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Perhaps many of you will have heard on other media posts about the 

death of Bishop Frank Griswold this past Sunday. Prior to taking on the 

role of Presiding Bishop, Frank was Bishop of Chicago. He was in every 

way a traditional ‘catholic’ Episcopalian yet he set a course for this 

diocese that was quite revolutionary at the time. 

 

I’m sure any of us who remember Frank during his year’s here in 

Chicago recall him fondly. Witty and intelligent, he was comfortable 

around all kinds of people. I know that he loved Church of Our 

Saviour since he and I talked about my coming here when Linda 

Packard invited me to become her associate in 1999.  

 

The Episcopal Church, like all branches of Christianity, needed to 

respond to the enormous amount of scientific, cultural and 

theological changes that occurred during the 20th century, and few 

church leaders had the grace, fortitude and insight to guide us in the 

best direction forward that Bishop Griswold. To some he was a radical 

innovator, but anyone who knew him well understood that he was 

leading the church into a future that was deeply rooted in its best 

traditions and from the greatest moments of its history. 

 

Roger and I lived in the same neighborhood as Frank and Phoebe 

when they and we first lived on Chicago’s north side. Out of that time 

the four of us became good friends as well as fellow travelers on the 

Christian journey. We join all those who feel that we’ve lost a great 

soul in the passing of Bishop Griswold and wish his entire family God’s 

grace as they mourn his passing. 

 

May his soul and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy of 

God, rest in peace and rise in glory. 

 

 

Pax,  

 

Brian 

03/10/2023 

A Message from the Rector Brian Hastings:  


