[image: ]





December 11, 2020

Gregory I. Slater
Secretary of Transportation
Maryland Transit Administration
Harry R. Hughes Department of Transportation Building
7201 Corporate Center Drive, Hanover, Maryland 21076

Dear Mr. Secretary Slater,

The Super Conductor Magnetic Levitation Train (SC MAGLEV) proposal, a private transportation project, has been in the planning stages for some time and has finally reached the stage where a Draft Environmental Impact Study (DEIS) is slated for publication and review on January 22, 2021.  We jointly represent a large number of constituents who remain highly concerned about this project. Their reasons for concern include: the placement of proposed routes; the construction impact on their neighborhoods and infrastructure; the placement of Trainset Maintenance Facilities (TMFs), which were late additions; and, more broadly, the allowing of privately owned corporations’ total control of and access to their local public lands.

Once the DEIS is published for public review, a 45 day public comment period will commence. However, due to unusual circumstances, we are requesting an increase in the comment period from 45 to 180 days. The enormity and unique nature of this private endeavor alone merit a change from the traditional 45 day comment period, but with the added negative impact of the pandemic on public engagement, we believe these special circumstances warrant this request. This increase in time will allow the public to evaluate the project in its entirety for the first time and will allow for a proper and thorough review. We also understand that all comments and feedback will be compiled and used by the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) as it prepares and makes a final Decision of Record.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please reach out to either of us with any questions, concerns, or decisions regarding the requested extension of the DEIS comment period. We appreciate your attention to this very important matter for our district.  
[image: C:\Users\SenDPetersS2\Documents\AOB Files\Admin\DJJPsignatureblack_NB.png]Sincerely,

Senator Douglas Peters
District 23, Maryland State Senate
[image: ]
Delegate Geraldine Valentino-Smith
District 23A, Maryland House of Delegates



cc:   	Brandon Bratcher
Federal Railroad Administration
RPD-13: Environment and Corridor Planning Division
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
West Building, Mail Stop 20
Washington, DC 20590

Holly Arnold
Deputy Administrator & Chief of Planning, Programming, and Engineering Officer
Planning Program and Engineering
Maryland Transit Administration, 
6 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21202

Lauren Molesworth 
Environmental Planning Manager
Environmental Planning
Maryland Transit Administration
6 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21202
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