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Opening Sentence 
Know what is the hope to which God has called you, what are the riches of the 
glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of God’s 
power in us who believe. Ephesians 1:18-19 
 
Confession 
Officiant Let us confess our sins to God. 
Silence 
Officiant and People 
 
God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
  the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore and strengthen us  
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 
 
Absolution 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all your sins through the grace of Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 
eternal life. Amen 
 
Invitatory and Psalter 
Officiant O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise.  
People  And your glory all the day long.  
 
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
 
Officiant     The Holy One is in our midst:  
People        O come let us worship.  
 



Psalm :  Psalm 70 

1 Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; * 
O LORD, make haste to help me. 

2 Let those who seek my life be ashamed 
and altogether dismayed; * 
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune 
draw back and be disgraced. 

3 Let those who say to me "Aha!" and gloat over me turn back, * 
because they are ashamed. 

4 Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; * 
let those who love your salvation say for ever, 
"Great is the LORD!" 

5 But as for me, I am poor and needy; * 
come to me speedily, O God. 

6 You are my helper and my deliverer; * 
O LORD, do not tarry. 

 
Officiant    The Holy One is in our midst:  
People        O come let us worship.  

Lessons  

Reader:  A reading from 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who 
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the 
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no 
means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of 
command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will 
descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are 
alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the 
Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one 
another with these words. 

Here ends the reading. 



11    The Third Song of Isaiah      
          Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, * 
    and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 
For behold, darkness covers the land; * 
    deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. 
But over you the Lord will rise, * 
    and his glory will appear upon you. 
Nations will stream to your light, * 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawning. 
Your gates will always be open; * 
    by day or night they will never be shut. 
They will call you, The City of the Lord, * 
    The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
Violence will no more be heard in your land, * 
    ruin or destruction within your borders. 
You will call your walls, Salvation, * 
    and all your portals, Praise. 
The sun will no more be your light by day; * 
    by night you will not need the brightness of the moon. 
The Lord will be your everlasting light, * 
    and your God will be your glory. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Music 

Second Reading 

Reader: A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 25:1-13 

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five 
were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the 
wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of 
them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is 
the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and 
trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for 
our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for 



you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I 
tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day 
nor the hour.” 

Here ends the reading. 

Reflection 
The Apostles’ Creed  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
   creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven,  
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
   and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
The Prayers 
Officiant  God be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
    on earth as in heaven. 



Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 As we forgive those 
    who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen 
 
V. Help us, O God our Savior; 
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 
V. Look upon your congregation; 
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
V. Declare your glory among the nations; 
R. And your wonders among all peoples. 
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  
R. Never forget the lives of your poor. 
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;  
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.  
 
The Collect of the Day 
O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the 
devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this 
hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power 
and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where 
he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Officiant and People: 

A Collect for Guidance  
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray 
you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and 
occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever 
walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
For People Facing Uncertainty  



God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm and soothes the 
frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us all as we wait in uncertainty. Bring 
hope that you will make us the equal of whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to 
endure what cannot be avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you are 
God, and we need you. Amen. (edited excerpt From: “A New Zealand Prayer Book.”) 
 
**Prayers of thanksgiving and intercession are invited at this time**.  
 
Officiant:  God of Love and mercy,  
All: Hear our prayer. 
 
Officiant and People 

O God,  
the well-spring of life,  
pour into our hearts the living water of your grace,  
that refreshed by you,  
we may live this day in steadfast reliance on the strength you give; Through our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 
Concluding Sentence  

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ 
Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.                         Ephesians 3:20,21 

Blessing 

Life is short, 
And we do not have much time 
to gladden the hearts of those who 
make the journey with us. 
So… be swift to love, 
and make haste to be kind. 
And the blessing of God, 
who made us, 
who loves us, 



and who travels with us 
be with you now and forever. 

AMEN 

 


