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In this edition of | Raise the Rates (IRtR), you will find a variety of
new resources from several public health partners, educational
opportunities, and a selection of media articles related to
immunization.

NEW: HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra Statement
on End of the COVID-19 Public Health
Emergency

On May 11th 2023, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) Secretary Xavier Becerra released the following statement on the
end of the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency (PHE):
"Thanks to the Biden-Harris Administration's whole-of-government
approach to combatting COVID-19, our country is in a better place than
at any point during the pandemic.

Learn More



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014uxe36N0NqRRbzKUloMmhefOCaYVcQgGmsJIXp6aZJtfQ9cY1pYPKwZ5UJ-8BWkYLed5Bg9tCtJMeIj-w0VAy9Rg8pSJSEF3swumlpnOxtPwzSsby1v4zw3wNZPPtmdtcOvC1p4hm2qfAu51zR6oBAkmuR5w19rQi9Ho674o4t1VwftRRqY7XvTQPRch6XgKKlxJjufmKGts4G4HVKKKdcQ3ic-p78UpwwebLmIc5H_ToPfERb64MDSU2FpR7pWtOMn9vW0N-3yeB0KEe0_r7IIrYjzMD2OEUgHEHbq-yyc=&c=cVg0FTwkB5WP87TKjxgvDIkZUmWxu7jyealqD-deHqgOiFViQVrH1A==&ch=gl96lDwrK-wMb8xl9Uru-s6FI7-j2qsrrk2-QRkffURn-uc8XEMPqA==

Updated ACIP Bivalent mRNA COVID-19 vaccine
recommendations

During the April 19, 2023, meeting, the Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices (ACIP) met and expressed support to the
simplification of the COVID-19 vaccine recommendations, allowing
adult and immunocompromised adults to receive the second dose of
the bivalent vaccines. Votes were not cast but the changes include:

. Additional updated (bivalent) vaccine dose for adults ages 65
years and older and additional doses for people who are
immunocompromised.

Monovalent (original) COVID-19 mRNA COVID-19 vaccines will
no longer be recommended for use in the United States.

CDC recommends that everyone ages 6 years and older
receive an updated (bivalent) mMRNA COVID-19 vaccine,
regardless of whether they previously completed their
(monovalent) primary series.

Individuals ages 6 years and older who have already received
an updated mRNA vaccine do not need to take any action
unless they are 65 years or older or immunocompromised.

Watch Here

Pneumococcal Vaccine Timing for Adults

Make sure your patients are up to date with pneumococcal
vaccination.



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014uxe36N0NqRRbzKUloMmhefOCaYVcQgGmsJIXp6aZJtfQ9cY1pYPKz5qoXNdAI3I3pbA6o9uLpBENV8zdl7wKWU7CfG4ORfgzdTe3N4-TlJy77jdJwz4yqoSQO-eSXA-27jPCVbap2Z94MrqcrQ0lB75ymoHfKRyJG2_X-wrvWqYgQLW-BQFtKr5MzQCRHiqqexEFuPcP3Yxe56zTzz-GOpeMhF8jh_85bucBsWmN3vkc_lBqm7vU6_r9Nep3xg7sWBB8t_riG82aSIUv87glg==&c=cVg0FTwkB5WP87TKjxgvDIkZUmWxu7jyealqD-deHqgOiFViQVrH1A==&ch=gl96lDwrK-wMb8xl9Uru-s6FI7-j2qsrrk2-QRkffURn-uc8XEMPqA==

Learn More

Shingles (Zoster): Questions and Answers
INFORMATION ABOUT THE DISEASE AND
VACCINES

What causes shingles? Both chickenpox and shingles are caused by
the same virus, the varicella zoster virus (VZV). After a person has
had chickenpox, the virus stays in the body’s nerves permanently.

Learn More

Facilitating Effective Conversations with
Patients

Strong and effective vaccine recommendations from trusted clinicians
are critical to promoting immunization uptake and building
confidence. Many factors contribute to lack of vaccine confidence,
including the spread of false or misleading information online,
historical mistrust in the medical community, concerns about safety,
etc. Facilitating effective conversations with patients will help you



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014uxe36N0NqRRbzKUloMmhefOCaYVcQgGmsJIXp6aZJtfQ9cY1pYPKwZ5UJ-8BWkYngtN4lCCFvJsxJ0wTpigVUkYhCusnrshrKP71m5oan5xJvHAb8a0VtdS4pNTKgvRnNk5_I_iF7jpEmCSQ7FZCe-nQOBVYJH92MIvw2lKbcbq5dkGuo8nq9EaKNEUmZ17QAIHbF0GKVI9lkLeZ7SkNebNbaJny0ln&c=cVg0FTwkB5WP87TKjxgvDIkZUmWxu7jyealqD-deHqgOiFViQVrH1A==&ch=gl96lDwrK-wMb8xl9Uru-s6FI7-j2qsrrk2-QRkffURn-uc8XEMPqA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014uxe36N0NqRRbzKUloMmhefOCaYVcQgGmsJIXp6aZJtfQ9cY1pYPKwZ5UJ-8BWkYFXYYkW_wmL6E4ICr_dMYJN3BRqP2DhC-CfRPAKURm2L2YFJskprE8hGVSi3RO8fKDTtqBbLowhOSOIyNhzZWDA9dswR3pwx5BrtNWYyoH6M=&c=cVg0FTwkB5WP87TKjxgvDIkZUmWxu7jyealqD-deHqgOiFViQVrH1A==&ch=gl96lDwrK-wMb8xl9Uru-s6FI7-j2qsrrk2-QRkffURn-uc8XEMPqA==

understand and address the root of their concerns, build trust, and
increase immunization rates.

Here are some important tips to consider when having vaccine
conversations with your patients:

ANNOUNCE that vaccination is recommended. Save time by making
a strong recommendation that clearly communicates the need to get
immunized. The majority of your patients will accept a vaccine
recommendation from a trusted clinician. Once the patient has
agreed to get vaccinated, provide them with very clear directions.

INQUIRE If the patient expresses any hesitation, inquire to
understand the root of their concerns.

MIRROR back what you heard back to your patient saying. This step
IS important to make sure the patient feels heard and that their
concerns are validated

SECURE trust to build confidence. The patient may not agree to get
vaccinated during the first conversation. The goal for your
conversation should be to focus on building trust and planting a seed.

Learn More

ACP High Value Immunization Referral Toolkit



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014uxe36N0NqRRbzKUloMmhefOCaYVcQgGmsJIXp6aZJtfQ9cY1pYPK-ZdurlOko9winQHOpPPfyqZuG9VJAZRPqGhyRspxPZPaQGLfoLfyfOs4bCTVrVUHgHVEUuBjGheaVmQ36cTfhY149uRGBLqIwRptHSgVkkCPfzy_BeyipJh_a-JigJ45lZTUeUym38a5qnG68b5feSIxGGtvUOCrtEC_J8c7g__&c=cVg0FTwkB5WP87TKjxgvDIkZUmWxu7jyealqD-deHqgOiFViQVrH1A==&ch=gl96lDwrK-wMb8xl9Uru-s6FI7-j2qsrrk2-QRkffURn-uc8XEMPqA==

Secure Trust

Every member of the healthcare team has a role to play in raising
immunization rates. Access ACP’s new High Value Immunization
Referral Toolkit, a resource designed to facilitate more effective and

collaborative immunization referrals among those within the
iImmunization neighborhood.

Access ACP’s NEW High Value Immunization Referral Toolkit HERE

Thinking about Vaccines

End of Public Health Emergency declaration has ended on
May 11, 2023; all vaccines purchased by the U.S. government
will continue to be distributed and available for free.

Vaccines will remain free for most people through various
federal programs and commercial

insurances. Commercialization of the COVID-19 Vaccine will
most likely occur in early Fall 2023.

Public Readiness and Emergency Preparedness (PREP) Act,
which will be amended by HHS to extend immunity liability
to pharmacists, pharmacy interns, and pharmacy
technicians to administer COVID-19 and seasonal influenza
vaccines through December 2024.



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014uxe36N0NqRRbzKUloMmhefOCaYVcQgGmsJIXp6aZJtfQ9cY1pYPK-ZdurlOko9wv2rwrbT_vJ0SrtJ0Ba5l9o2cImlolRktFzprariH9LK_iFI3VOiHOTBAmZ8jcSt_NvbRoBmjeqbjPU1xZvO0pVQKz8PMb_9LlmU1szlyFoDBwfN6eQiI5TW5pr6Uk_uPvFIOWS_WxiSRwZSLQkvuNg1uo4SvOnrWC0Kb9DcEoTzihUzeAclMpLPAuL6Sz0HCn7sCtSxTQoG5N18rrOX9RYG-EG0zyV_YAC6Ozas5w2bqxAV_q3ZUuw==&c=cVg0FTwkB5WP87TKjxgvDIkZUmWxu7jyealqD-deHqgOiFViQVrH1A==&ch=gl96lDwrK-wMb8xl9Uru-s6FI7-j2qsrrk2-QRkffURn-uc8XEMPqA==

« Anticipation of an updated COVID-19 vaccine for this
Fall 2023




