
 
** Draft – Subject to change without notice**  

2020 Region IX VPPPA Conference Agenda  

April 21-23, 2020    Las Vegas, NV                                              
Tuesday, April 21, 2020 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm         Group Desk Registration 

9:00 am – 9:45 am         Milan 1 Labor & Management Committee Meeting  

10:00 am – 10:45 am     Milan 1 First Time Attendee Summit Overview 

11:00 am - 11:30 am      Milan Ballroom 
Region IX Meeting of the Membership – Carlos Cardoso, Region IX Chairperson and EHS 
Manager, Sherwin Williams, Reno, NV 

1:30 pm – 2:15 pm         Milan Ballroom 
Opening General Session – Carlos Cardoso, Region IX Chairperson and EHS Manager, Sherwin 
Williams, Reno, NV 

2:30 pm – 3:30 pm         Milan Ballroom Opening Keynote Speaker– Mark Norton 

3:30 pm – 3:45 pm         Promenade Networking Break   l   Sponsored by: TBD 

3:45 pm - 5:00 pm         Milan 1 
California VPP update - Iraj Pourmehraban, PE, CSP, California VPP and PSM Manager, 
California Department of Industrial Relations, Oakland, CA 

3:45 pm - 5:00 pm     Milan 4 
Arizona VPP UPDATE - Jessie Atencio, Director, Arizona Division of Occupational Safety & Health, 
Phoenix, AZ 

3:45 pm - 5:00 pm     Marche 2 
Nevada UPDATE – Stephen Rodgers, VPP Manager, Nevada Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration, Henderson, NV   

3:45 pm - 5:00 pm     Marche 1 
Hawaii, Federal and Military VPP Update - Peter Wilsey, Compliance Assistance Specialist, US 
Department of Labor, San Francisco, CA 

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm         M Pavilion Exhibit Hall Grand Opening Reception   l   Sponsored by: TBD 



 
   

2020 Region IX VPPPA Conference Agenda  

April 21-23, 2020    Las Vegas, NV                                              
Wednesday, April 22, 2020 

7:00 am - 5:00 pm         Promenade Registration 

8:00 am – 5:00 pm        M Pavilion  Exhibit Hall  

6:45 am – 7:45 am     
Villagio 
Terrace  

Hosted Attendee Breakfast   I   Sponsored by:  TBD 

8:00 am – 8:45 am      Milan 1 
Safety Culture – Is VPP Really Making a Difference – Scott Genta, Safety Specialist, Safety 
Management Services, Chandler, AZ 

8:00 am – 8:45 am      Milan 4 
Enter the Oasis: Leading Indicators Replenished – Michelle Zapanta, Lead VPP Coordinator, 
Valero, Benicia, CA 

8:00 am – 8:45 am      Marche 1 
Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 

8:00 am – 8:45 am      Marche 2 

OSHA Recordability – You Make the Call – Tami Ditmar, Senior Manager, Raytheon, Tucson, AZ 
/ Jessi Atencio, Director, ADOSH, Phoenix, AZ 

8:45 am – 9:15 am         M Pavilion Networking Break   l   Sponsored by: TBD 

9:30 am – 11:00 am     Milan Ballroom VPP Engagement Session 

11:15 am - 12:00 pm     Milan 1 
4 Life Lessons From Traveling Zombie – Tim Page-Bottorff, Senior Consultant, Safestart, Mesa, 
AZ 

11:15 am - 12:00 pm     Milan 4 
Safety Champions – Self Inspections – Manuel Jimenez, EHS Manager, Sherwin Williams, 
Victorville, CA; Orlando Fuentes, Paint Filler, Sherwin Williams, Victorville, CA; Paul Marin, 
Maintenance Coordinator, Sherwin Williams, Victorville, CA 

11:15 am - 12:00 pm     Marche 1 
WWFD – What Would Fire Do? – Joann Williams, Fire Prevention Officer, Marine Corps Logistics 
Base, Barstow, CA 

11:15 am - 12:00 pm     Marche 2 

The Ripple Effect – The Impact of Unsafe Work Acts  – Kayla Rath, Motivational Speaker, Safety 
Difference, Canyon TX 

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm  M Pavilion Hosted Attendee Lunch   l   Sponsered by:  TBD 

1:00 – 1:45 pm Milan 1 

Bridging the Generation Gap in the Workplace – Alexis Aceves, Safety Coordinator, AECOM 
Hunt, Tempe, AZ 

1:00 – 1:45 pm Milan 4 

Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 

1:00 – 1:45 pm Marche 1 

The History of the World in Six Poisons – Hyte Johnson, EHSS Director, Raytheon, Tucson, AZ, 
Max Miller, Safety Engineer, Raytheon, Tucson, AZ 

1:00 – 1:45 pm Marche 2 

Deep Dive Into an Effective Emergency Action Plan – Bill Cuningham, CEO?Developer, BERT, 
Orange, CA 

2:00 pm – 2:45 pm Milan 1 

Safety Culture: The Maturation Process – Rodney Garringer, EDCSP Manager, NAVFAC SW, 
San Diego, CA 



 

2:00 pm – 2:45 pm Milan 4 

How Situational Awareness Improves Safety – Dr. Richard Gasaway, Situational Awareness 
Matters, Saint Paul, MN 

2:00 pm – 2:45 pm Marche 1 

GHS/HazCom: Can You Pass the Compliance Test? – Glenn Trout, CEO, VelocityEHS, Chelsea, 
MI 

2:00 pm – 2:45 pm Marche 2 

The Wild West of “CBD“ and Drug Trends – Margaret Gilbert, Director of Marketing, ASAP Drug 
Solutions, Houston, TX 

2:45 pm – 3:15 pm M Pavilion Networking Break   l   Sponsored by: TBD 

3:15 pm – 4:00 pm Milan 1 

The Employee Safety Leadership Team (ESLT) – Michelle Zapanta, Lead VPP Coordinator, 
Valero, Benicia, CA 

3:15 pm – 4:00 pm Milan 4 

Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 

3:15 pm – 4:00 pm Marche 1 

Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 

3:15 pm – 4:00 pm Marche 2 

Industrial Hygiene Programs – Big Picture – Cynthia Hanko, Senior HSE Engineer, Honeywell, 
Phoeniz, AZ 

4:30 pm Start M Lobby Region IX 5K Fun Run (or Walk!) 



 
   

2020 Region IX VPPPA Conference Agenda  

April 21-23, 2020    Las Vegas, NV                                              
Thursday, April 23, 2020 

8:00 am - 12:00 pm         Promenade Registration 

6:45 am – 7:45 am     
Villagio 
Terrace  

Hosted Attendee Breakfast   I   Sponsored by:  TBD 

8:00 am – 8:45 am      Milan 1 
Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 

8:00 am – 8:45 am      Milan 4 
Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 

8:00 am – 8:45 am      Marche 1 
The REAL REASON Behind Workplace Injuries – Larry Engle, President, Guard-Safe Guarding, 
Las Vegas, NV  

8:00 am – 8:45 am      Marche 2 

Effective On-the-Job Training – Earl Brown, President and CEO, Industrial Psychologists, Inc., 
Louisville, TN 

9:00 am – 9:45 am     Milan 1 
“Fido be Safe“ A Look at Service Animals in Industry – Tim Hughes, Safety Engineer, 
Raytheon, Tucson, AZ; Raynie Force, Safety Engineer, Raytheon, Tucson, AZ  

9:00 am – 9:45 am     Milan 4 
Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 

9:00 am – 9:45 am     Marche 1 
Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 

9:00 am – 9:45 am     Marche 2 

The Hidden Hazard of Suicide in Construction – Kathleen Dobson, Safety Director, Alberici 
Constructors, Inc., St. Louis, MO 

9:45 am – 10:15 am         Promenade Networking Break   l   Sponsored by: TBD 

10:15 – 11:00 pm Milan 1 

Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 

10:15 – 11:00 pm Milan 4 

Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 

10:15 – 11:00 pm Marche 1 

Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 

10:15 – 11:00 pm Marche 2 

Rolling the Dice on Safety – Gilbert Aceves, Safety Specialist/VPP Coordinator, NRG, El 
Segundo, CA 

11:15 pm – 12:00 pm Milan 1 

Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 

11:15 pm – 12:00 pm Milan 4 

Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 



 

11:15 pm – 12:00 pm Marche 1 

Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 

11:15 pm – 12:00 pm Marche 2 

Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm  M Pavilion Hosted Attendee Lunch   l   Sponsered by:  TBD 

1:00 pm – 1:45 pm Milan 1 

Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 

1:00 pm – 1:45 pm Milan 4 

Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 

1:00 pm – 1:45 pm Marche 1 

Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 

1:00 pm – 1:45 pm Marche 2 

Session NAME – Details., Speakers (Name / title / company / city / state) 

2:00 pm – 2:30 pm Milan Ballroom Safety Summit Closing and Grand Prize Raffle 

 


