BRIEF HISTORY OF AAUW
Who founded AAUW? Emily Fairbanks Talbot and her daughter, Marion Talbot, along with several other women, established the organization. Collectively, the founding members represented 8 colleges and universities: Oberlin College, Vassar College, University of Michigan, Cornell University, University of Wisconsin, Boston University, Smith College, and Wellesley College. 
When? The first meeting of the Association of Collegiate Alumnae (ACA) was called on November 28th, 1881. In 1921, they merged with the Southern Association of College Women to officially become the American Association of University Women (AAUW).
Where? The first meeting of the ACA was held in Boston in the “hospitable halls” of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  
What was their purpose? The ACA was created to assist women in finding greater opportunities to use their education. 
And finally, the Why? At this time in our nation’s history, the common expectation for a woman was to marry, have children, keep the home, and support her husband. The path to an education beyond primary school was limited, and college preparatory programs that accepted girls were extremely rare. In addition to supporting women who had managed to graduate from college, the ACA wanted to address this lack of opportunity and work to level the playing field for girls and boys.
It’s hard sometimes for women our age and younger to truly understand what it must have been like to grow up in a world in which women were second-class citizens. A father or husband held complete authority over every facet of life, including education, marriage, healthcare, and access to property. Some of us grew up under Title IX and Roe v. Wade. We were able to get a credit card, buy a car, rent an apartment, and find a job as easily as anyone else. And others of us remember when these simple rights were not afforded to us without considerable effort.  

