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Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let
your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.—
Phil. 4:4-7
Thanksgiving is right around the corner. Yet, as
we look back on this past year, some may find it
very difficult to experience a spirit of Thanksgiving. I know you’ve heard the list of difficulties that
have been before us. So I will not list them again.
I’m sure you can add to list some of your own
trials that have only added to this list. So, unless
it were a national holiday when people get a day
off work and maybe a break from school, I doubt
that many would even think about setting aside a
special day to thank the Lord as a holiday.
However, I would like you to think
about the history of thanksgiving.
It is precisely at times like we are
facing today when people first
chose to celebrate Thanksgiving! If
you remember the story of the
pilgrims, that first year in America
was anything but kind. They
suffered through a brutal
winter after they had trekked
across the Atlantic Ocean,
where they also experienced a lot of
hardship. Yet, it was in the face of these difficult
times that they decided to celebrate Thanksgiving for the first time on the shores. It actually
became a national holiday under Abraham
Lincoln, who was inspired by some editorials by
Sarah Hale, who looked to see God's blessings
even in the midst of the Civil War in 1863.

Where did people such as these learn to give
thanks to God during troubling times? They
learned it from the blessed apostles and prophets! It is so easy to let the difficulties of the day
cloud our thinking so that we believe God has left
us when times are difficult. Paul was facing such
a time as he was in prison when he wrote the
letter to the Philippians. The prophets of the Old
Testament and King David, who wrote so many of
the Psalms, also faced very difficult times in their
lives even though they were faithful to the Lord.
But amid these difficulties, this is when the Holy
Spirit moved inspired these chosen vessels to
write these words from God above
within the holy Scriptures.
What should we be thankful for,
according to the Holy Spirit? Begin
the gifts that we sometimes take
for granted because we have
them all the time. Think about the
gifts of family, food, clothing, a
roof over your head, friends,
the gift of Jesus Christ as
Savior, the church, God’s word, your
baptism, the gift of the holy supper, the gift of
God himself who comes to us through Jesus
Christ our Lord. You have the gift of creation, the
stars of the heavens, the gift of nature. We have
a land in which we are free. Most of us have a
job, and if we don’t, God still is providing for us
through some other means. So many of these
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Yes, God’s grace is with his children in this year of
2020. You may have missed a graduation. A
blessings. Thank God for the rich harvest this
wedding may have been delayed. You may have
year. We are so blessed. Certainly, the Lord is
faced illness or even the loss of loved ones. That
near as all of these blessings give evidence of
does not change the fact that the Lord of our lives
each day. Giving thanks simply reminds us of who has been and will be forever near us, as close as
is with us in these times!
the shadow is to our right hand.
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There is more. The Lord is near. Who? The Lord
So give thanks in all circumstances! See that
Jesus Christ! Remember who he is, the Lord of the the Lord is near. You will have the peace that
cross. Always remember the cross. The eyes that passes all human understanding in Christ Jesus,
looked at the outward circumstances only saw
our Lord.
defeat, and they were so wrong. The eyes of faith
In Christ,
saw our Lord win a mighty victory over our greatPastor Sheets
est enemies, sin, Satan, and death. Behind every
cross we face in life as his beloved children is our
conquering Lord. With that in mind, Paul was even
thankful in those times. He knew the Lord was
near, not far away. He knew that the love of the
Lord was all he needed to find life and enjoy life in
the Lord, the true source of joy! So with thanksgiving, recognizing God’s gracious hand, he always
gave thanks knowing that God had and would
answer all of his needs with his grace and victory.

Belvoir Christian Academy
BCA's Thanksgiving Break - Nov. 23 - 27
(Infants - PK4 open Monday and Tuesday; K - 8th closed full week)

BCA's Top Sellers in Annual PTL Fall Cookie Dough Fundraiser!

Congratulations to the top "super sellers" from BCA's recent PTL Cookie Dough/Catalog Fundraiser!
We also congratulate Mrs. Brittany Webb's second grade for being the top selling class, with combined sales totaling
$,4,558. Overall, families helped the school raised $11,500 in profit thanks to their selling efforts! Each sale brought us
reach our goal of building the new Outdoor Classroom! Ground has already been broken for the new area, and we can't
wait for students to be able to use it in the coming months!

Thanks to our generous donors, we can
now say that Phase 2 of our ongoing
Roof Project is complete!
In 2018, we began replacing sections of
our expansive roof, and this phase is
now officially complete.
Additionally, we have an updated
HVAC unit for the school's kitchen
freezer and walk-in refrigerator!

HELP US
PREP
MEALS!

We will be
preparing
breakfast for the
homeless
immediately after the late service every other
Sunday. (around 12:30 pm) It takes 4-5 people
to prepare breakfast sandwiches for 150 people.

Dates: NOV. 8 & 22

FILL THE TRUNK and THE
WHEEL BARREL! Help us by donating items for the Chattanooga
Community Kitchen.
The needs list for the Community Kitchen:
12 oz. Disposable coffee cups, Sandwich Baggies, either zip or fold over, deodorant, paper
lunch bags, and rain ponchos.
Ongoing needs include: Individual Fruit
Cups, Small Canned Items that you would take
camping or hiking, such as Pork & Beans,
Beanee Weenee, Vienna Sausage, Cheese &
Crackers. Bottled water is always a need.
Can't attend events or make it to church? That's okay. You
can donate to our Homeless/Outreach Ministry online by
going to www.gslcflock.org/give OR you can send a check to:
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 822 Belvoir Ave., Chatt., TN
37412. Put Homeless Ministry in the memo line.

The LWR
CARE-VAN:
The LWR
CARE-VAN
will pick up the
items congregations have donated
and collected.
Destinations may be refugee camps,
hospitals, orphanages, villages and sites
of natural disasters.
Date: Friday, Nov. 6th, 2020.
Drop Off time: Before 12noon.
Drop off location: Cross of Christ.
Address: 3204 Hixson Pike,
Chattanooga, TN 37415.
(if another time on Friday or Saturday would work,
please contact Eunice Timm to make arrangements).

Organizer: Eunice Timm (Cross of Christ)Let Eunice know when you’ll be arriving.
Phone: (cell) 423-227-1127 can call or
text. Email: 4betimm@epbfi.com.
Items accepted:

Quilts (https://lwr.org/quilts),
Baby Care Kits (https://lwr.org/kits/baby-care-kits),
Personal Care Kits (https://lwr.org/kits/personalcare-kits),

School Kits (https://lwr.org/kits/school-kits).
*Please note that fleece blankets are not accepted.

ADVENT CHORAL FESTIVAL
CANCELED!
Because of the possibility of spreading
COVID-19 through singing and gathering
in large groups, the Advent Choral
Festival will not be held this year.
We look forward to hosting it when
we can resume it safely.
Sandy Morris, Traditional Music Director
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9 am – 2 pm–
Blessing Place

9 am – 2 pm–
Blessing Place

9 am – 2 pm–
Blessing Place

Fri
6

Sat
7
3:00 pm– Drive
-Thru Comm.
(front of church)

10:30 am– Bible 6:30 pm– Pulse
Study w/ Pastor
Sheets

3:45 pm– Bible
Study w/ Pastor
Rosser
5 pm– Grace
Place

8
9
HOMECOMING
12:30—4 pm! 9 am – 2 pm–
Blessing Place
12:30 pm–
Drive-Thru
Comm. (at back

10

11

12

9 am – 2 pm–
Blessing Place

9 am – 2 pm–
Blessing Place

9 am – 2 pm–
Blessing Place

10:30 am–
LWML group

6:30 pm– Pulse

13

3:00 pm– Drive
-Thru Comm.
(front of church)

3:45 pm– Bible
Study w/ Pastor
Rosser

of church)

12:30 pm– Prep
meals for the
Homeless
15

5 pm– Grace
Place
16

12:30 pm–
9 am – 2 pm–
Drive-Thru
Blessing Place
Comm. (at back
of church)

22

23

12:30 pm–
9 am – 2 pm–
Drive-Thru
Blessing Place
Comm. (at back
of church)

12:30 pm– Prep
meals for the
Homeless
29

30

12:30 pm–
9 am – 2 pm–
Drive-Thru
Blessing Place
Comm. (at back
of church)

14

17

18

19

9 am – 2 pm–
Blessing Place

9 am – 2 pm–
Blessing Place

9 am – 2 pm–
Blessing Place

20

3:00 pm– Drive
-Thru Comm.
(front of church)

10:30 am– Bible 6:30 pm– Pulse 10:30 am–
Study w/ Pastor
Chemo Caps
Sheets
group

24

25

26

3:45 pm– Bible
Study w/ Pastor
Rosser

27

OFFICE CLOSED OFFICE CLOSED

9 am – 2 pm–
Blessing Place

5 pm– Grace
Place
28
3:00 pm– Drive
-Thru Comm.
(front of church)

10:30 am– Bible
Study w/ Pastor
Sheets

3:45 pm– Bible
Study w/ Pastor
Rosser

DEC. 1

DEC. 2

DEC. 3

9 am – 2 pm–
Blessing Place

9 am – 2 pm–
Blessing Place

9 am – 2 pm–
Blessing Place

10:30 am– Bible
Study w/ Pastor
Sheets

21

DEC. 4

5 pm– Grace
Place
DEC. 5
3:00 pm– Drive
-Thru Comm.
(front of church)

3:45 pm– Bible
Study w/ Pastor
Rosser
5 pm– Grace
Place

11/14– Ann Skidmore
11/15– Barbara Barnes
11/15– Sandra Green
11/16– Ben Bumgarner
11/6– Brian & Malinda Hunter (10 yrs.)
11/7– Jay & Susan Babb (33 yrs.)
11/11– Kevin & Victoria Nelson (14 yrs.)
11/14– Bob & Peggy Twomey (62 yrs.)
11/17– Paul & Pattie Henze (58 yrs.)
11/18– Tim & Libby Eachus (25 yrs.)
11/19– Dan & Mildred Norey (26 yrs.)
11/24– Chuck & Karen Lutz (30 yrs.)
11/24– Bob & Donna Wingard (47 yrs.)

11/16– Jana Denton
11/16– Barbara Rosser
11/16– Kaitlyn Wade
11/19– Melanie Brannan
11/19– Bernie Hilbrandt
11/19– Evelyn Burnette
11/20– David Besh
11/20– Malcolm Harvey
11/22– Linda Brown
11/23– Kelly Duffy
11/24– Allyson Cole
11/24– Evan McIntyre
11/25– Kelsie Johnson
11/25– Jennifer King
11/25– Jeremy Mauritzen

11/2– Linda Litton

11/25– Sheila Stephens

11/3– Jeff Henson

11/26– Brian Hunter

11/4– Jodi Vowell

11/26– Mark Kerr

11/5– Robin Breazeale

11/27– Wendy Griffith

11/5– Jacob Stephens

11/30– Jackson Babb

11/6– Kim Nosis
11/6– Roy White
11/10– Sue Manthey
11/11– Danielle Jeffers
11/12– Brent Durham
11/12– Piper Earnshaw
11/14– Barbara Dautrich
11/14– Rebecca Levings
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Help us upgrade our Youth Area!
Our Youth room is in great need for renovation. We have done a lot already, but there are
still things that need to be upgraded or purchased to make the Youth room inviting for the
future of our Youth. You can make your donation(s) by sending a check to the church or
give electronically through Givelify.
Now is an excellent time to support our Youth!

