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I have seen the business that God has given to humankind
with which to busy themselves. Everything God has done aptly
in its time. Eternity, too, God has put into the hearts of
humankind, without their grasping at all what it is God has
done from beginning to end. I know that there is nothing
good in it but to be merry and to partake of good things in
their lives.
– Ecclesiastes 3:10-12
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THE BUSINESS OF TIME CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
living the brief spans of their lives, have no control over when
seasons of goodness and grief may overcome them. “There is a
time and season for everything,” the writer offers, but we have
little to no control over any of it. Life happens, yes, and
sometimes cruelly, but never devoid of God’s presence, though
we sometimes fail to perceive God with us.
The writer observes that time is fleeting, and that we live
often despairing of what feels like time’s scarcity. We busy
ourselves with business unrelated to what God desires for us, and
so there’s not enough time in our lives to do all we want to do,
love who we want to love, or be all we aspire to be, we reason.
But perhaps that’s not because something is wrong with time,
like us not having enough of it, but rather that something is
wrong with how we perceive time.
Ecclesiastes declares that even in our finitude, God has
placed eternity within us, despite our inability to perceive and
fully appreciate God’s love and activity within time. This seems
like a problem, until the writer concludes there’s nothing good in
us despairing what we cannot do, only “to be merry and to
partake of good things in their lives.”
Does that mean do what you want because you just have
this one life? Of course not. I would offer that it means instead
that God redeems our time, and indeed all time, so that we can
experience its gifts.
We just finished declaring the miracle of the incarnation, that
in the flesh of Jesus the Christ, God is with us in life, in death, and
in life beyond death. Jesus, then, is the Lord of time in that he
confines himself to our perception of time and its seasons of
goodness and grief, all the while being the embodiment of the
Living God who dwells outside of time. It is Jesus’s life lived
wholly to God in time by which our time, all our time, is
redeemed before God.
Often we despair time. But our past, present, and future
belong to the God who has in Jesus lived our time. Through
Jesus we are freed to “be merry and partake in the good things
of life,” even in the midst of sorrow and grief. In doing this we
don’t ignore the bad, but rather recognize that the bad has no
power to overwhelm the truth that God is with us in all things.
We can experience joy in the midst of sorrow, life in the midst of
death, and still take seriously the ills of our hurting world.
As we give ourselves to this new year, may we not despair
time, but rather pray and reflect on how we might decide to live
passionately the time we have been given, time that has been
redeemed to significance through Jesus Christ who is with us.

Here we are, having turned over into 2021. For many of us
the dawning of new year signals the setting aside of what from
the previous year we hope to leave behind, and the taking up
of newer and healthier practices. We brim with anticipation at
what a new 365-day span of time may bring to us. But our wellintentioned transformations don’t often stick, and little
changes. I wonder if that happens not just because we don’t
often handle change well or discover diminishing returns for all
our efforts, but also because we fail to perceive time as
something in God’s hands.
On what are our feelings and hopes of newness built?
2020 brought for many of us deep sorrow, loss, and anguish
related to the pandemic and the muting of life as we have
known it. With vaccines becoming more readily available,
there are signs of hope on the horizon, but not much will
change from what we have known this last year as we roll into
2021. Restrictions remain in place, cases continue to rise, and
getting back to anything like what we would call “normal”
rests at a distance we have yet to discern.
The book of Ecclesiastes, rich in realism, offers a keen
observation about the ambiguity of time, that human beings,
continued
www.frontstreetumc.org

fsumc@frontstreetumc.org

336.227.6263

A LOOK AHEAD:
GROWING IN CHRIST
2021 LAY LEADERSHIP
The list of the 2021 lay leadership is available in the Welcome
Center.
THE UPPER ROOM
The January-February issue of The Upper Room is
available. Please feel free to stop by the church
and pick up a copy. Copies are located in the
Welcome Center.
BIBLE STUDY AND COFFEE WITH A PASTOR
Join Pastor Patrick on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. via
Zoom for a Bible Study. This study will be
ongoing with Pastor Patrick hosting the
gatherings in January. If you would like to
participate but are unable to join us on
Wednesday mornings, these gatherings will
be recorded and posted on our website
and available to view at a time that suits you.
CONFERENCE-WIDE LEADERSHIP TRAINING
In a time of adaptive strategies and new approaches, the
2021 January Leadership training, usually held in the districts,
will now be conferencewide and virtual on
January 10. Whether
you are starting a new
leadership role, or have
been serving in church
leadership for years, we hope this model of leadership training
will prepare you for your much-needed ministry. Laity and
clergy in partnership with one another is the key to a church’s
success in making disciples.
You will have a chance to choose one of five workshops,
depending on your leadership role or interests. Do you serve
on more than one committee? No problem. We will record
the sessions.

About the Workshops and Presenters:







Trustees, led by Gray Southern
Finance, led by Christine Dodson
Lay Leader, led by John Hall
State of the Connection, led by Mark Schneider
S/PPRC, led by Beth Hood

Visit https://nccumc.org/leadership/training/ for more details
and to register.

SHARING CHRIST
JANUARY FOOD DRIVE
Front Street’s Backpack Ministry supplies food for children at
Eastlawn Elementary who would otherwise go
hungry over the weekend. In the month of
January we are asking for the following specific
food items which will be used to support our
Backpack Ministry.
●
●
●
●

pasta
canned beans
canned meat
rice

●
●
●
●

pasta sauce (no glass jars please)
cans of corn or mixed vegetables
cans of fruit
snack packs (Jell-O or fruit cups)

Please deposit your donations in the Welcome Center. This
collection will continue through January 31.
SANCTUARY FLOWERS
The 2021 flower calendar is available in the Welcome Center.
If you are interested in placing flowers in the
Sanctuary in honor or in memory of a loved
one, please write your name on the Sunday
you wish to put flowers in the church. For
more information, please contact Linda Paul
at 336-543-5081 (cell) or kpaul5@triad.rr.com
(email).
The church office will be closed Monday,
January 18, in observance of Martin Luther
King Jr.’s birthday.

Prayers
 Jim and JoAnn Barbour upon the death
of her sister, Carol, on 12/26
 Marty Crank who will have major back
surgery (spinal fusion and rods) on
January 12
 Pat Fogleman who is recovering from
left knee replacement surgery
 David Hedgecock who was involved in
a serious accident on 12/15 and is
home recuperating
 Tina Manning who is recovering from
knee surgery due to an infection
 Jim and Amy Piatt and family upon the
death of his father, James B. Piatt, Sr.,
on 1/1
Praise from the Sineath family:
Clark Cummings (grandchild of Carol and
Tom) came home from the NICU on
Thursday, December 31. There are just no
words for how thankful our family is that
this day has come. Thank you for all your
prayers - they have been felt and have
been so appreciated. Thanks be to
God!!!

Thank You
Thank you all so much for your very
generous support and donations. We
couldn’t serve our community without
you! We really do appreciate your
partnership!
The Salvation Army
FINANCIAL GIVING UPDATE
AS OF 12/31/2020
YTD Actual Giving - $1,220,399.27
YTD Budgeted Giving - $1,264,022.70
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MINISTERING TO OUR CHURCH MEMBERS AND COMMUNITY:

Wheel chair ramp #379 was completed
on Saturday, January 2. This was the
team’s first ramp since March. It was for
a young girl who was injured right
before Christmas in an accident that
killed her grandmother and put her in a
wheelchair.
A little bit of Christmas cheer was shared
with our Front Street friends who are
homebound. They each received the
sweet package pictured above, as well as
a copy of our Advent Devotional booklet.

Great team,
Great Service,
for a
Great need,
with
Great Love,
to the
Glory of God.

A BIG thank you to Tom Sineath for
designing and building this stable for Ms.
Marcy's Christmas program. Despite the
cancelation of our in-person Christmas Eve
services, we were delighted to still be able
to use this fantastic structure for our Drive
-In Christmas Program on Wednesday,
December 23. Approximately 50 families
participated from their vehicles.

Special Gifts
C4C Fund

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund

In honor of Betty Huneycutt by

In honor of Jim and Ruth Colville by

Tom and Mary Holden Burke

Harriet Thomas

Christ Offering

In memory of Mrs. Catherine Faulconer Farriss by
June Reid

In memory of Tom B. Sain by
Nancy Sain

In memory of Mrs. Ava Faulconer by
June Reid

Congregation Care

In honor of Leslie Peavy by

In memory of Kenneth Fisher by

Joanne Scarborough

Ben and Jane Lee

Endowment Fund

In honor of David and Becky Johnson by
Patsy Pringle

In memory of Dave Bennett by
Lisa Thomas

In memory of Gerald Maynard by
Phil and Jean Minton

In memory of Leonard Butler by
Helen Ellington

In memory of Doris Mottinger by
Salley Bradford

In memory of Dr. James Hayes, III by
Tom and Lynn Chandler
Helen Ellington
Kernodle Clinic
Robert and Sarah Olenick
John and Judy Pratt
Don and June West

In honor of My Grandchildren by
June Reid

In honor of Cynthia Powell by
Bob and Hy Harris

In honor of John and Paula Reardon by
In memory of Johnny Roberson by

Patsy Pringle

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Fogleman

In memory of Charles and Rachel Vogler by
Meals on Wheels

Debra V. Pendleton

In honor of Charles Hawks by
Salley Bradford
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study Group

In honor of Sam Morrah by
Salley Bradford
Methodist Home for Children

In memory of Christine Fonville by
Robert H. Fonville, Jr.
Music Fund

In memory of Marion Garrison by
June Reid

In memory of Dr. James Hayes, III by
June Reid
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