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Chapel News 

Dear Friends of Our Lady of Florida, 
 
With gratitude, we just finished a very successful retreat sea-
son and now it is time to get ready for the next season.  

Are you familiar with this story about a terrible drought? 
Crops dried up and livestock stood in danger of dying of 
thirst. In the midst of impending disaster, a priest asked mem-
bers of his congregation to fast and pray for rain. The entire 
community was asked to join in a massive appeal to the Lord 
that, in His mercy, He would send rain. People gathered, join-
ing prayers, and hoping for rain. Among them was one young 
girl who, in an act of sure faith, brought an umbrella. She was 
the only petitioner who was certain it would rain that day.  

Numerous versions of the story about the girl with the umbrel-
la have been handed down through the years. It reminds us of 
what it means to ask with faith, to approach the Lord with 
complete confidence that He will satisfy our needs, whether 
we’re praying for relief from a parched earth or hunger and 
thirst of the soul.  

The theme for the next retreat season 2022-2023 is Whatever 
you ask in My Name… (John 14:13). We will never reach the 
fullness of our potential if we don’t ask with faith. What comfort we will find if we, like the girl with 
the umbrella, approach the Lord asking with faith to receive His blessings that He will pour down 
upon us in our times of need.  

We live in a precarious time. The world is in desperate need of the fresh spring water, which is Je-
sus Christ.  

Join us for a retreat in the upcoming season which starts on September 16, 2022, to reflect more 
deeply on this theme. We have been blessed over the years with great themes, all of which have 
helped us to come closer to God. And this upcoming season will be no different. We are encourag-
ing you not only to come on retreat, but please to bring someone from the circle of your friends and 
family to share this life-changing experience with you.  

Wishing everyone a perfect restful summer. You are always in our prayers. 

Gratefully in Christ, 

Fr. Junesh Xavier, C.P. 

Director 
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