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12th Sunday after Pentecost

Partita on ‘Slane,’ Op. 65

Charles Callahan (b. 1951)

As the prelude is played, prepare your home, yourself, and your family to enter into this time of worship.

Gathering
On God rests my deliverance and my honor; my mighty rock, my refuge is in God.
Trust in God at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for us.

Hymn

Amazing Grace

UMH 378
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The Word, read & proclaimed
Jonah 3:1-10
The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city,
and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to
the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah
began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall
be overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone,
great and small, put on sackcloth.
When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, removed his robe, covered
himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. Then he had a proclamation made in Nineveh: “By the
decree of the king and his nobles: No human being or animal, no herd or ﬂock, shall taste anything.
They shall not feed, nor shall they drink water. Human beings and animals shall be covered with
sackcloth, and they shall cry mightily to God. All shall turn from their evil ways and from the violence
that is in their hands. Who knows? God may relent and change his mind; he may turn from his ﬁerce
anger, so that we do not perish.”
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the
calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

Sermon
“Be Ye Transformed”
Rev. Ross Carter
Gustave Doré, “Jonah Preaching to the Ninevites,” wood engraving, 1866, France.
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The Apostles’ Creed, Ecumenical Text
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pontius Pilate,
was cruciﬁed, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Giving

“Way Maker”

Leeland
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Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings ﬂow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sending Forth
“Peace be to the whole community, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace be with all who have an undying love for our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Ephesians 6:23-24)
And also with you. Thanks be to God! Amen.
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All music is in the public domain or has been used with permission.

Worship Notes
Prelude
Charles Callahan is a well-known American musician and organist who has been a proliﬁc composer
of sacred music for church and concert use. One of many works that he has composed for the organ,
the Partita on 'Slane' is based on an Irish folk tune that is most often sung to the text "Be Thou My
Vision" (UMH No. 451). A partita is a large-scale, multi-movement piece of music that is usually
based on a chorale and written for a keyboard instrument. This work contains six separate
movements: I. Prelude, II. Chorale, III. Trio, IV. Canon, V. Fugato, and VI. Adagio. Callahan's treatment
of the theme utilizes the organ's vast soundscape amid a variety of interesting and creative textures.
Hymn
The text for this beloved hymn was written by John Newton (1725-1807) in 1779. It is a personal
testimony of his early life as a slave trader on a slave ship. After being converted by George
Whiteﬁeld (1714-1770) and the Wesleys, he was ordained and became both a leader in the evangelical
wing of the Church of England and a vigorous opponent of slavery. His tombstone epitaph sums up
his experience: “John Newton, clerk, once an inﬁdel and libertine, a servant of slavers in Africa, was,
by the rich mercy of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, preserved, restored, pardoned, and appointed
to preach the faith he had long labored to destroy.” The tune AMAZING GRACE comes from an
anonymous source. It ﬁrst appeared with Newton’s text in William Walker’s Southern Harmony, 1835.
Artwork
Gustave Doré (1832-1883) was a French artist known particularly for his incredibly detailed woodengravings. He also curated art in various forms of illustration, including comics, caricatures, and
printmaking. Today’s artwork is one of a collection of 139 wood engravings of biblical scenes in
Doré’s series, La Grande Bible de Tours. This collection was commissioned to accompany the 1843
French translation of the Latin Vulgate Bible, known colloquially in France as the Bible de Tours. At
the center of this particular piece stands the unwilling prophet Jonah amid the ornate architecture of
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Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. Pressured by God, Jonah reluctantly preaches to the
people of the city as a crowd gathers around him. Notice Doré’s use of light, centered on Jonah and
falling on the people in closest proximity to him. Shadows rest on those yet to hear the prophet’s call
to repentance. Vertical lines adorn the engraving, many carved as ﬁne detail, perhaps suggesting the
descent of God’s mercy that will accompany the city’s repentance, much to Jonah’s dismay.
Oﬀertory
Leeland has been recording worship music for almost two decades, garnering praise for their unique
sound in the contemporary Christian music scene, recalling notable inﬂuences like Coldplay and U2.
The melodies of their music are memorable for their energy as well as for their ability to be sung in
worship settings. Leeland released their cover of “Way Maker,” written by popular Nigerian gospel
singer Sinach, in 2019, which caused a resurgence in the song’s popularity. The song recounts the
nature of God as the one through whom we receive grace upon grace. God is described as “way
maker,” “miracle worker,” “promise keeper,” “light in the darkness,” which points worshipers back to
various biblical images of God in the Old and New Testaments as being totally with and for
humankind in all things.
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