
2026 Rural Michigan 
Opioid and Substance Use Summit 

THURSDAY JULY 16, 2026

DRAFT AGENDA
Navigating the Next Era of Rural Health

7:30 - 8:30 AM

9:00 - 9:20 AM

REGISTRATION, BREAKFAST & NETWORKING

From Survival to Purpose: A Journey Through Recovery and Renewal
Carlos Vivero
Bryce Fox

9:25 - 10:25 AM

Behavioral Health Transport: Redefined and Proven 
Stephanie Rahilly, Life EMS

Kratom and Other Drug Trends 
Corey Hebner, Community Service Trooper, Michigan State Police

8:30 - 8:55 AM Opening Remarks & Northern Michigan Opioid Response Consortium Update
Joyce Fetrow, Project Director, Northern Michigan Opioid Response Consortium

12:00 - 1:00 PM

Employing People with Substance Use and Lived Experience (Employing PSULE)
Lauren Hodson, MPH, CPRC, Harm Reduction Analyst, Michigan Department of Health & Human
Services
Mary Aguirre, DNP, MSN RN, Harm Reduction Analyst, Michigan Department of Health & Human
Services
Kara Trainor, CPRC, CPSS, CHW, Peer Recovery & Outreach Coach, Integrated Services of
Kalamazoo and OnPoint in Allegan County
Chelsea Geddes, CHW, Program Coordinator, Hepatitis C Cures Program, Face Addiction Now

1:00 -2:20 PM

10:45 - 11:45 AM

Michigan's Overdose Strategy and Impact Update
Brandon Hool, MPH, Policy Advisor, Michigan Department of Health & Human Services
Katie Abraham, MPH, Policy Specialist, Office of the Chief Medical Executive, Michigan
Opioids Strategy, Michigan Department of Health & Human Services

NETWORKING LUNCH 
Please enjoy lunch, network, visit conference partners and play the QR Quest. 

Hot Topics and Ask the Clinician Panel
Moderator: David McGreaham, MD, Contracted Medical Director, Northern Michigan Opioid
Response Consortium
MaryLee Pakieser, MSN, RN, BC-FNP, Traverse Health Clinic, HRM
Muhammad Abdelhai, MD-Internal Medicine, Recovery and Addiction Services Medical Director
Thunder Bay Community Health Service Inc
Maureen C. Mead, M.D., FACEP, FASAM, Alcona Recovery Services Medical Director Alcona Health
Center 
Julia Riddle, DO, Family Medicine and Women’s Health, OB Department Chair, Munson Medical
Center, REACH Program, Harm Reduction Michigan Cadillac
Jean Talsma, DO, AOAAM, Addiction Medicine of West Michigan, Bear River Health
Benjamin Nordstrom, MD, PhD, Addiction Psychiatrist Chief Medical Officer, Behavioral Health Group 

10:25 - 10:45 AM BREAK
Please visit with our conference partners, play the QR Quest, and network!

2:20 - 2:40 PM

2:40  - 3:30 PM

3:35  - 4:30 PM

MCRH is applying to receive CME, SW, CHW, and MCBAP Credits. 4-6 credits depending on approval 

BREAK
Please visit with our conference partners, play the QR Quest, and network!

CLOSING REMARKS & EXHIBITOR PRIZES!4:30  - 4:45 PM

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM  RURAL RECOVERY HERO AWARD PRESENTATION
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