Front Street United Methodist Church
Ascension of the Lord

Prelude

Chorale Fantasie on ‘Lasst uns erfreuen,’ Op. 81, No. 21
Flor Peeters (1903-1986)

Opening Prayer
Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all heavens that he
might ﬁll all things: mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his promise, he abides
with his Church on earth, even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Hymn

Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise2

UMH, 312
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The Word, Read
Psalm 47
Clap your hands, all you peoples;
shout to God with loud songs of joy.
For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome,
a great king over all the earth.
He subdued peoples under us,
and nations under our feet.
He chose our heritage for us,
the pride of Jacob whom he loves.
Selah
God has gone up with a shout,
the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.
Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our King, sing praises.
For God is the king of all the earth;
sing praises with a hymn.
God is king over the nations;
God sits on his holy throne.
The princes of the peoples gather
as the people of the God of Abraham.
For the shields of the earth belong to God;
he is highly exalted.
Acts 1:1–11
In the ﬁrst book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the
day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen. After his suﬀering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying
with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father.
“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set
by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he
had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by
them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

The Word, Proclaimed
Children’s Message
The Scriptures in Conversation
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Oﬀering & Meditation

Oﬀertory

The Fullness of Your Love3

Clay Stevenson (b. 1977)

As the Aldersgate band leads us in worship, reﬂect prayerfully on this modern icon, which depicts the
Ascension of the Lord Jesus, now crowned in glory.

Ivanka Demchuk (Ukranian, b. 1990), “Christ in Glory,” 2015. Mixed media on wood.
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Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings ﬂow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pontius Pilate,
was cruciﬁed, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Response

Alleluia Verse

William Bradley Roberts (b. 1947)

Prayers of the People
4

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Hymn

Jesus Shall Reign4

UMH, 157
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Benediction
Go out into the world to bear witness to the Christ who has ascended to be everywhere present. And
as you go, may God the Father give you the grace of wisdom and revelation, may Christ Jesus lift up
his hands and bless you, and may the Spirit open to you all the riches of Christ’s inheritance.
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

Worship Notes:
The rosebud on the altar is in honor of Hannah Clarke Huneycutt, born March 23 to parents Matthew and
Julia Huneycutt, and proud Grandmother, Betty Huneycutt.
Copyright Acknowledgments: All music is in the public domain, except “The Fullness of Your Love,” which has
been recorded with permission from composer Clay Stevenson.

Flor Peeters was a Belgian organist, teacher, composer, and editor of early organ music. His compositions
are a synthesis of French and Flemish characteristics that represent a Neo-Baroque approach to composition.
This piece alternates between polyphonic, fantasia-like sections and homophonic, chorale-like sections, where
the tune, LASST UNS ERFREUEN, is most evident. The result is a piece in the style of the north German
keyboard fantasia from the seventeenth century, but with archaic and modal harmonies to give it a more
modern ﬂair.
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This hymn by Charles Wesley (1707-1788) is one of the ﬁnest for Ascension Sunday. It speaks of Christ’s
work, his triumphal entry into glory, his heavenly reign, and his intercession on our behalf. Although Christ
has disappeared from our sight, “Still he calls the world his own.” Christ is still with us! The tune is attributed
to Robert Williams (1782-1818), who, although blind from birth, was a musician of great repute. Llanfair is the
anglicized form of “Llanfechell,” the composer’s home, Mynydd Ithel, Llanfechell, Anglesey.
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Clay Stevenson is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Music at Elon University, and serves as the
Director of Music for Front Street’s Aldersgate service. His professional focus centers on music production,
critical listening, and live sound. He also serves as director for the student ensemble Techtronica. As a creator,
Stevenson crafts original scores for regional and national ad agencies, most recently for the UN-AIDS
international ad campaign. He also produces original music for regional artists and independent ﬁlms.
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Isaac Watts (1674-1748) was a minister, hymnist, and theologian known as the “father of English hymnody.”
He is credited with the writing of over 750 hymns. Originally published in 1719, “Jesus Shall Reign” is
archetypal of Watts’s use of Scriptural imagery, giving particular attention to the imagery of the Psalms. Here
his text presents a strong Christological interpretation of Psalm 72. We sing of the worldwide reign of Christ
(st. 1), who is praised by all creatures (st. 2 and 5), whose rule results in blessings on people “of every
tongue” (st. 3), and who brings redemption for the outcasts (st. 4).
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