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Chapel News 

Dear Friends of Our Lady of Florida, 
 
Once a young man approached the manager of a logging 
crew and asked for a job. The manager replied, ‘well, that 
depends, let's see how you chop down this tree.’ The 
young man stepped forward and skillfully chopped down a 
great tree. The foreman was deeply impressed and said, ‘I 
am impressed, you can start on Monday.’ Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday rolled by - and on 
Thursday afternoon, the manager approached the young man and said, ‘You can pick up 
your paycheck on the way out today.’  

The young man was disturbed to hear that and said, ‘I thought you paid on Friday.’ The man-
ager said, ‘Yes, normally we do, but we are letting you go today because you've fallen be-
hind. Our daily reports show that you have dropped from first place on Monday to last place 
today.’  

The young man objected, ‘But I'm a hard worker. I'm the first one to arrive here and I'm the 
last one to leave, and I even worked through my coffee breaks.’ The manager sensing the 
young man's integrity, thought for a minute, and asked, ‘Tell me, have you been sharpening 
your axe?’ The young man replied, ‘No, sir, I have been working too hard to take time for 
that.’ 

We sometimes get so busy with life that we don't take time ‘to sharpen our axe.’ Tomorrow, 
we begin the season of Lent. Lent is the most appropriate time to ‘sharpen our axe.’ Let's 
find more personal time with the Lord in prayer. Let us take out our Bible and read and re-
flect and meditate. Let's make it a point to go to daily Mass and confession regularly.  

I have seen people renege and skip standing in the long line, choosing not to go to the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation. Remember, Confession is a sacrament of penance and repent-
ance. Why can’t we stand in the line as an act of penance?  

If we don't take time to sharpen our axe, our faith life will become dull, and we lose our ef-
fectiveness to witness to Christ in and through our life.  During this season of Lent, let us 
ask God to renew us and refresh us from the inside. Let us make this our best Lent ever. Our 
Ash Wednesday Service will be at 8am.  

Wishing everyone a blessed Lent, 

 
Fr. Junesh Xavier, C.P. 
Director 
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