
  

  

Answers to Tough Questions: COVID-19 Emergency Declarations  
 
On Monday, the Biden administration announced that it plans to end the COVID-19 
national emergency declarations on May 11, 2023. Health departments, health care 
providers, community organizations, and others may receive questions about what this 
means for their constituents. Public health leaders might also be asked for their opinion 
about whether President Biden’s policy announcement was the right decision.  
 
As the current news cycle evolves, use bridging statements to stay grounded in core 
messages. Here is an example of how you might apply the ABC’s of bridging: 
 

• Acknowledge: In the next three months, we’ll keep people closely updated about 
any changes to policies and what the shift means for them, as we have throughout 
the pandemic.   

• Bridge: Right now, what we do know is that the way we protect ourselves from 
COVID-19 hasn’t changed…  

• Continue: We have the best tools to stay healthy, and that’s how we’ve made so 
much progress from where we were a year ago. You should get vaccinated, get 
the updated booster, use at-home tests, stay home when you’re sick, and wear a 
high-quality mask when levels are high—these are all ways we can continue to 
protect ourselves and manage the pandemic.  

 
We’ve updated our Answers to Tough Questions with information about the announced 
May 11 end of the national emergency declarations. PHCC will continue to monitor these 
developments and share additional messaging guidance and tools to help you 
communicate. In the meantime, we’ve shared topline messaging and basic information to 
answer questions including: 
 

• What is an emergency declaration? 
• What emergency declarations were issued related to COVID-19? 

• What COVID-19 policies will be affected? 
• Does this mean COVID-19 is over? 

 
As always, we want to hear from you about the communications challenges you’re facing 
and the questions you’re fielding from constituents and the media. Contact us to share 
questions and comments—we appreciate your insights! 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001htj7kwWTAkgFv5pAfDLl8UoDWOvA3HynWKJ9BsvfZ7ZFdiQBw4d7QE_lOKB9r5Dn9jZ4_R-rbNHl-pn5cYZM5io8aLSVSvACBzOLMpO0tU1J-d88RnmZacSxXy4e1-5pulIJQFkPrIsv3dNkqz5axqW7UuyWAOxXoJBlXZGDLD_kIwP9xFxsRd6fxgX41iQvK1aChD_V3VHIwyXnZEV71WOpHF7r9pe0Xm73_20ag2k=&c=4AizJPbscOXeVRYQWsfDQ80WB4WbNbb45ipYbtyuPjCqgYTKadeLpQ==&ch=1lhwYcvHKJIOWWdAQhLDBzEaSw3tpVu_tlKoxVP6dibgnu593z4bUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001htj7kwWTAkgFv5pAfDLl8UoDWOvA3HynWKJ9BsvfZ7ZFdiQBw4d7QE_lOKB9r5Dn9jZ4_R-rbNHl-pn5cYZM5io8aLSVSvACBzOLMpO0tU1J-d88RnmZacSxXy4e1-5pulIJQFkPrIsv3dNkqz5axqW7UuyWAOxXoJBlXZGDLD_kIwP9xFxsRd6fxgX41iQvK1aChD_V3VHIwyXnZEV71WOpHF7r9pe0Xm73_20ag2k=&c=4AizJPbscOXeVRYQWsfDQ80WB4WbNbb45ipYbtyuPjCqgYTKadeLpQ==&ch=1lhwYcvHKJIOWWdAQhLDBzEaSw3tpVu_tlKoxVP6dibgnu593z4bUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001htj7kwWTAkgFv5pAfDLl8UoDWOvA3HynWKJ9BsvfZ7ZFdiQBw4d7QE_lOKB9r5Dn9jZ4_R-rbNHl-pn5cYZM5io8aLSVSvACBzOLMpO0tU1J-d88RnmZacSxXy4e1-5pulIJQFkPrIsv3dNkqz5axqW7UuyWAOxXoJBlXZGDLD_kIwP9xFxsRd6fxgX41iQvK1aChD_V3VHIwyXnZEV71WOpHF7r9pe0Xm73_20ag2k=&c=4AizJPbscOXeVRYQWsfDQ80WB4WbNbb45ipYbtyuPjCqgYTKadeLpQ==&ch=1lhwYcvHKJIOWWdAQhLDBzEaSw3tpVu_tlKoxVP6dibgnu593z4bUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001htj7kwWTAkgFv5pAfDLl8UoDWOvA3HynWKJ9BsvfZ7ZFdiQBw4d7QE_lOKB9r5Dn9jZ4_R-rbNHl-pn5cYZM5io8aLSVSvACBzOLMpO0tU1J-d88RnmZacSxXy4e1-5pulIJQFkPrIsv3dNkqz5axqW7UuyWAOxXoJBlXZGDLD_kIwP9xFxsRd6fxgX41iQvK1aChD_V3VHIwyXnZEV71WOpHF7r9pe0Xm73_20ag2k=&c=4AizJPbscOXeVRYQWsfDQ80WB4WbNbb45ipYbtyuPjCqgYTKadeLpQ==&ch=1lhwYcvHKJIOWWdAQhLDBzEaSw3tpVu_tlKoxVP6dibgnu593z4bUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001htj7kwWTAkgFv5pAfDLl8UoDWOvA3HynWKJ9BsvfZ7ZFdiQBw4d7QE_lOKB9r5DnTU0IZCnpdOLgEhcxFMhhC_yST-4P9GF-XtSMCK06RWjYz22YFAMnTvf3g6qDLtfeNRDSwvGnJNb8Tt6HhLu9S1_ASk88wgg3__slwmHRn98HrSHK-AVUvOOZJdPOUp9u2WffVFZbR521okoroI6TkM4PbdLZDSf9o1nhTKG-tCiEgO83vXoo3RU3RKLtk1AiWBWHNcki9URBf4B3tYbpEDruSY2XVnFrzqqqbTZx-l47ShgfLsJKC91I9beWE9iD&c=4AizJPbscOXeVRYQWsfDQ80WB4WbNbb45ipYbtyuPjCqgYTKadeLpQ==&ch=1lhwYcvHKJIOWWdAQhLDBzEaSw3tpVu_tlKoxVP6dibgnu593z4bUA==
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001htj7kwWTAkgFv5pAfDLl8UoDWOvA3HynWKJ9BsvfZ7ZFdiQBw4d7QIcHFqBeFSloltgkTOjJ4ZVWRDZcVa2M4PtrrGIUb5Yf-XSJO0v8pm9H75cJCbl_GEq7uAPm9QTEUdzf5qYoOfuCHoc6ySuLqdR4nyZlLlmvRfRWq-LLkICHY03f0T8XB-c1halxdVrQVX0Ppa1y4NWsBqs5P5WCg6ssQCbc0sB4mDwnXw1XGWeCz2C-fQZ_1Iooxkl2XQIx_Ys7_hRrjLKzEJqAO-B14iKRv5AunPHUVDofCqx80C-xhQWtfex2uqShomGj05FlelQMpojjmes=&c=4AizJPbscOXeVRYQWsfDQ80WB4WbNbb45ipYbtyuPjCqgYTKadeLpQ==&ch=1lhwYcvHKJIOWWdAQhLDBzEaSw3tpVu_tlKoxVP6dibgnu593z4bUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001htj7kwWTAkgFv5pAfDLl8UoDWOvA3HynWKJ9BsvfZ7ZFdiQBw4d7QE_lOKB9r5DnoEfZpgYB3RNgg065vOSnQ1GvXDI8F31B8ZZxb8HQLxUuQC8zpBwrcdLH3SlKMOtbCCLzk6ttU0wp9QMgRTo_Kz_F4uNT5oniMNVTybLAMHEwZeczWCQL7vznGm8qh_5wP1Qegou0zleyAhtlS2uUbTP2tPiJttxV032lHDylAVmZ5EfMqPrW667p8FKUnA7c_hfj8DgqMBXrOC8BNxtzg-5QZEr44Kuq063s6Lg7XJRn5s83aRPbWENWjTEgXNebuM1_5YAxzzNy-wHecG7wiztMD5DlrCgXbkO6UVZUSXaGULtDN-e_cywD89M85VDc&c=4AizJPbscOXeVRYQWsfDQ80WB4WbNbb45ipYbtyuPjCqgYTKadeLpQ==&ch=1lhwYcvHKJIOWWdAQhLDBzEaSw3tpVu_tlKoxVP6dibgnu593z4bUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001htj7kwWTAkgFv5pAfDLl8UoDWOvA3HynWKJ9BsvfZ7ZFdiQBw4d7QNepkLfi5KFYeyt6zAo7nvhuFpzktjhIT20xoyHsiIhPTidqDz2LoNF8cc_S2hakR7uPoUFWAEeRxGfh9qndsjtDTOVBhgJOGm2xumrazwdNf3LchhKsJhycsZ1uK8B5TDdP96cpDPF2p-cPPVICrtY3A_FdzJ-up_dwt3fWWNaM--qo2IFqIcvsnPVLDme7-4QGUl_fNi0HizZDRgQP5iKCEbkQRjIwtQ==&c=4AizJPbscOXeVRYQWsfDQ80WB4WbNbb45ipYbtyuPjCqgYTKadeLpQ==&ch=1lhwYcvHKJIOWWdAQhLDBzEaSw3tpVu_tlKoxVP6dibgnu593z4bUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001htj7kwWTAkgFv5pAfDLl8UoDWOvA3HynWKJ9BsvfZ7ZFdiQBw4d7QJYE5zO7UtwzosVWLTFDv06lOnaSns5lBvlSyqgs84Mc8y5D7gnJkN-M9xyrSdna61XMbSHxDZYmBTVGg4JYIwMGJ2y_8Tx3HPJYDJhEzBSL9hzZIbegJNQAct-fldSk2w04xu5OC8ec-wz9Taj4uvvcmL3_yiftAvsvvJTKw1svX4j9Gpn12_kBgcfYD8I2zRhuWBQ34hkJ1WVlSCPog_A=&c=4AizJPbscOXeVRYQWsfDQ80WB4WbNbb45ipYbtyuPjCqgYTKadeLpQ==&ch=1lhwYcvHKJIOWWdAQhLDBzEaSw3tpVu_tlKoxVP6dibgnu593z4bUA==


 

Answers to Tough Questions  
 

 

On Our Radar 
 
Blog: Are we still in a COVID-19 emergency? 
(Your Local Epidemiologist) 
 
Report: Reframing the Conversation about 
Child and Adolescent Vaccinations 
(FrameWorks Institute) 
 
Webinar: Vaccine Equity Combating COVID-
19 Misinformation - Feb. 11 @ 1PM ET 
(ASTHO)  
 
Book Release: Strategic Skills for Public 
Health Practice: Community Engagement (de 
Beaumont Foundation) 
 
Article: With public health on the line, here’s 
how local health departments are fighting 
misinformation (CNN) 

 

More from PHCC 
 

Messaging: Vaccine Safety and 
Effectiveness 
 
Toolkit: Children and COVID-19 
Vaccination 
 
Resource: What Mask should I 
Wear? 
 
Webinar: The Power of Framing 
 
Toolkit: At-Home COVID-19 Testing 
 
Misinformation Alerts 

 

To get the latest updates, misinformation alerts, and resources from the Public Health 
Communications Collaborative and our partners, visit our website and follow us on Twitter 
at @PH_Comms and LinkedIn. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
J. Nadine Gracia, MD, MSCE, Trust for America’s Health 
Brian C. Castrucci, DrPH, de Beaumont Foundation 
Judy Monroe, MD, CDC Foundation 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001htj7kwWTAkgFv5pAfDLl8UoDWOvA3HynWKJ9BsvfZ7ZFdiQBw4d7QE_lOKB9r5DnoEfZpgYB3RNgg065vOSnQ1GvXDI8F31B8ZZxb8HQLxUuQC8zpBwrcdLH3SlKMOtbCCLzk6ttU0wp9QMgRTo_Kz_F4uNT5oniMNVTybLAMHEwZeczWCQL7vznGm8qh_5wP1Qegou0zleyAhtlS2uUbTP2tPiJttxV032lHDylAVmZ5EfMqPrW667p8FKUnA7c_hfj8DgqMBXrOC8BNxtzg-5QZEr44Kuq063s6Lg7XJRn5s83aRPbWENWjTEgXNebuM1_5YAxzzNy-wHecG7wiztMD5DlrCgXbkO6UVZUSXaGULtDN-e_cywD89M85VDc&c=4AizJPbscOXeVRYQWsfDQ80WB4WbNbb45ipYbtyuPjCqgYTKadeLpQ==&ch=1lhwYcvHKJIOWWdAQhLDBzEaSw3tpVu_tlKoxVP6dibgnu593z4bUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001htj7kwWTAkgFv5pAfDLl8UoDWOvA3HynWKJ9BsvfZ7ZFdiQBw4d7QE_lOKB9r5Dn6MDB4AEIV7DjZNdjCWqyC4NLdZB6-Ok64-2uTKkxFZgwqTKlrTm-Lka3qtm_oEG8DRFVgWQ4f9TiN7IZM3BMd47AIymWsSyxgVEYtizmFBW3va4HpjXkwTq1bZYNLF7bQBqRsjVTdaEKlDCukb8gNbSt91_aFemgaY1tsypx4IwAanwNTfwaAIzz_R8-NwlAFvNibaI5GX1RQHqZCNA-qYKaBJuThwRf&c=4AizJPbscOXeVRYQWsfDQ80WB4WbNbb45ipYbtyuPjCqgYTKadeLpQ==&ch=1lhwYcvHKJIOWWdAQhLDBzEaSw3tpVu_tlKoxVP6dibgnu593z4bUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001htj7kwWTAkgFv5pAfDLl8UoDWOvA3HynWKJ9BsvfZ7ZFdiQBw4d7QE_lOKB9r5Dn7tw8abrrXOR6vj01ke6iQRneFAPiZpTbYuVemQKo0HMk0UgoH5UBlDiW5KB17bJv_kdqedxRBu3tCOd509rYKAGl0S7LTCij9Aj1misAfBcEIdAdIURuvKbf1qIb7lkdfigKXP6C-CyZg9psuyqYn6M_6JT_7SoOvWunxioKp9DwZv-qcAHvH8fiiVQeeoRzb9uxaTnMrH6NebzDJX39cA==&c=4AizJPbscOXeVRYQWsfDQ80WB4WbNbb45ipYbtyuPjCqgYTKadeLpQ==&ch=1lhwYcvHKJIOWWdAQhLDBzEaSw3tpVu_tlKoxVP6dibgnu593z4bUA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001htj7kwWTAkgFv5pAfDLl8UoDWOvA3HynWKJ9BsvfZ7ZFdiQBw4d7QE_lOKB9r5Dn7tw8abrrXOR6vj01ke6iQRneFAPiZpTbYuVemQKo0HMk0UgoH5UBlDiW5KB17bJv_kdqedxRBu3tCOd509rYKAGl0S7LTCij9Aj1misAfBcEIdAdIURuvKbf1qIb7lkdfigKXP6C-CyZg9psuyqYn6M_6JT_7SoOvWunxioKp9DwZv-qcAHvH8fiiVQeeoRzb9uxaTnMrH6NebzDJX39cA==&c=4AizJPbscOXeVRYQWsfDQ80WB4WbNbb45ipYbtyuPjCqgYTKadeLpQ==&ch=1lhwYcvHKJIOWWdAQhLDBzEaSw3tpVu_tlKoxVP6dibgnu593z4bUA==
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001htj7kwWTAkgFv5pAfDLl8UoDWOvA3HynWKJ9BsvfZ7ZFdiQBw4d7QE_lOKB9r5Dn1dzgkKRq6PhmngTdtBcfXLIaLdssz7Dzfd4vE95EHLYv82XwpR7c4UD5q8hiuBx2i5B5dN4LlwKovM1wod-uDy_I8TGohFrKdTp2g0FG2Mp_X8V1oNCQhmPZ6ytEOBsNNP0a1HpnEhn7wpQ9ztrtQMeUn64ovthPPTumMxCOD4ZTneNy_YLBuNX2UXJAHnCp_uva5g7RQQo=&c=4AizJPbscOXeVRYQWsfDQ80WB4WbNbb45ipYbtyuPjCqgYTKadeLpQ==&ch=1lhwYcvHKJIOWWdAQhLDBzEaSw3tpVu_tlKoxVP6dibgnu593z4bUA==
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