
ST. MARY’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE
185 East Illinois Road, Lake Forest, Illinois 60045-1915
(847) 234-0090   Email: religioused@churchofstmary.org 
website: religiouseducation.churchofstmary.org




[bookmark: _GoBack]October 14, 2020

Dear Sponsor,

Congratulations!  You have been given that great privilege and responsibility to be a sponsor at this special moment in a young person’s life. As a sponsor, you have a link and a position that is of great importance and an opportunity to share your faith and your love for Christ with them. You can also be a support to the parents as they experience their teen’s years with all of the questions, choices, and decisions to be considered. 

One of the events that all candidates for Confirmation participate in is a Confirmation Retreat. An important part of the retreat is receiving letters of affirmation from sponsors and parents. We will present these letters to the Candidates at the end of the Retreat, during the quiet time before 5pm Mass.  Please read the following guidelines to help you write your letter. 

RETREAT SPONSOR LETTER INFORMATION AND DETAILS: (Due Monday, November 23, 2020)

Writing the letter:
· Address the child in an affirming and supportive way.
· Tell him or her how much growth you have seen in them over the last year or so.
· Share some of your own faith about what it means to be a disciple of Christ and the importance of the Sacrament of Confirmation.
· Make it as personal as you wish, as it will be for their eyes (and heart) only.

Returning the letter to the Religious Education Office:
· Use the red envelope provided (marked with “Sponsor Letter” label and the child’s name).
· Place your letter in the special red envelope.
· Return it to the Religious Education Office at the Upper Grade Center by mailing it or dropping it off.
· All letters are due no later than Monday, November 23, 2020.

Over the years, when we have asked the Confirmation Candidates what they liked most about the retreat, many of them said it was the letters they received from their parents and sponsor.  Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.


Yours in Christ,

Jeannie Brunk		          	
