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As  y've moxe  throrigli  Treaty  season.  n'iarking  the 171st  ai'uuy  ersary  of  tlie  Treaty  of  Point  Elliott,  signed

January  22. 1855.  remembering  tlie  Treaty  of  Point  No  Point,  signed  January  26, 1855,  and  reflecting.just

beyond  the anniyersary  of  tlie  Medicine  Creek  Treaty,  signed  December  26. 1854,  we  find  orirsebes

thinking  less about  dates  and  inore  about  the people  wlio  stood  inside  tbose  moments  on tliese  shores,

beside  tliese  ri'y ers. uider  tliese  same  skies.

These  treaties  are not  relics  of  tlie  past.  Tliey  remain  legally  binding  comn'iitments  today

We  tliink  about  hoi'v tliose  treaties  were  made.

Not  in comfort.

Not  with  full  information

Not  syitli  sliared  langriage  or eqrial  power.

Tliey  svere signed  uider  diress.

Tl'iey  tvere  signed  amid  pressure  and  tlireat.

And  in some  cases.  they  were  not  signed  at all.

(ur  ancestors  did  not  come  to tliose  gatlieruigs  tliu'il<ing  aLiout  modern  go'y ernn"ients,  corporations.  or

futtre  recogmtion  systems.  They  yvere tliii'il<ing  about  surv  iv al. About  salmon  and  rivers.  About  s tllages

and  lxirial  grounds.  Aborit  hoy'i to preserte  lifeyyays,  land,  language,  and  kinsliip  for  children  not  yet  born.

Some  signed  because  tl'iey  believed  it was  tlie  only  way  to protect  tlieir  people

Some  refused  because  tliey  beliet  ed tlie cost  was  too great.

Some  fought  in tl'ie treaty  tsars  tliat  follosyed,  beliesing  resistance  itself  was  an act of  care.

None  of  then'i  did  this  for  only  some  of  tlieir  children

None  of  tliem  did  this  so tliat-only  some  of  tlieir  grandchildren  tsould  be ren"iembered.

None  of  then'i  inade  tl'iese  decisions  so that  entire  bands.  families  or peoples,  including  tliose  wllO

descend  from  multiple  treaty  signers  and  rmiltiple  nations,  would  later  be forgotten.

Wliat  followed  was  not  accidental.  It was  intentional

It was  enforced  tlirougli  ren'ioyals,  boarding  scliools.  confinet'nent,  and laws  that  criminalized  Indigenoris

languages,  ceremonies,  aiid  ways  of  life,  and  later  tlirough  federal  policies  such  as the General  Allohnent

Act,  Indian  Reorganization  Act.  enrollment  systems,  and  recognition  frameworks  that  deliberately

redefined  identitv.  fractured  families.  and  excluded  entire  peoples  from  the  protections  treaties  txere

meant  to secure.

Many  treaty-descended  Snoliomisl'i  families,  along  witli  many  of  our  Driwaintsli,  Steilacoom,  Chinook.

Chemakun'i,  and  otlier  relatites.  remain  outside  federal  recognition  today,  not  because  we  ceased  to exist.

but  because  federal  systems  were  designed  to narroyi  wlio  would  be seen.



Tliat  is not  yyliat  our  ai'icestors  agreed  to

Tliat  is not  svliat  tl'iey  fougbt  for.

Tliat  is not  wl'iat  tliey  pi-ayed  into  the futiire.

Wlien  we speak  of  treaties.  we  speak  y'vith our  ancestors  beside  us. Tlieir  footsteps  are still  on these

beaclies.  Their  prayers  are still  in tliis  yxind.  Tliey  remind  us that  responsibility  does  not  end.  It  is handetl

doivn.

Tlus  reflection  is botli  a call  out  and  a call  ill.

It is a call  out  to SystemS  and  narratites  tliat  contimie  to benefit  froin  selective  meinory,  selectite

recognition.  and selectiy  e responsibility.

And  it is a cafl  in to relatives,  neigliboring  tribes,  and  con'ununities  to remeinber  that  treaties  were  made

by bunan  beings  tinder  impossible  conditions,  acting  witli  care f'or tlie future  as best  they  corild.

Honoring  tlie  treaties  means  inore  tlian  inarking  anniversaries.

lt means  telliiig  tlie tnitli  alrout  hoiv  tl'iey  xvere made.

It means  recognizing  all  tlie  descendants  tliey  yxere  meant  to protect.

It means  refiising  stories  tliat  nanoyy  Indigenous  existence  to wliat  fits  on paper

Treaty  riglits  are not  special  privileges.  Tliey  are reseryed  riglits.  retained  ixlien  iast  l'iomelands  were

talcen.

Ttus  is not  about  hindoing  treaties

It is about  completing  tliei'n.

About  remembering  that  treaties  were  promises  rooted  in relationsliip.  not  mechanisms  of  erasure.

To  OurAllies  and  Those  Learning  with  [,'S

To  our  allies,  we  say  tliis  gently:  When  yori  yyalk  tliese  lands  you  walk  inside  our  ancestors  promises.

Treatv  responsibility  is not  a mon'ient.  It is a relationsliip:  one  tliat  grows  like  cedar.  slowly,  tlirougli

seasons  of  listening.

We  acknowledge  that  yse hat  e been  quieter  since  our  November  12"'  panel.  As  svinter  comes,  and

continues,  so has the need  for  internal  work.  This  qriiet  is not  absence.  It is tending.  It is strengthening

roots  beneath  tlie  sirface.

We  ask you  to continue  learning  yi ith LIS and  growuig  y'vith us. not  as obserters  of  liistoiy,  but  as people

who  noyy liy-e inside  its consequences.  Treaty  responsibility  is relationa(.  It deepens  ot  er tin'ie  tlirougli

listening  humility,  aiid  care.

We  haxe  not  left.

'vVe liave  not  gone  ats  ay.

We  are still  here.  Still  tliinking  still  listening.  still  carrying  yvliat  needs  to be carried  fot'ivard.



We tliank  tliose  iiho  hai.e contimied  to lio)d  space and yvlio tindcrstand  that  growth,  like  the seasons.

includes  rest.

We offer  tl'iis yvitli  lO'l  e and vvith  strength.

Becarise  otir  ancestors  carried  responsibility  for  tis under  impossible  conditions.  ive too must  carry  it

forward  witl'i  lionesty,  care,  and  courage.

Stav  Connectetl

If  you  would  like  to stay in tohich  and receiv  e ripdates  as we begin  to sliare  more  of  our  histoi'y.  oir  s ision.

and ways  to leam.  sripport  aiid  s'yaLk alongside  tliis  yyork,  yxe '  ' : '-o :'. r,;:=.  :.:;  .s i:iiinvite  you  to  sign  up:

Thai'ik  you  for  contintiing  to liold  space.  to learn with  us, at"id to groys alongside  us.

Read  the  Treaties
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