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WE HAVE EVERYTHING WE NEED CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
That to say, scarcity kills — it kills compassion, imagination,
grace, and the ability to trust that God will provide.
Not unlike that final moment in The Last Jedi, Paul
defiantly insists that what God has given in the way of
personality, strengths, gifts, relationships, and experiences is
all the raw material that God needs to do redemptive things
among and beyond our gathering. He insists this because, as
we begin to suspect in this passage, the poison of scarcity
had begun to unravel the unity of the church in Corinth.
Paul’s mission in Corinth had everything to do with helping
them to see that Christ was already present in the messiness
of the city and in the lives of those he encountered. He
preached the necessity of gratitude in recognizing how God
was making use of everyone’s gifts as they were drawn to
Jesus, and treating those hard relationships with patience
and love. In a city where all but the few at the top were
struggling to survive, a city where appearances were
everything, to be invited into a community that says, “No you
are enough, and you matter not just to us but also and more
so to God,” was virtually unheard of.
But Paul invites them to remember the electric energy
and faithfulness of Jesus that brought them together in the
first place, an energy of connection, love, and mutual
encouragement, a connection marked with kindness that lifts
the other up and that engages mercifully with those who are
hurting or pushed aside. Many voices today would have us
despair life as a struggle in scarcity. But God is not scarce.
God has done great things that in Jesus and the fruit of that
requires use to recognize the abundance that God’s love
creates in our lives. Paul recognized that even in their
imperfect messiness the Christians of Corinth had everything
they needed to live Jesus’s life right where they were. In the
same way we have everything we need to love God, resist
evil, and serve our neighbors right where we are, and God
will be with us.
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THE UPPER ROOM
The September-October issue of The Upper
Room is available. Please feel free to stop by the
church and pick up a copy. Copies are located
in the Welcome Center.

One of the most remarkable scenes of Star Wars: The Last
Jedi comes at the movie’s end, when the few surviving
Resistance fighters board their ship and escape the
devastation brought down on them by the evil First Order. In
the cabin of the ship the trilogy’s protagonist, Rey, sits
crestfallen alongside Leia, one of the most beloved and
courageous characters in the Star Wars universe. Holding the
broken pieces of her weapon, Rey looks around and sees the
once determined Resistance fighters, relieved, yet utterly
devastated by their losses. Her eyes then turn to Leia, hoping
the older and wiser leader could offer some reassurance. Rey
asks, “How do we build a rebellion out of this?” Calmly and
deliberately, Leia takes Rey’s hands, and with a defiant grin
assures her, “We have everything we need.”
It takes both resilience and trust to decide that what we
have been given, or what we have available to us is enough.
Leia’s belief in The Last Jedi stems from her experiences of loss
and victory, of pain and hope throughout her character’s story
arc. Her story, however uniquely sci-fi it is, contains within it
very human elements like loss and hope that we can connect
with as imperfect people living in an imperfect world.
Unsurprisingly, the reality of imperfection has a way of
constricting our vision into one of scarcity — a view that
convinces us that what we have is not enough, and moreover,
that there isn’t enough to go around. To function in scarcity
needlessly pits us against each other, with everyone struggling
to insure for themselves what they need, even if it comes at
the expense of those around us. It also causes despair over
the future and how life can thrive under such circumstances.
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A LOOK AHEAD:
GROWING IN CHRIST
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
UMW will begin the 2020-2021 year physically apart but will
continue to be mission warriors. The general meetings will be
cancelled until early 2021, COVID permitting. Circles 1, 2, 4,
and 5 will stay in touch via e-mails, phone calls, and Zoom.
UMW has already been busy during the
summer, delivering 105 face masks to the
Methodist Home for Children in Raleigh. This
will be an ongoing project as the need
continues. Individual circle projects (local
and international) will also continue but
modified as needed. Members are encouraged to continue
to support UMW work with their prayers, actions, and financial
gifts. Blessings, Doris Jefferson, UMW President
CHILDREN’S LIBRARY
We are grateful to Carol and David Hoxie who have recently
donated ten books to our Children’s Library:
I Am Enough by Grace Byers
Freedom Soup by Tami Charles
Ellen’s Broom by Kelly Starling Lyons
Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la Pena
Mrs. Katz and Tush by Patricia Polacco
My Papi Has a Motorcycle by Isabel Quintero
Say Something! by Peter H. Reynolds
Hidden Figures by Margo Lee Shetterly
Preaching to the Chickens by Jabari Asim
Harlem’s Little Blackbird by Renee Watson
These books deal with a variety of topics that are especially
relevant today: diversity, self-confidence, empowerment,
doing the right thing, and
accepting change. They are
multicultural and intergenerational,
spanning time from Reconstruction
to today. All are beautifully
illustrated, and several are award
winners. There are biographies of
John Lewis and Florence Mills, as
well as the story of four AfricanAmerican mathematicians at NASA. All these books are on
display in the Children’s Library.

SHARING CHRIST
2020 CROP WALK, OCTOBER 3
Yes, folks, we are going to have a 2020 CROP Walk, which will
be an Honor Walk done individually, due to virus
constraints on group gatherings. Participants can walk any
time and distance up to walk day, October 3, when recruiters
will turn in completed donation envelopes. The Walk will be
called the "Alamance County Hunger Honor Walk", and will
honor first responders to
the virus pandemic, who
will be featured on our
new CROP T-shirts! Front
Street was the leading
church in monies raised in 2019 with $6,200 and our goal for
2020 is $6,500. For more information and to obtain walker
donation envelopes call Jenna Johnson at 336-584-1120 or
Phil Young at 335-584-2090.
KENYAN WELL PROJECT
The Genesis Sunday School Class is seeking donations for a
water well in Kenya! Mark Fogleman, son of Lynn and Sharon
and grandson of Jack and Edith, is a civil engineer/missionary
in Kenya. He and his wife, Kenzie, and their soon-to-be three
children live and work in Kenya with GGFAN (God’s Grace For
All Nations). They work with local villagers and tribesmen to
form a ‘water council’ which encourages local ‘ownership’,
pride, and enhances
the likelihood of ongoing sustainability.
These wells cost
anywhere from $5,000
to $30,000 to drill and
set up. We can be a
part of something
bigger than ourselves
by supporting a well.
We have set a deadline of October 31, 2020 for collection of
contributions and hope and pray to raise $10,000 for this
project. If you would like to be part of a life-changing project
for thousands of people for generations to come, please send
your contribution into the church office. Make the checks
payable to Front Street UMC and write Kenyan Well Project on
the memo line! Sola Deo Gloria, Steve Cecil

Prayers
 Esther Bennett upon the death of her
husband, Dave Alan Bennett, on 8/16
 Ann Butler and family upon the death of
her husband, Leonard Butler, on 8/30
 Sally Fox in rehab at Peak Resources Alamance after a recent hospital stay
 Stephanie Gable is recovering from
surgery for torn cartilage in her shoulder
 Howard Hawks is recovering from hip
replacement surgery
 Chris Huneycutt will have rotator cuff
surgery on 9/8
 Brittany Murphy is recovering from a
bruised shoulder due to a car accident
 Doris Simpson is at home recovering
from a fall
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OFFICE CLOSED
The church office will be closed Monday,
September 7 in observance of Labor Day.
Have a safe and happy holiday!

Communications
Coordinator
Joanna Strelow
Building Superintendent
Jackie Long
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Joe Peloquin
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FINANCIAL GIVING UPDATE
AS OF 8/31/2020

Playschool/Babies
Morning Out Director
Rebecca Hurdle

YTD Actual Giving – $730,777.66

Afterschool Director
Catherine Mills

YTD Budgeted Giving - $842,681.84

Greetings Community Supporters!
I trust that everyone is safe and doing well. As for us, its business as usual and staff here continues to
amaze me with their dedication and innovation when it comes to providing services to the community. We
are definitely making an impact during this pandemic. As many of you are aware, ACAC continued to
persevere through the pandemic and with a dedicated staff we never closed our doors. ACAC remained
business as usual and continued the pursuit of “Ending Homelessness and Hunger in Alamance County.”
ACAC has been fortunate to be able to purchase some commercial grade equipment that will help ensure
that all areas of the shelter are being sanitized correctly. Safety of the people that we serve and the staff that
work here is of utmost importance. To this day, we are one of only a handful of congregate care settings
that have not had a positive test in the facility.
The shelter itself has been busy with a steady flow of residents moving in and out of the shelter. Most
times, we are able to get residents back on their feet and into their housing in less than 40 days. The
residents are participating in intensive case management, budgeting and tenant education classes, career
readiness classes in partnership with ACC and my personal favorite, empowerment and enrichment classes.
We are so pleased to be able to assist individuals and families to get back to their own house and way of
life. We will always be faced with challenges and we truly believe that we are ready for them and with the
support from you, we can get things done!!
To keep up with all of the awesome work that is going on, we are encouraging everyone to like, view and
share our social media pages. Get social, check in on a friend, call and check on your favorite staff person.
We want to hear from you. Follow the life of the shelter on Facebook and Instagram. The content on
theses sites tell you what we are doing and how to help support our mission. Monetary and product
donations will become extremely important over the next several months. This pandemic has brought
unsuspected expenditures that must be met in order to deliver top notch services safely.
Lastly, we will be bringing some shifts back to the shelter. We want all the Outreach Leaders, Mission
Leaders, Circle and Group Leaders, etc. to contact Sabrina Corbett at scorbett@alliedchurches.org to
ensure that your churches contact person is up to date. We are ready for our volunteers to get back in the
kitchen for some chopping, slicing and dicing. Of course, we will practice social distancing, wear mask and
gloves and use plenty of hand sanitizer, lol There will be a product donation drive held in the next couple
of weeks. Be on the lookout as the flyer and announcement will be coming out soon! Items to be donated
will include: 55-gal trash bags, paper towels, cleaning supplies, spices and seasonings and carry-out trays.
They can all be found on ACAC’s Amazon Wish List! Please continue to donate to ACAC by mail,
website, in person or on social media. We need your help to continue to do the Ministry that we do.
Respectfully,
Jai Baker, Executive Director (ACAC)

CEREAL AND CANNED GOODS FOR THE SALVATION ARMY
We continue to collect cereal and canned/dry goods for the Salvation Army. Please
feel free to drop off these items any time during the month. You may deposit cereal
or other canned/dry goods in the tubs in the cabinet in the Welcome Center or call
Betty Huneycutt (336-212-0704) for porch pick up. Thank you for your continued
support of stocking the food pantry at the Salvation Army.
THANK YOU!
Front Street UMC,
Thank you all so much for your continued support. We really appreciate your helping us help the people
in our community who need it so much. They and we are blessed by you.
Thanks!
The Salvation Army
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