
Growth and Outreach of Fort Gains First Presbyterian 

Fort Gaines First (and only!) Presbyterian Church – 24 members strong! -- is very 

active in our community.   Under the leadership of our CRE Pastor, Wade Spooner, 

who challenges and inspires us each Sunday, we seek new ways to reach out and to 

serve.   

This past Advent was a special time as the church was decorated with poinsettias, the 

Chrismon tree, and greenery. Our Christmas Candlelight Communion Service was 

followed by a time of food and fellowship and greatly enjoyed by all, including friends 

from the community and family in town for the holiday.  This year we used our 

loose change “noisy offering” to provide Christmas dinner food baskets 

for five needy families.  The smiles and hugs from the recipients truly warmed our 

hearts.   

Four of our members serve on the board for the Clay County Community 

Health Committee. This committee is  currently working to renovate a wing of the 

old hospital in town and then, with the Mercer Medical School, establish a clinic that 

will support our one  medical doctor and so provide extended service to the people of 

Clay County.  Our church hosted the group from Mercer for lunch when they came 

down for the initial discussion.  

Our Presbyterian Women serve by providing activities for the residents at the local 

nursing home and meet monthly for study, fellowship and planning.  Many of them 

are active in a yoga class that meets weekly in our Walter Flint Fellowship Hall.   

In January we ordained two second generation elders:  Susie Ann Rhodes, 

the daughter of Sue Cook who served as our Clerk of Session for many 

years, and Ken Johnson, the stepson of James McMillian.   

Plans are now underway for our annual Easter sunrise service followed by breakfast 

on the shore of beautiful Lake Walter F. George.  You are invited to join us as we 

proclaim, “He is Risen” to all of God’s creation.   

--written by Fay Isele, who, in addition to being a ruling elder at Fort Gaines, serves 
on our presbytery’s Advisory Board.  


