
 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

MAY 23, 2021 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

 
Welcome:  It’s time to celebrate, we are in the presence of God.  

We invite you to joyfully prepare your hearts to receive God’s love 

and to feel connected to the Body of Christ this day.   

 

   * Please stand as you are able. 

 

                                                    ELEVEN O’CLOCK 

                                                                    

GATHERING AND COMMUNITY CONCERNS 

 

PRELUDE                             Trumpets of Light                 Dan Locklair  

                                            III. Procession                          (b. 1949)  

  (“Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall 

    walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance.” Psalm 89:15) 

                                           Tim Hudson, trumpet 

                                                                    
      CALL TO WORSHIP (RESPONSIVELY) 

Leader:  We are Easter people! 
People:  We have witnessed the resurrection of the Lord! 

Leader:  We are now called to be Pentecost people! 
People:  We are called to boldly share the good news of  

               God’s love! 

Leader:  Open your hearts, O people, to God’s great  

               power and love. 

People:  We boldly proclaim the risen Christ!  Amen. 

   
 * HYMN No. 3017     Come, Join the Dance of Trinity     KINGSFOLD  

 (see insert) 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION  

The gospel calls us to turn away from sin and be faithful 

to Christ. As we offer ourselves to him in penitence and 

faith, we renew our confidence and trust in his mercy. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)                           
Heavenly Father, you know us too well.  You know that 

we would be like the disciples following the crucifixion 

and even the resurrection. We would rather hide and 

mutter and weep, than proclaim the power of your love. 

The world is a difficult place.  We fear so much.  We want 

people to like us, and so we hold back on our 

proclamation of our faith. We don’t want to offend 

anyone. But your love and presence are not offensive. 

They are empowering and healing. Bring your holy fire 

upon us this day to ignite a spark of joy in our hearts and 

our voices.  Bring the power of your rushing wind through 

our spirits that we may be turned in new directions for 

service and witness.  We pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

PERSONAL CONFESSION AND MEDITATION (IN SILENCE) 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader:  God’s awesome love is offered to you, even 

                when you fear or are unsure of your faith. 

                Know that God is with you.  Be not afraid.  In  

                the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  
People:  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  

All:          Glory to God.  Amen. 

 

* HYMN NO. 611        Child of Blessing, Child of Promise        STUTTGART 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM                                                           Insert 

                               Matthew Stephenson Lewis 

 

             PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (IN UNISON) 
O God, your Word is more precious than fine gold and 

sweeter than purest honey. Send your Holy Spirit to 

infuse your Word with truth and grace, so that we cannot 

help but respond with wonder, faith, and trust.  Amen. 

 

   SCRIPTURE LESSON     Genesis 11:1-9; Acts 2:1-21      
 

SERMON                      "Babel and Pentecost"       Rev. Ross Carter 

 
CALL TO PRAYER 

Minister:  The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 

Minister:  Let us pray. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  

 Maker of heaven and earth;  
 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the Virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, dead, and buried;  

 the third day he rose from the dead;  

 he ascended into heaven,  

 and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  

 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the   

  dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.   Amen.   

 

 

 

* HYMN NO. 679    O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright     WAREHAM 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE                   Let All Things Now Living     Philip M. Young  

                                                Tim Hudson, trumpet                    (b. 1937) 

 

TEXT-TO-GIVE 

If you would prefer to make your contribution via Text-to-

Give, just text your offering amount to FSUMC’s dedicated 

number, 336-489-GIVE (4483). 

 

WE WELCOME our guest musician, Tim Hudson, who is assisting 

in worship today. 

 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in honor 

of Matthew Stephenson Lewis and his parents Stephen and 

Leana Lewis by Elizabeth and Gene Fonville.       

 

MEMBERS OF THE ALTAR GUILD serving in May are Marianna Harris, 

Margaret Blackwell, Teresa Chandler, Nancy Hamby, and 

Susan Taylor. 

 

THE PRAYER REQUEST CARDS are located on the tables in the 

narthex and may be placed in the offering plate or in the 

prayer request box in the narthex area, or you may email 

the prayer ministry team at prayer@frontstreetumc.org. A 

member of the prayer team will collect requests and offer 

prayers for requests given on the prayer request cards. 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS: The following dates are available to 

place flowers in the sanctuary in honor or in memory of a 

loved one:  May 30 and June 13, 20, and 27.  For more 

information, please contact Linda Paul at 336-543-5081 (cell) 

or kpaul5@triad.rr.com (email). 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

FRONT STREET  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Knowing Christ    •    Growing in Christ    •    Sharing Christ  

Our Mission: 

We thank the following for their service during our worship service: 

JAM/ASP TEAM MEETING  

There will be an important JAM/ASP team meeting today following the 11:00 

a.m. service in Aldersgate Hall.  This is for all participants and parents, and will 

cover expectations, packing needs, and other details about our upcoming 

trips.  The meeting is expected to end by 1:00 p.m. at the latest.  

 

BIBLE STUDY AND COFFEE WITH A PASTOR  

Join Pastor Ross on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. via Zoom for a Bible 

study. This study is ongoing with Pastor Ross hosting the gatherings in May. 

Look for the Zoom link in Tuesday's Front Street Happenings email.  If you 

would like to participate but are unable to join us on Wednesday mornings, 

these gatherings are recorded and posted on our website and available to 

view at a time that suits you.  

 
BIBLE SUMMER CAMP VOLUNTEERS 

Do you enjoying sharing the love of Jesus with children and helping them 

grow in their faith?  We’re hosting Bible summer camps for preschoolers and 

elementary age children, four camps in total, and Marcy McAdams would 

love for you to join her team in assisting with groups of campers!  Volunteer 

for one day or for all four days! No preparation required. The camps run from 

9 a.m. to noon over the following weeks:  
June 21-24 (preschool) 

June 28-July 1 (elementary) 

July 26-29 (preschool) 

August 2-5 (elementary)  
To learn more or volunteer, contact Marcy McAdams at 

marcy@frontstreetumc.org. 

 

GRADUATES 

This is the time of year when we celebrate students who have graduated 

from high school and college.  Our high school graduates will be recognized 

at the 11 a.m. worship service on Sunday, June 6.  We would like to recognize 

your college grad in the  newsletter.   If you have a loved one who is a new 

college graduate, please provide us their name, the school they graduated 

from, and the degree they received.  Visit www.frontstreetumc.org/features 

to complete an online graduate form, or email Pamela 

(pamela@frontstreetumc.org) by Wednesday, June 2.  We will include the list 

of 2021 graduates in the June newsletter.  

 

 

SEE BACK OF BULLETIN FOR MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastors 

Rev. Ross Carter 

Rev. Patrick Murphy 
 

Youth Minister 
Chris Huneycutt 

 

Minister of Visitation 
Leslie B. Peavy 

 

Organist/Director of Music 
Dr. Matt Brittain 

 

Choirmaster 

Laura J. Sam 
 

Director of Children’s Ministries 
Marcella Z. McAdams 

CHURCH CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 23, 2021 

Sunday, May 23  

8:45 Aldersgate Service Aldersgate Hall 

11:00 Worship Service Sanctuary 

12:00 JAM/ASP Team Meeting Aldersgate Hall 

3:00 UMYF/End of Year Outdoor Day Cedar Rock Park 

Wednesday, May 26  

6:30 Aldersgate Praise Band Aldersgate Hall 

Thursday, May 27  

7:00 Visioning Team Room 301 

Sunday, May 30  

8:45 Aldersgate Service Aldersgate Hall 

11:00 Worship Service Sanctuary 

PO Box 2597  Burlington, NC 27216 
 

www.frontstreetumc.org 

Church Office: (336)-227-6263 
 

On-Call Phone: (336)-380-4136 

LIVE-STREAMING 

We are pleased to be able to live-stream our 11:00 a.m. worship each week 

for the benefit of those who are not able to be physically present.  For those 

who would prefer to not be on camera, we endeavor to make the back half 

of the sanctuary a non-video zone.  The balcony is also available for non-

video seating. If you have any questions about this service, please feel free to 

speak with Pastor Ross. 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

Date Aldersgate 11:00 Total 

4/25 30 72 102 

5/2 25 82 107 

5/9 22 94 116 

5/16 20 164 184 

Lay Reader: Julian Mims 

Acolyte: Meredith Henry 

Crucifer: Robert Henry 

mailto:marcy@frontstreetumc.org
http://www.frontstreetumc.org/features


 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew Stephenson Lewis 
Born September 15, 2020 

Son of  Stephen and Leana Lewis 
 

    THE PRESENTATION OF THE CHILD 
Brothers and sisters in Christ: 
Through the Sacrament of Baptism we are initiated into Christ’s holy 
church.  We are incorporated into God’s mighty acts of  salvation 
and given new birth through water and the Spirit. All this is God’s gift, 
offered to us without price. We invite the parents of MATTHEW 
STEPHENSON LEWIS to present him for Holy Baptism. 

 
    THE HYMN:  Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters                   Hymn No. 605 

Wash, O God, our sons and daughters, where your cleansing waters      
 flow.  Number them among your people; bless as Christ blessed long ago.  
Weave them garments bright and sparkling; compass them with love and 
light.  Fill, anoint them; send your Spirit, holy dove and heart’s delight. 

 
 THE RENUNCIATION OF SIN  

The pastor addresses the parents of the child:  
 
On behalf of the whole church, I ask you: Do you renounce the spiritual 
forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of 
your sin?   Parents:  I do. 
 
Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, 
injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves?  
Parents:  I do. 
 
Will you nurture your child in Christ’s holy church, that by your teaching 
and example he may be guided to accept God’s grace for himself, to 

profess his faith openly, and to lead a Christian life?  Parents:  I will. 

The pastor addresses the congregation: 
 
Pastor: 
Do you, as Christ’s body, the church, reaffirm both your 
rejection of sin and your commitment to Christ?   
 
Congregation:  We do. 
 
Pastor: 
Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and 
include this person now before you in your care? 
 
Congregation: 
With God’s help we will provide the good news and live 
according to the example of Christ. We will surround 
MATTHEW STEPHENSON with a community of love and 
forgiveness, that he may grow in his service to others.  We 
will pray for him that he may be a true disciple who walks in 
the way that leads to life eternal. 
 

THE PROFESSION OF FAITH  (Unison) 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:  who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 

 
BAPTISM WITH LAYING ON OF HANDS 

  
COMMENDATION AND WELCOME 

 Pastor: 
 Members of the household of God, I commend MATTHEW 

STEPHENSON to your love and care.  Do all in your power to 
increase his faith, confirm his hope, and perfect him in love. 

 
 Congregation: 
 We give thanks for all that God has already given you and 
we welcome you in Christian love.  As members together 
with you in the body of Christ and in this congregation of 
the United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant to 
participate faithfully in the ministries of the church by our 
prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our 
witness that in everything God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ. 


