
Upper School Dress Code: COVID-19 Modifications (Summer 2020) 
 
Overview: We have modified the dress code for all members of the Upper School community. 
The purpose of this modification is to ensure the highest level of safety and comfort for our 
community during the current global pandemic.  

● In short, clothes/outfits need to be neat, clean, tidy and weather appropriate. While 
students are encouraged to be comfortable, they should not dress inappropriately or 
sloppily. Pajamas, for instance, are not appropriate in this model. While they are 
comfortable, they are not appropriate for a learning environment.  

● Students are still expected to look neat and clean. All clothing must fit properly. 
● Clothing should not be worn to school unless it has been cleaned recently. For example, 

in the past, a student may have worn a pair of khaki pants twice in one week without 
washing them in between. In order to minimize germ transmission, we ask that families 
prioritize clean clothing over items that are dress-code specific.  

● We will not ask students to dress up on F days if it is hot outside. If there is a day that 
requires special attire (formal attire, class colors, theme days, etc.), we will communicate 
this to families. 
 

Face masks: We will require students to wear masks at all times, with the exception of when 
students are eating or outside and socially distanced. Students should have enough masks to 
last the school week without reusing (unless they are laundered before the next use).  
 
Ties: Students will not be required to wear ties during the 2020-2021 school year.  
 
Weather: We may have to open windows in our classrooms and shared spaces frequently to 
promote air flow. As a result, students will need to dress accordingly. We will allow our usual 
dress down gear (t-shirts, sweatshirts, shorts, etc.) to be worn on a daily basis in order to 
optimize students’ ability to learn and be comfortable. Please check the weather forecast for the 
week and make sure clean, appropriate clothing is available for your child to wear to school. We 
will make a decision for each week the Friday before that week is in session. If the weather is 
inclement, we will likely use the regular dress code guidelines. 
 
The following is adapted from our regular Dress Down Day guidelines.  
 
Allowed: 

● Shorts, jeans, sweatpants, cargo pants, leggings (if worn with long shirts), or a dress/skirt 
of appropriate length (see Dean of Students with questions about length requirements) 

● T-shirts, button-down shirts, polo shirts, sweatshirts, sweaters, and/or hoodies 
● Casual shoes with a back and a closed toe (sneakers and Toms, for example) 
● To promote school spirit, students are always encouraged to wear their Ranney gear!  

 
Not allowed:  

● Sleeveless tops, spaghetti straps, belly shirts, or any item that exposes shoulders/midriffs 



● Pajamas 
● For safety purposes, students should not wear high heels, flip-flops, or slippers.  
● Damaged items with rips, tears, stains, inappropriate images, or inappropriate language* 
● Hats, except for religious purposes or medical excuses (proper documentation is required; 

please submit to the Upper School Office)  
*inappropriate material is at the discretion of the administration - see Dean of Students with questions  

 
Hair, Makeup, and Accessories 

● Students should not come to school with excessive facial hair, makeup, or piercings 
○ Hair Style and Color: Hairstyles must be neat; hair color must be a natural hue 
○ Hair Length: Hairstyles should not interfere with a student’s ability to see or to be 

seen by others (for example, hair should not cover a student’s eyes or face) 
○ Tattoos: Tattoos or other forms of body art should not be visible 

 
 

 
 
 

 


