,” then we cannot approach the time in which we
are living with preconceptions, presumptions, and conspiracies
about the lives and circumstances being made known to us
day by day. Christians must lead with love, which always
seeks the welfare of those around us, which always seeks to
understand others before we seek to be understood ourselves,
so that we may, like Jesus, be with others in their pain and see
the divine spark alight within them as within ourselves.
In the letter of 1 John, we have it told to us plainly: “We
love because God first loved us. If anyone says, I love God,
and hates a brother or sister, he or she is a liar, because the
person who doesn’t love a brother or sister who can be seen
cannot love God, who cannot be seen.”
So often these days we subscribe to a phenomenon
known as “confirmation bias,” in which an opinion or idea
becomes so dearly held that we cease to entertain the idea
that our opinion or idea could be wrong. Or, we cease to
understand that we may have something to learn and to grow
toward from the experiences and insight of another.
Confirmation bias causes us to seek only those sources of
information which confirm what we already think or believe.
Doubling down because you want to be right does not make
you right, but rather betrays the weakness of our willingness to
love through the receiving of someone’s story, both their pain
and their hope.
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A LOOK AHEAD:
KNOWING CHRIST
UNITED METHODIST STUDENT DAY, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29
Gifts to the United Methodist Student Day offering help
deserving United Methodist students continue their
education and their faith
journeys as they strive to make
a difference in the world and
discern what God has called
them to do. Offering
envelopes will be provided for
your gift. To learn more about
this offering visit, www.umcgiving.org/umsd.
GROWING IN CHRIST
ADVENT DEVOTIONS
Front Street’s Advent Devotions 2020 will be available
Sunday, November 29. Please pick up a copy in the
Welcome Center, Narthex, or
Heritage Center. We ask that you
only take one copy per
family. Beginning November 29, a
devotion will be posted on Front
Street’s Facebook page three times
a week. ‘Like’ us to receive
notifications. Alternatively, sign up at
our website, www.frontstreetumc.org,
to receive Advent devotions straight
to your inbox. We hope these devotions will be a source
of renewal for you this Advent season.
BIBLE STUDY AND COFFEE WITH A PASTOR
Join Pastor Ross and Pastor Patrick as we delve into the
book of Luke beginning in
Advent. This study is open to all,and
will meet via Zoom on Wednesday
mornings at 10:00 a.m. Please read
Luke chapter 1 for the first gathering
on December 2.

SHARING CHRIST
FORGOTTEN ANGEL DRIVE
Thank you to everyone who purchased gifts for the
Salvation Army Forgotten Angel Drive. We
are still accepting donations through
Monday, November 30. Purchase an item or
two for older boys and girls. Pick up a list of
suggested items from the Welcome Center.
Please drop your unwrapped gift(s) in the
Welcome Center by the deadline.
TREES OF LOVE
This season, share Christ with our neighbors by adorning
our Trees of Love:
Tree of Grace: Pastor’s Discretionary Community
Relief Fund assists members of the community who
are in financial distress. Specifically, this fund helps to
pay for electric, gas,and water bills.

Prayers
 Marty Crank who will have major

back surgery (spinal fusion and rods)
on January 12, 2021
 The family of Dr. Jim Hayes upon his
death on November 13
 Wes and Lynn Collins upon the
death of her father, Gerald
Maynard, on 11/17
Continued prayers:
 Jane Bazemore
 Sally Fox
 Charles Hawks
 Carol McDaniel

Congratulations

Tree of Hope: Our Sister’s House has women and
children residing there over the
holidays. Help make Christmas
special for them by taking an
ornament and returning the item
listed on the reverse. Let’s bring
some hope to our neighbors who
need our help the most.

Congratulations to Paul and Helen
Bode upon the birth of their daughter,
Anne Arendell, born on November 11.
Proud grandparents are Jim and Anne
Powell and great-grandmother is
Helen Ellington.

Tree of Life: The Salvation Army has specific requests
for the following food items:
• any canned goods
• mac and cheese
• cereal
• spaghetti (noodles and sauce)

CEREAL SUNDAY
Don’t forget December 6 is Cereal
Sunday at FSUMC! Please
deposit cereal or other
canned/dry goods in the
tubs in the cabinet in the
Welcome Center. Thank you!

Adorn our Trees of Love with the spirit of giving! Please
return all items (unwrapped) to the trees by Sunday,
December 20. Note: if you are donating money or gift
cards, please return to the church office. Visit
www.frontstreetumc.org for additional information on
each Tree of Love. Thank you!

FINANCIAL GIVING UPDATE
AS OF 11/20/2020
YTD Actual Giving - $954,945.33
YTD Budgeted Giving - $1,158,687.53
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YOUTH NEWS AND MORE:
Notices from the Church Office
FROM THE FINANCE MANAGER: Offering envelopes
will be available for pick-up outside the church
office beginning Sunday, November 29.
If you give a stock gift to the church, please call the
church office and inform Tammy Page, Finance
Manager, of your gift. When the church receives a
stock gift, the donor name is not always
provided. We want to ensure the correct individual
is credited with the donation.
FROM THE EDITOR: The next newsletter (published
December 10) will be the last newsletter of the
year. Please submit any articles for inclusion by
Wednesday, December 2. The Front Street
Happenings, our electronic newsletter, will continue
to be published on Tuesdays and Fridays
throughout December. To receive this weekly
email, contact the church office.
SANCTUARY FLOWERS
The 2021 flower calendar is available in the
Welcome Center. If you are
interested in placing flowers in
the Sanctuary in honor or in
memory of a loved one, please
write your name on the Sunday
you wish to put flowers in the
church. For more information,
please contact Linda Paul at
336-543-5081 (cell) or
kpaul5@triad.rr.com (email).

PILGRIMAGE 2020
While we were all sad that we didn't get to make the drive to
Fayetteville this year, we all made the best of it and had a wonderful
time in the "virtual world". The theme was Be Claimed and for the 21
kids that attended, I would say they all took messages of love the
Lord home with them. We had good food, good fellowship, and
wonderful experiences. Thanks to Toby Thomas, Elizabeth
Gangitano, Betsy Huneycutt, and Pastor Ross Carter for their help.
Pastor Ross led us in a conversation Sunday morning before serving
COVID version communion.

“Launch Baskets” for Our Sisters’ House at Family
Abuse Services, completing our year long
commitment, were delivered on November 10.
Members of Circle #2 of UMW used a “porch drop”
system to contribute items so clients could move to
new, safe housing."

Saturday afternoon we took a short trip over to the Feed the Hunger
packing facility to pack meals and I could not be more proud. We had
21 participants (including Miss Betty) working away at stations to
pack 42 boxes of individually packed food for shipment around the
world containing 10,080 meals. If you do the math on that, each
participant packed 480 meals. Not too bad for 2 hours of work.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
A big thank you to everyone who filled Operation
Christmas Child boxes this year. Forty-five boxes
were stuffed full of wonderful
gifts for children around the
world. This is a beautiful
expression of God’s love that
we share with children.
Prayers were sent with the
boxes as they were readied
for their trip to Samaritan’s
Purse in Boone for world-wide Christmas delivery.

Feed the Hunger is a wonderful organization based here in Graham.
If you have an organization or company that is interested in
participating, they are constantly looking for folks. The cost of each
meal is $0.30 and is crucial to fighting global hunger. Half of our
meals will be sent to the island nation of Haiti, one of FTH's main
areas of operation.
Be proud of your youth, I certainly am.
Chris Huneycutt, Youth Minister

Christmas Eve Services: noon | 5 pm | 8 pm
You are invited to join us as we celebrate the birth of our savior this
Christmas Eve. As with most events this year, these services will be slightly
different than in the past. All services (20-30 mins) will be held outside
(weather permitting) on the grassy area by the playground and will include
the reading of scripture and singing of Christmas carols. Our 5 pm service is
designed especially for children and their families. Votives will be distributed
during the 8 pm service for the singing of Silent Night.
For the health of everyone please:
• Maintain a 6 feet distance between families
• Wear a mask
• Bring your own lawn chair or blanket, if you wish to sit during the
service. Of course, standing is also an option. Alternatively, worship
with us from your car with the windows rolled down.
In case of rain, a modified service will be held in Aldersgate Hall.

