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We have been flooded with problems with Japanese maple scale, 

Emerald Ash borer, exotic Ambrosia beetles, and Asian longhorned 

beetle. Now we have another to add to the list – in Maryland and 

Delaware “The Spotted Lanternfly” (Lycorma delicatula). This name is 

great – it sounds like a cool fly with some sort of lantern. Actually, it is 

a type of planthopper from Asia found in our trading partners 

homelands of China, Korea, India and Vietnam. 

 

 It was found in Pennsylvania and confirmed in Berk County on 

September 22 of 2014. On November 1 of 2014 Pennsylvania put on a 

quarantine to try to restrict the movement of this pest.  

It has spread to in Pennsylvania to over thirteen counties. In 

Pennsylvania, on May 26, 2018, an updated Spotted Lanternfly was 

published in the PA Bulletin. The quarantine is in place to stop the 

movement of Spotted Lanternfly to new areas within or out of the 

current quarantine zone and to slow its spread within the quarantine. 

The quarantine affects a variety of vehicles and other conveyances, 

plant, wood, and stone products. The following counties are currently 
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under quarantine: Berks, Bucks, Carbon, Chester, Delaware, Lancaster, 

Lebanon, Lehigh, Monroe, Montgomery, Northampton, Philadelphia, 

Schuylkill. The quarantine may be expanded in PA to new areas as 

further detections of the Spotted Lanternfly are confirmed.  

In DE and MD, the spotted lantern fly was detected, and quarantine 

areas have not been established as of January 2019.  

Penn State University and Extension, United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA), and PA Department of Agriculture (PDA) have 

joined forces to control and contain the spread of SLF.  Penn State 

University is leading the research efforts currently underway in 

Pennsylvania. In February of 2019 a meeting between Penn State 

entomologist, University of Maryland Extension, University of Delaware 

Extension, VA Extension, New York Extension, State Department of 

Agricultures from east coast states, USDA, and representatives from 

the horticulture industry will meet in North Carolina to determine 

research needs and efforts on this pest.  

In Pennsylvania the insect was found attacking over 25 species of 

trees. The host range includes pines, red maples, thin barked deciduous 

hardwoods, grapes, apples, pears, plums and peaches and it is listed to 

attacking over 70 species of plants in its homelands. Many nurseries 

have started growing fruit trees for sale into the home landscape so 

you will need to monitor for this pest if you are growing the susceptible 

species. The spotted lanternfly feeds on many types of plants but 

strongly prefers Tree of Heaven. Attacked trees will develop weeping 

wounds. These wounds will leave a greyish or black trail along the trunk. 

This sap will attract other insects to feed, notably wasps and ants. In 

late fall, adults will lay egg masses on host trees and nearby smooth 

surfaces like stone, outdoor furniture, vehicles, and structures. Newly 

laid egg masses have a grey mud-like covering which can take on a dry 

cracked appearance over time. Old egg masses appear as rows of 30-50 



brownish seed-like deposits in 4-7 columns on the trunk, roughly an 

inch long. 

 

The adult females lay eggs on smooth bark of trees, rocks and other 

smooth surfaces. If you have tree of heaven around the nursery or in 

the landscape check the bark for the presence of the egg masses. The 

eggs overwinter and nymphs hatch in spring, usually about April or May. 

The insect has four instars as a nymph... The first stage is a black 

nymph with white spots and lacking wings. In later instars the nymphs 

develop red patches in addition to the white spots. The adults are out 

in July. The adult is actually rather attractive – with hind wings that 

are red and black (in a block pattern) with a white stripe dividing them. 

The red portion of the wing is also covered with the black spots. The 

problem with these invasive species is they tend to build up in 

populations rapidly since there are few established predators or 

parasites that attack them. 

 

They have a piercing mouthpart and large populations cause dieback. 

They also excrete honeydew which builds up on plant parts with sooty 

mold growing on the honeydew.  

 

If you find an egg mass, nymphs of adults of spotted lanternfly go to 

the website DontBug.MD@Maryland.gov and report your citing.  


