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SUNDAY GOSPEL READING: 1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

COMING UP...

PRAYING THROUGH ADVENT

This Sunday, December 1st, we enter into
a “new” liturgical year in our faith -
Advent. The season of Advent (next four
Sundays prior to Christmas) invites us to:

Remember the birth of Jesus
Have hope for Jesus’ return
Thank God for becoming human
Reflect on the unexpected nature of
Jesus’ birth 

Although the world around us is telling us
it is “Christmas” now - our faith is calling
us to slow down, reflect, and prepare for
the coming of the Savior, Jesus. 
As you prepare your home for Christmas,
we hope that you will include a space
for Advent. Perhaps an Advent wreath at
your dinner table, candles in the window
(a sign of hope, a symbol of the Star of
Bethlehem, a reminder of the light of
Christ), and spending time together as a
family using the Advent activity books
handed out at RE Class.
O come, o come, Emmanuel...

JLuke 21:25-28,34-36                                                                                                                                                    Sunday Connection

Today is the first Sunday of Advent, which is also the first Sunday of the new liturgical year. The Advent
season includes the four Sundays that precede Christmas. Advent is a time of preparation for the coming
of the Lord. In this season, we recall two central elements of our faith: the final coming of the Lord in glory
and the incarnation of the Lord in the birth of Jesus. The key themes of the Advent season are watchful
waiting, preparation, and justice. -Loyola Press

NOVEMBER 28TH-29TH (THU-FRI)
PARISH & RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE
CLOSED
DECEMBER 1ST (SUNDAY): 

NO CLASSES - THANKSGIVING BREAK

DECEMBER 3RD (TUESDAY) 
4:15-5:45PM RE 1ST YEAR-6TH, 8TH (UGC)
7:00PM-8:30PM 6TH-8TH (UGC)

PARENTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN US AT THE
BEGINNING OF CLASS FOR OUR ADVENT
WREATH PRAYER IN THE ATRIUM (4:15PM & 7PM)

IN THE CLASSROOM

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/first-sunday-of-advent-cycle-c-sunday-connection/


WWW.RELIGIOUSEDUCATION.CHURCHOFSTMARY.ORG

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

PRAYER AROUND THE ADVENT WREATH
During the season of Advent, please join
your children and the Religious Education
community for prayer around the Advent
Wreath.

Instead of bringing your children to their
classroom, we ask that you bring them to the
Advent Wreath:
Sunday Weekly Classes - Center of PGC
Tuesday Weekly Classes - Atrium of UGC
Intensives - Atrium of UGC

We will begin our class session in prayer,
together, and parents/family are invited to
stay and join us for prayer, which will include
lighting the candle(s) of the Advent wreath. 
Following prayer children will be dismissed
by class to walk together to their classroom.

TUESDAY RECONCILIATION
OPPORTUNITY
All families are invited to join us for our
Reconciliation Services on Tuesday,
December 10th. Sunday  and Intensive
families are invited to join at either the
Tuesday Afternoon Reconciliation Prayer
Service or Tuesday Evening Parish Candle
Light Reconciliation Service. 
Our children in the Tuesday Afternoon
Session, grades 3-6, & 8 will attend our RE
Reconciliation Service in the Church which
will begin at 4:35pm. Our Tuesday Evening
youth in grades 6-8 will attend the Parish
Reconciliation Service following the Advent
Wreath prayer and attendance and will sit
together as a group. Please see flyer below
for more information on the Parish
celebration.
 
Celebrating the Sacrament of
Reconciliation is a wonderful way to
“prepare” our hearts to celebrate Christmas
- the birth of Jesus. 

HAVE YOU JOINED OUR TEXT
MESSAGING GROUP?

If you would like to receive text messages for
important matters, please join our Remind Text
Groups by clicking on the link or texting the following
code to 81010:

Religious Ed or text @cosmre25 (general text
messages)
Intensive Session or text @cosmsi25 
Sunday Morning Session or text @cosmsun25 
Tuesday Afternoon Session or text @cosmta25 
Tuesday Evening Session or text @cosmte25 

ABSENT FORM

Faith in the Family

Please let us know if your child will
be absent by filling out this form
and we will notify their catechist.

ABSENT FORM

http://religiouseducation.churchofstmary.org/
https://www.remind.com/join/cosmre25
https://www.remind.com/join/cosmsi25
https://www.remind.com/join/cosmsun25
https://www.remind.com/join/cosmta25
https://www.remind.com/join/cosmte25
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBFMglkgSdv6UVGv8ePW6pMc9mP-CZETRNNxvZL-uUDOxWFg/viewform?pli=1
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HEARTS OF SERVICE - THANK YOU!

This past Tuesday, November 26th, we had a total of 70 volunteers serve at Feed My
Starving Children, over two packing sessions. Thank you for taking time and bringing
your family to serve with love, energy, and determination to help starving children all
over the world. What a blessing to share in this opportunity of service as a community
of the Church of St. Mary! Our first session helped pack MannaPacks for Honduras and
our second session helped pack for Haiti. Both sessions packed a total of 26, 568 meals
which is enough to feed 73 kids for a year.
Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) is a Christian charity that provides nutritious meals
to children in need around the world. FMSC’s meals are called MannaPacks and are
designed to help prevent and reverse undernutrition. 
Families can continue to support the mission of FMSC by:

Volunteering throughout the year
Purchasing items through FMSC’s MarketPlace (fair-trade items)
Making a donation to FMSC

Faith in the Family

http://religiouseducation.churchofstmary.org/
https://www.fmsc.org/


NOVEMBER|DECEMBER CALENDAR
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around the classrooms and the parish

1st, Sunday: No Classes
DECEMBER

28th, Thursday:  Parish & RE Office Closed (Thanksgiving)
29th, Friday:  Parish & RE Office Closed

3rd, Tuesday: 4:15pm-5:45pm RE 1st Year-6th, 8th (UGC)
7:00pm-8:30pm RE 6th-8th (UGC)

8th, Sunday: 9:00am-11:45am Intensives 6th-8th (UGC)
9:30am-11am RE Kindergarten-5th  (PGC)

10th, Tuesday: 4:15pm-5:45pm RE 1st Year-6th, 8th (UGC)
7:00pm-8:30pm RE 6th-8th (UGC)
Reconciliation Prayer Service during classes

15th, Sunday: 9:30am-11am RE Kindergarten-5th  (PGC)

17th, Tuesday: 4:15pm-5:45pm RE 1st Year-6th, 8th (UGC)
7:00pm-8:30pm RE 6th-8th (UGC)

21st, Saturday: 10:00am Angels and Shepherds Practice
(UGC Gym)

No Classes: December 22nd-January 7th

Religious Education Annual Baby Shower for Jesus

Bring donations December 8th-17th to RE Class

NOVEMBER

http://religiouseducation.churchofstmary.org/


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Open to Grades 6-8
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around the classrooms and the parish

Sign-Up 
to Volunteer

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044EA5AE2AABFE3-51566158-baby#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044EA5AE2AABFE3-51566158-baby#/
http://religiouseducation.churchofstmary.org/
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around the classrooms and the parish

REGISTER BY DECEMBER 13th!

Juniors & Seniors: Join COR Ministry
for Kairos in January! Don’t wait to
sign up. Click this link or the image
to register. Any students who have
attended Kairos at school and
might be interested in leading
should reach out to Chase at
chawkins@churchofstmary.org!

This retreat is open to ALL juniors
and seniors in high school, so
please pass it on to any friends who
you think would find this
meaningful. 

Registration is open until December
13th, so take advantage of the
Thanksgiving break and sign-up!

https://churchofstmary.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/35/responses/new
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/9db1d93e-50fa-49e0-b8af-42ac13014455
http://religiouseducation.churchofstmary.org/
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/9db1d93e-50fa-49e0-b8af-42ac13014455
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http://religiouseducation.churchofstmary.org/

