
STAFF SPOTLIGHT:
MS. SKYLAH HUNTER

Among Hunter’s favorite lessons through the
partnership was the opportunity to pilot a soil
microbiome unit. Using model concepts, her middle
school students had to think as farmers and decide
how they wanted to prepare and cultivate their crops
and soil. 

“Their task was to create healthy plants out of
building bricks and to learn how their choices
affected the soil microbiome.” 

Last March, Hunter applied to partner with Pere
Marquette State Park for an Earth Day in the Parks
project. Sister Thea Bowman students planted a
prairie garden to support the wildlife in the park.

In addition, Hunter and her students participated in
Kids Climate Summit, designed for students ages 8-
14 to learn about our global climate. Through the
virtual sessions, students learned ways each of us
can be good climate citizens in our own
communities. 

“My students really enjoyed hearing what other
students their age were doing in their communities
to help,” Hunter explains. “We began to implement
most of the activities in our own community. We
became serious about our school garden and taking
care of it, which allowed our garden to produce a
really great harvest. We even joined the Rosalynn
Carter Butterfly Trail and became a habitat for the
Monarch butterflies.” (CONTINUED)
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As a second-year teacher, Ms. Skylah Hunter has
already made a huge impact on her students, the
Sister Thea Bowman school community, and the
education profession as a whole. Serving as the
middle school science and social studies teacher,
Hunter understands the importance of forming
strong relationships with her students, creating
opportunities for them and making her curriculum
meaningful.

“What I enjoy most about teaching is my students. I
love learning from them, interacting with them and,
of course, helping them understand the content
being taught,” Hunter says. “I love when my students
are able to see the connection between the
classroom lessons and their personal lives.” 

Making Concepts Come to Life
To help her students make these connections,
Hunter has sought numerous opportunities and
partnerships to bring real-life experiences to her
curriculum. Through a collaboration with
Washington University’s Institute for School
Partnership, Sister Thea Bowman is designated as a
mySci partner. The program is dedicated to creating
equity in science learning through hands-on, inquiry-
based curriculum that nurtures creativity and critical
thinking. Hunter says the partnership is invaluable to
her students. 

“They provide every single thing we need for the
lessons,” Hunter explains. “My students love the
hands-on activities. We have been able to build toys
and even create soundwave vibrations.”
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(CONTINUED)
Recognized for Excellence
Hunter’s teaching style has gained recognition. In 2021, Hunter won the “Debra Hartman, Joy in the
Classroom Award,” which is a regional teaching award given through EducateSTL. EducateSTL’s
mission is to identify great teachers and support their work through content, professional
development, and recognition. After reviewing Hunter’s teaching videos and submitted photos, the
selection committee chose her for the award because she not only exhibited strong content, but
also joy when teaching the lessons. 

Creating Opportunities
Hunter brings this joy and passion to extracurricular activities as well. She recently started a school
newspaper, giving students another opportunity to be involved and develop skills. “The students
have been working hard and we will have volume 1 ready to print in a few short weeks,” Hunter
shares. 

In addition, Hunter is chartering the Sister Thea Bowman Girls on the Run, Heart and Sole Team
this spring. Girls on the Run is an after-school program designed to inspire girls of all abilities to
recognize and embrace their inner strength. Lessons emphasize the important connection
between physical and emotional health. At the end of the program, girls complete a 5K.
“I am so looking forward to the empowerment and fitness that the team will provide our girls,”
Hunter says. 

Outside the Classroom
In her free time, Hunter enjoys crafting, hiking and
traveling. She’s also passionate about mentoring,
and has served as a “Big” through the Big Brothers,
Big Sisters organization for years. 

Hunter’s work, passion and dedication represent
the pillars of Sister Thea Bowman Catholic School
and allow our school community to live the words
of our school’s namesake of making things happen.

Halloween 2021 Mass at Sister Thea
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