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Repealing the Affordable Care Act without 
Replacement Will Hurt People with  

Medicare and Medicaid 
 
AgeOptions is closely watching the national debate on the future of the Affordable Care Act 

(ACA). 

 

In a letter to House and Senate leaders signed by dozens of organizations, the Center for 

Medicare Advocacy stated: 

 

Repealing the ACA without an immediate replacement could cause 30 million 

Americans who rely on expanded Medicaid and the individual market to lose 

health coverage. Over 4.5 million people ages 55 to 64 could lose coverage and 

the share of uninsured people in this age group could double – from eight 

percent to 19 percent. People with disabilities also stand to lose, including those 

with Social Security Disability benefits in the Medicare two-year waiting period .... 

No older American or person with a disability should be made worse off by a vote 

to repeal the ACA. 

 

According to the National Council on Aging (NCOA), some Medicare benefits extended under 

the ACA, including annual wellness visits and free preventive screenings such as mammograms 

and colonoscopies, are not likely to be included in the repeal. Several other provisions, 

however, are threatened. They include: 

 

 Closing the “donut hole” under Part D of Medicare, sustaining periods when no 

prescription coverage is available to beneficiaries 

 



 
 

 

 The Prevention and Public Health Fund, which is the nation’s largest single investment 

in prevention and which provides funding for Falls Prevention and Chronic Disease Self-

Management Education (CDSME) programs 

 

AgeOptions’ Take Charge of Your Health and Take 

Charge of Your Diabetes programs are among the 

successful evidence-based CDSME programs in 30 

states and communities that help individuals learn to 

better manage and control chronic conditions. NCOA 

reports that, despite positive results, the Prevention 

and Public Health Fund is expected to be included in 

ACA repeal legislation with no specific plans to replace 

it. 

 

 The Community First Choice Option, which provides 

Medicaid home and community-based services for low-

income older adults and people with disabilities, 

making it possible for them to remain in their homes 

 

 Medicaid eligibility expansion that includes coverage 

for low-income people age 55 to 64 

 

 Insurance premium limits that help make health 

insurance coverage affordable for people 55 to 64. 

 

These important provisions should also remain intact: 

 Provide Medicare coverage for critical preventive 

services, including an annual wellness visit 

 
Protect Our Care Illinois 

Coalition 
 

AgeOptions CEO Jonathan Lavin and 

Jason Echols, manager of Health 

Care Access, took part in a January 

meeting of the Chicago Community 

Trust’s Starting Strong Collaborative 

that introduced the Protect Our Care 

Illinois Coalition. 

 

The Coalition is a statewide effort to 

ensure that any replacement of the 

ACA provides coverage that is as 

comprehensive as or better than that 

under the ACA. 

 

The Coalition specifically opposes any 

federal proposal to set per capita 

limits on Medicaid or replace it with 

block grants, meaning cuts to low-

income individuals’ health care 

access. 

 

The initiative is led by EverThrive 

Illinois, Sargent Shriver National 

Center on Poverty Law, AIDS 

Foundation of Chicago and Heartland 

Alliance.  

 

Click here for more information. 

http://tinyurl.com/PoCIL-individual


 
 

 

 Extend the solvency of the Medicare Part A Trust Fund 

 Enhance the quality and affordability of Medicare Advantage plans 

 Implement successful demonstration programs on Medicare-Medicaid integration under 

the Medicare-Medicaid Coordination Office (MMCO) 

 Test new financing, coverage and delivery system models under the Center for Medicare 

and Medicaid Innovation (CMMI) 

 Combat elder abuse and neglect 

 Improve nursing home quality standards 

 

While repealing the ACA is the administration’s priority, NCOA reports that Older Americans Act 

programs also could face significant cuts in the 2018 federal budget from the return of 

sequestration (across-the-board reductions of federal funding per the Budget Control Act).. 

Health and Human Services chief Tom Price and House Speaker Paul Ryan are strong 

proponents of fundamentally changing the way Medicare and Medicaid are structured, as well 

as dramatically cutting Medicaid spending by an estimated $913 billion over the next 10 years. 

 

Economic Effects in Illinois  

According to the Center of Budget and Policy Priorities, a nonpartisan research institute that 

analyzes government policies and programs, the number of uninsured people would double to 

58.7 million nationwide. In Illinois: 

 

 1.2 million fewer people in Illinois would have health insurance in 2019 if the ACA is 

repealed. 

 

 Illinois would lose $49.9 billion in federal funding and pay more in uncompensated care 

costs. 

 

 Repeal of premium tax credits and Medicaid expansion would cost 114,000 jobs in Illinois in 

2019, according to the Commonwealth Fund, a nonpartisan foundation supporting 



 
 

 

independent research on health care issues. Nationally, repeal would lead to 2.6 million jobs 

lost. 

 

What Can You Do? 

The Make Medicare Work Coalition (MMW) suggests these steps to protect the 

Affordable Care Act and ensure care for all people: 

 

 Schedule in-district meetings with your members of Congress, especially outside of 

Chicago. If you need fact sheets or talking points, email us at mmw@hdadvocates.org. 

 

 Attend town hall meetings to address your representatives directly. You can find a list of 

upcoming town halls here. 

 

 Collect stories! The Illinois Coalition for Health Access needs your stories about how the 

ACA impacts your organization or you as an individual http://www.ilcha.org/share. 

 

 Call your elected officials - start with your federal officials (Congress AND Senate), and 

call your State Representatives and Senators and tell them to oppose the repeal of the 

ACA, oppose block grants on Medicaid and oppose any proposal that will reduce health 

insurance coverage. You can find your elected officials and their contact information 

here. 

 

 Join the Protect Our Coalition as an organization at http://tinyurl.com/PoCIL-organization 

or an individual at http://tinyurl.com/PoCIL-individual. 
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