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MMW Receives Two Grants 
 

 
The Chicago Community Trust and Michael Reese Health 

Trust have provided grants of $88,000 and $45,000 

respectively to Make Medicare Work (MMW). 

 

“We are incredibly honored to receive continued support for 

MMW from both The Chicago Community Trust and the 

Michael Reese Health Trust,” said Jonathan Lavin, 

AgeOptions president and CEO. Jason Echols, AgeOptions 

manager of Health Care Access, stated, “Without their support, our program would not be able 

to connect with hundreds of professionals serving Medicare beneficiaries across Illinois.” 

 

MMW is led by AgeOptions, Health & Disability Advocates, and Progress Center for 

Independent Living. Its goal is to help older adults and people with disabilities in Illinois access 

affordable health care and use their health care benefits effectively. 

 

It achieves this goal by providing high quality, accessible training, materials and technical 

assistance to professionals who assist older adults and people with disabilities in navigating 

health care benefits, and through advocacy with and on behalf of older adults, people with 

disabilities and the professionals who serve them. MMW was created through the generous 

support of the Michael Reese Health Trust, the Retirement Research Foundation and The 

Chicago Community Trust. 

 

The Chicago Community Trust grant supports MMW staff in promoting access to affordable 

health care options for older adults and people with disabilities in Illinois. 

 



 
 

 

For more than 100 years, The Chicago Community Trust has provided grant making to 

thousands of organizations to enhance the quality of life for individuals and communities across 

metropolitan Chicago. The Trust’s grant making is supported by the generosity of local residents 

who have used the Trust to manage their charitable giving and address the region’s most 

pressing needs and promising opportunities. 

 

With the Michael Reese Health Trust grant, AgeOptions seeks to expand MMW membership, 

engage current membership and increase fee-for-service offerings. 

 

The Michael Reese Health Trust seeks to improve the health of people in Chicago’s 

metropolitan communities through effective grant making in health care, health education and 

health research. 

 

Over the next year, MMW plans to increase its membership and find new ways to engage and 

seek stories from members that can be used in advocacy. “There are many changes coming in 

health care benefits at the state level and possibly the federal level, and we want to train 

professionals to be ready,” Jason said. 

 

Click here for more information on MMW and to sign up for the email list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ageoptions.org/services-and-programs_makemedicarework.html

