Front Street United Methodist Church
Trinity Sunday

Prelude

Prelude in E-ﬂat Major, BWV 552/i1

J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

Opening Prayer
Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants grace, by the confession of a true
faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the power of your divine majesty to
worship the Unity: keep us steadfast in this faith and worship, and bring us at last to see you in your
one and eternal glory, O Father, who with the Son and the Holy Spirit live and reign, one God,
forever and ever. Amen.

Hymn

Holy, Holy, Holy2

UMH, 64
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The Word, Read
Psalm 8
O LORD, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.
Out of the mouths of babes and infants
you have founded a bulwark because of your foes,
to silence the enemy and the avenger.
When I look at your heavens, the work of your ﬁngers,
the moon and the stars that you have established;
what are human beings that you are mindful of them,
mortals that you care for them?
Yet you have made them a little lower than God,
and crowned them with glory and honor.
You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet,
all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the ﬁeld,
the birds of the air, and the ﬁsh of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
O LORD, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
Matthew 28:16–20
When Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.
When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.”

The Word, Proclaimed
Senior Reﬂections
The Scriptures in Conversation
Oﬀering & Meditation
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Oﬀertory

Holy Spirit3

Bryan and Katie Torwalt

Take this time to reﬂect prayerfully on this icon, which depicts the unity and distinction of the three persons
of the Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. At God’s table there is space also for us: holy communion.

Andrei Rublev, “The Trinity,” ca. 1425, tempera on wood panel, Moscow, Russia.

Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings ﬂow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was cruciﬁed under Pontius Pilate;
he suﬀered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and gloriﬁed,
who spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We aﬃrm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Response

Alleluia Verse

William Bradley Roberts (b. 1947)

Prayers of the People
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Hymn

Maker, in Whom We Live4

UMH, 88
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Benediction
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with us all and grant us peace.
Our hope is the Father.
Our refuge is the Son.
Our shelter is the Holy Spirit.
O Holy Trinity, glory to you!
Amen.

A Note on Our Seniors
We honor the Class of 2020 for the faithfulness and growth they have shown these last years, and for the
ways that they have added color and shape to our youth programs at Front Street. We pray for their transition
into college, and look forward to all God will do in and through them in the years to come.
They are:
• Stephen Andress, Bishop McGuinness High School — will attend Clemson University
• Evan Gilgo, Walter M. Williams High School — will attend The University of North Carolina at Charlotte
• Claire Piatt, Western Alamance High School — will attend the University of Richmond

Copyright Acknowledgments
All music is in the public domain or used with permission.

Worship Notes:
This monumental prelude is the opening to J. S. Bach’s Clavierübung III, which was a keyboard collection
published in 1739 that contains, in addition to an opening prelude and a closing fugue, chorale preludes and
other works for the German Mass. A work appropriate for Trinity Sunday, the prelude is in a key with three
ﬂats and three themes with three diﬀerent musical styles, a French overture (in the style of Jean-Baptiste
Lully (1632-1687)), an Italian galant, and a German fugue. Scholars have suggested that these three themes
represent the three persons of the Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit respectively.
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The text of this hymn, written to be sung on Trinity Sunday, is an excellent example of the hymns Reginald
Heber (1783-1826) wrote for speciﬁc times in the Christian year. Drawing from biblical passages such as
Revelation 4:8-11, in which the elders give homage to God, and from the vision in Isaiah 6, the text calls the
worshiper to unite in praise with those of biblical times. The tune NICAEA, by John Bacchus Dykes
(1823-1876), is a perfect match to Heber’s text. Dykes has cleverly interrelated its opening and reiterated
triadic (three-tone) motif with the doctrine of the Trinity formulated at the Council of Nicaea, AD 325.
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Bryan and Katie Torwalt are a husband and wife duo from Sacramento, California who started their music
recording careers in 2006. Since their beginnings, the Torwalts have created soundscapes and music that
invites worship of the living God as praise and exaltation. This particular song, “Holy Spirit,” invokes the Holy
Spirit as the force that brings us into the full presence of God, and speaks to the longing within us that wishes
to rest in God’s embrace. A ﬁtting call to praise the glory and mystery of the triune God.
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Charles Wesley (1707-1788) was one of the Christian faith’s greatest hymnists, writing well over 6,000
hymns and poems in his lifetime, and the younger brother of John Wesley (1703–1791). First published in
1747, “Maker, in Whom We Live” was originally titled “To the Trinity,” as each stanza in this hymn describes
one of the three persons of the Holy Trinity. The ﬁrst stanza discusses angels and earth exalting God, our
Creator. The second stanza expresses praise to God the Son, who gives redeeming grace to all, even sinners.
The third stanza conveys God as the Holy Spirit, with all energy and power, and expresses how we cannot
explain God's love for us. The last stanza invites all to sing and praise the unity of the God we call Trinity.
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