
     
 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 
Dear members and friends of CLC, 

As I write this, the world is commemorating January 27th, the anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest Nazi death camp.  Each January 27th is International  
Holocaust Remembrance Day. While reading some important reflections on the day, I came 
across an important insight by Holocaust survivor, Viktor Frankl, in the piece below. Frankl’s 
experience has much to teach us as we navigate a world that for many seems hopeless.   
As Christ followers, knowing “why” life is meaningful will be of immeasurable help in dealing 
with disappointment and any circumstance that may come our way. Knowing we are known and 
loved by a good and gracious God, fills us with a love that we can’t help but share (1 John 4:19). 
      Pastor Marty 

Finding Meaning in Life Is Good for Your Health 
  
In his book Man’s Search for Meaning, Viktor Frankl wrote, “Those who have a ‘why’ to live, can bear with  
almost any ‘how.’” Both the book and its most famous quote were products of an incredibly difficult experience. 
During World War II, Frankl and his family were deported from their native Vienna to various concentration 
camps, including Auschwitz. He was the only member of his family to survive. 
 

Frankl knew just how unbearable the “how” of life could be. And yet, as Frankl explained, humans are  
meaning-seeking creatures. We want to believe that there’s more to life than meeting our basic survival needs  
of food, water, shelter, and safety. Even more, we need this to be true. Otherwise, ours becomes a purely  
animal existence. Despite all the zoo placards and biology textbooks assuring us that humans are just animals, 
we certainly don’t act like survival and promulgating the species are all that matters. 
 

Without meaning, hope is difficult, if not impossible. At best, without 
meaning, we resort to a kind of detachment and resignation. At worst, we 
resort to self-harm, violence, or even suicide. 
 

On the other hand, the benefits of meaning extend well beyond 
psychological and spiritual health. As a recent article in the Washington 
Post reports, a sense of purpose and meaning brings physical benefits as 
well. Believing that one’s “existence has meaning” is linked to lower levels 
of the stress hormone cortisol and lower levels of heart inflammation. One 
study found that having a “clear purpose in life” can slow the impact of 
Alzheimer’s in older patients. Another metanalysis of various studies even 
suggested that having a purpose in life can lower risk of death equally as 
well as following the “Mediterranean diet.” 
 

 
   Note: In this wholeness wheel, Christ  
        is at the center of our identity. 

 

Of course, finding this kind of life-changing and life-extending purpose isn’t as straightforward as changing a  
diet or starting a new exercise routine. An essential place to begin is the opening sentence of Rick Warren’s  
The Purpose Drive Life: “It’s not about you.” Purpose is not found by looking inward; it’s found by looking  
outward and is manifested in what we do for others. Among the examples cited by the Post article were 
volunteering, donating to charity, and “joining a group of people who share your values.” What all of these  
ideas have in common is that they remove us, for however long, from the center of our personal universe. 
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Of course, nothing turns our perspective outward (and upward) like faith in Jesus Christ. I don’t mean the 
consumerist, therapeutic kind of inward-looking religion that too often passes for Christianity these days. I  
mean something along the lines of what Paul told the Corinthians: “And [Christ] died for all, so that those who  
live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them” (2 Cor 5:15). 
  

Living for the One who died and rose again not only removes us from the center of our own universe, but  
aligns our hearts and minds with what is actually true about the universe: that it belongs to God and that our 
purpose is given by Him not determined by us. True faith locates our lives in this cultural moment within the  
larger story of God, and how He is fulfilling His purposes throughout each chapter of creation, fall, redemption, 
and restoration. When we no longer see our lives and actions as isolated, we realize they are part of the story  
and even the means by which God is restoring all things.  
 

Knowing this doesn’t make the “how” any easier, as my colleague Shane Morris recently testified on  
BreakPoint. Paul told the Corinthians that toil, hardship, sleepless nights, hunger, thirst, and anxiety were his  
lot as an Apostle of Jesus Christ. But he also knew that his suffering wasn’t meaningless. Neither, for that  
matter, was his success. 
 

Despite and even through them, God’s purposes were being fulfilled. This is the ultimate “why.” This message  
is not only true; it’s worth sharing, especially in a world where, for so many, meaning has been lost and the  
best efforts to manufacture meaning fall short.     
 

By JOHN STONESTREET  WITH ROBERTO RIVERA  find at BREAKPOINT.ORG 
  

 
 
 
 

CLC Council Meeting Highlights 
                January 20, 2020 

• Reviewed the rules for the January 24, 2021 Annual Meeting. At this reading,  
the Annual Meeting was a "virtual" success with over 60 members participating 
 

• Two new council members were approved:  Cindy Hilburn and Kathie Pfeiffer.   
Outgoing members are Cheryl Newton and Brian Wielenga 
 

• Thank you to the congregation for your generous gifts to the CLC Church Staff  
at Christmas 
 

• Contact Josiah is you are interested in being part of the Youth and Family Team 
for 2021 to help support and continue building this ministry 
 

• Ash Wednesday, February 17, 7:00 pm (will be recorded for YouTube viewing) 
 

• First Sunday of Lent, February 21 
 

• First Wednesday Lenten worship service after Ash Wednesday, February 24 
(will be recorded for YouTube viewing) 

 

 
 
 
 



                                                                                                               
                                    December 2020   

                                                                  2020                       2020                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
ACTUAL              BUDGET 

Receipts—Offerings     $462,849         $419,300       
Net Receipts—Preschool          (52,962)            177,362 
Payroll Protection Program Funds Used  151,527          0  
Receipts—Other           3,968                     5,130        
Total Receipts             $565,382                $601,792 
Total Operating Expenditures  
                                (Non-Preschool)  (  517,428)             (  551,792)    
Excess Receipts over Expenditures 
       (Net Operating Income)     $  47,954               $   50,000  
Loss on Sale of Stock           (393)                          (0) 
Transfers to Dedicated Accounts          (  22,000)        (   50,000) 
Total Net Revenue               $  25,561                 $          0 
 
Payroll Protection Program loan funds totaling $151,527 were received 5/1/2020.  These funds were applied to 
payroll costs (both church and preschool) and mortgage interest.  We applied to have the loan forgiven and converted 
into a grant in November and are waiting for the bank to review all documentation.  We anticipate full forgiveness.   
 
Liquid assets available to meet expenses totaled $61,749 on 12/31/2020 (excludes dedicated funds).                      
 
Offering income was $9,992 more than budgeted for December.  YTD offerings are $36,608 more than budgeted.  
Higher offerings have helped to offset the loss of preschool income.   
 
Preschool net income was $9,022 more than budgeted for December. The church’s support payments to the 
preschool were reduced by the amount of a grant the school received from Orange County.  Licensing and health 
officials continue to limit our enrollment. 
 
Other Receipts included specified gifts of $43 for the Long-Term Maintenance Fund, $1,525 for the Food Bank, $838 
for Siloe, $500 for Door of Faith, and $1,125 for the Good Samaritan Fund.   
 
Non-Preschool Operating Expenses were $7,363 less than budgeted for December.  All expense categories were 
less than budgeted for the month except Benevolence, which is based on a percentage of offerings. 
 
Detailed information is available upon request from Tracy Cantin (treasurerclcrsm@gmail.com)             
 
How Can I Continue Giving?   

1.  You can write a check and mail it to us (Community Lutheran Church, 30322 Via Con Dios, Rancho Santa 
Margarita, CA  92688). 
 

2. You can give online through the website, clcrsm.org.  There is a link at the top of the page that says, “Give 
Online”.  You can do a one-time donation or setup a recurring donation. 
 

3. You can give with your phone using the Give Plus App.  Just go to the App Store or Google Play and search 
for “Give+”.  The first time you login, you select your church.  You will find us by searching the zip code, 
92688.  You can do a one-time donation or setup a recurring donation through the app. 
 

4. You can text an offering donation to 855-949-0112.  The first time you do this you will get a text back 
prompting you to enter your name and credit card number. 
 

5. You can do a Zelle transfer through your online banking website.  When adding the church as a payee, just 
enter our email address:  clcrsm@clcrsm.org 

Offerings 
Charitable Grants $   3,600 

Non-EFT Offerings  $ 13,810 
EFT Offerings  $ 29,190 

Totals $ 46,600 
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If you need any help with your online giving, please contact Tracy at treasurerclcrsm@gmail.com 

 
Amazon Smile:  The church has registered on Amazon Smile.  This is a great program where Amazon shoppers can 
designate any registered charity to receive .5% of their qualified purchases as a donation.  To participate in this 
program, just go to www.smile.amazon.com to sign up and choose Community Lutheran Church as your designated 
charity. 
 
Schwab Account:  The church has a Schwab brokerage account.  This way members 
can donate shares of stock as an alternative to cash offerings.  Not only can you help the church, 
you can avoid paying capital gains tax on appreciated stocks. 
 

 
 
 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
February 17th 
Via YouTube 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

RSM Food Pantry 
(Service Opportunity) 

 

Wednesdays, February 3rd & February 17th 
11:00am-5pm 

 
Be a part of this great service to the community 
of RSM and the surrounding communities in 
Orange County.  The RSM Food Pantry needs 
help with sorting, organizing, and passing out 
groceries to anyone in need.  This is open to 
anyone and everyone, come after school, there is 
always a need for helping hands! Located at 
Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church, 
30605 Avenida de los Flores, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688. To volunteer or for more 
information please contact Josiah Canto at  josiahclcrsm@gmail.com  
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This month’s Behind the Scenes Spotlight shines on our 
sanctuary tech team!  These folks have been working diligently 
to bring our live stream services out into the worldwide web.  To 
start from scratch was quite a feat for Community Lutheran and 
we can all be proud of the fact that we didn’t just jump in buying 
expensive equipment.  This project was done carefully so that 
we built a quality system with what we needed.  These faithful 
members have been involved from the start so that soon, the 
team will be able to train and add new people to the group.  

They are:  Pete Mowery, Michelle Taylor, Andrew Hirschman, Owen Berg and Bruce 
Wolfson.  Through their efforts, we have been able to provide services online to our 
members near and far.  You may be fascinated to know that almost half of those who 
watched our Holden Evening Prayer Advent services were in the UK!  

 
 
Pete Mowery has worn many hats at Community Lutheran, 
even a real chef’s hat when he’s been cooking in our Harvest 
Boutique Cafe, Our Daily Bread, Burgers & Dogs!  Currently he 
is the church council president and is the founding member of 
the tech team.  Pete will tell you that he isn’t really a tech 
person.  He can operate his stereo, car electronics and cell 
phone, but getting involved in this level of technology was a 
new experience.  He now feels very comfortable with the 
equipment and is looking forward to incorporating video and 
other things into the live stream.  We are very lucky to have him 
as it’s his sense of artistry and design that has made this so 
effective.  It was his idea to have transition slides on the screen 
while the camera is moving into place for the next shot.  Not 
only does it make sense and allow for the person at home to get the sense of having the 
bulletin in their hands, it also keeps the service seamless! 
 

 
Michelle Taylor is another member of many talents!  Our 
younger members know her as she is Josiah’s right hand 
with the Confirmation group and the High School Youth.  
Our youth are very lucky to have someone as fun, 
dedicated and thoughtful about her faith as Michelle!  She 
brings that same breath of fresh air and joy to the tech 
team.  As a college admissions officer of 30 years, she 
had spent a lot of time with proprietary technology and 
software.  Working for three different universities in her 
career gave her a lot of experience with software changes 
and updates.  She says however, the YouTube Studio 
software is completely different and so one doesn’t need a 
background in computers to learn to use it.  She says a 

sense of humor helps because just when you get something nailed down, something 
else goes wrong and keeps you on your toes.  One time it was even a camera recall!  
Now they are really getting a handle on it though and she is excited to see this ministry 
continue even after worship resumes as normal.  She loves the idea that we can reach 
people who live well beyond Orange County! 
 



 
 

Andrew Hirschman is a junior at Santa Margarita Catholic 
High School.  Some of you may even remember his baptism 
at CLC in 2004.  He has been an active member at church 
leading VBS and also serving on the Baja Missions projects.  
At school his is on the Tennis and Cross Country teams.  He 
has another passion and that is computers.  He loves doing 
graphic design and creating vinyl stickers and playing video 
games with his friends.  The tech team has been a great 
opportunity to learn new software and abilities of the 
computer and he even plans to study Computer Science in 
college!  
 
 

 
Owen Berg is in eighth grade at RSM Intermediate.  You may have met 
him and know him to be a delightful young man, polite and respectful 
and quick to smile.  You may not have know that he has a passion for 
playing basketball!  He also loves going to the beach and 
bodyboarding.  He enjoys filming the services because it opens him up 
to learning more about filmmaking, while allowing him to take in the 
service from a whole new perspective.  He’s got a great point with that!  
Being on the tech team is a whole new way to connect with the Word 
and be active in the service. 

 
 

Bruce Wolfson is an electrical engineer with a passion for 
technology and he can tell you, it’s never straightforward when 
building a system!  He has spent his career in Silicon Valley 
working first in the Electronic Design Automation industry and later 
moving to the more exciting Networking industry which involves the 
chips for cell phones and remotes for game systems and 
everything else you can imagine.  Currently he is working with 
networking in the automotive industry and self driving cars. This 
combines two passions for him, cars and technology!  When his 
three kids were younger and all in ballet, Bruce filmed, edited and 
produced the DVD’s of the productions for the Livermore Ballet and 
Jazz companies.  Heidi has a picture of him asleep under 24 pounds of manuals including Final 
Cut Pro for Dummies!  He is enjoying the advances in the equipment and the ease at which we 
can now produce a live service to be streamed instantaneously into people’s homes. 
 
We are all lucky to have these dedicated members to get this ministry up and running.  Thanks 
again Pete, Michelle, Andrew, Owen and Bruce! 

 
 

  



 

 
 

Hello from our youth and family ministries!  
 

As we move into a new year with new opportunities and challenges, I look forward 
continuing to find innovative and creative ways to build community with our 
children, youth, young adults, and families. It is more important than ever that we 
continue to build each other up and strengthen our community. One of the ways that 
we can do this is to share stories of hope with one another. Stories connect us and 
help us understand each other. A single story can build relationships, connect us, and 
give everyone that hears and knows that story a shared vision of hope. The story of 
Jesus and the cross is our shared story of hope that we continue to share, a story of 
hope for all of us. It is a story that connects us and holds us in community. It is a story 
that we share with one another, our children, and neighbors and beyond our own 
walls and community. Talk about a story of hope!  

 

That is what would l like to encourage and challenge our families, children, youth, 
and young adults to do these next few months. Write out your own story of hope.  
Let it be real and honest, let it authentically be you and let it show our Christian hope 
that we have together in Jesus. Once you find your story of hope, share that story of 
hope. Share it with your family, neighbors, friends, and our church. Let us grow 
closer this next year through our stories. Let us take time to share and listen to one 
another’s stories.  

Youth and Family Activities Schedule For February 

Currently, in-person youth and family activities will be taking place at church.  
Scheduled online activities will take place over ZOOM. Parents and youth will be 
notified of changes in the schedule. If you do not currently receive email updates 
from Josiah about youth and family activities, or have any questions or concerns, 
please feel free to reach out to Josiah at Josiahclcrsm@gmail.com to be added to the 
youth and family list, thank you 

                                         
Sunday School 

                                         (Preschool-5th Grade) 
 
We will continue to offer Sunday school during our in-person Sunday morning services. 
Depending on the weather, our in-person Sunday School will either take place in the 
sanctuary in the kid’s corner or down on the preschool patio. We will also be offering a 
Sunday School ZOOM on Sunday mornings from 11:15am to 11:45am. A ZOOM link 
will be sent out weekly. 

mailto:Josiahclcrsm@gmail.com


                    
 
                                             Kids Night Out 
                                              (Pre K and K) 
                                              Saturday, February 13th & 27th  
                                                     5:00 PM-7:00 PM 
 
Our maximum number of kids will always be dependent on the number of our 
volunteers, weather, and safety.  More information will be sent out to parents 
about each Kids Night Out event. 
                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
                                                        

                                                     (1st Grade-2nd Grade) 
                                                             Friday, February 12th & 26th 
                                                                    5:00 PM-7:00 PM 
 
Our maximum number of kids will always be dependent on the number of our volunteers, weather, and 
safety.  More information will be sent out to parents about each JAM event. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(3rd - 5th Grades) 
Friday, February 19th 

5:00 PM-7:00 PM 
 
Our maximum number of kids will always be dependent on the number of our volunteers, weather, and 
safety.  More information will be sent out to parents about each Feerless event. 

 
Confirmation 

(6th-8th Grades) 
Tuesday, February 9th 

6:30-8:00 PM 
 
Confirmation will be on Tuesday February 9th. More information will be sent out to 
parents. 
 
 



 
 
 

High School 
(9th-12th Grades) 

Wednesday, February 3rd, 10th, & 24th  
6:30-8:00 PM 

 
HS youth group meets weekly on Wednesdays except for the 3rd Wednesday 
of the month. We meet from 6:30-8 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pause 
(Ages 18-24) 

Sunday, February 7th & 21st  
7:00-8:30 PM 

 
Pause is a group for young adults to connect, refresh, and recharge.  We 
welcome new people who are interested in attending.  Friends are welcome 
too. 

 
 
 
 

Connect 
(Ages 25 and up) 

Saturday, February 13th & 27th  
7:30-9:00 PM 

 
Pause is a group for young adults to connect, refresh, and recharge.  We 
welcome new people who are interested in attending.  Friends are welcome 
too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please sign up at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/clc-saturday-hike-tickets-138904313541  
 

Book Club 

The Book Club is scheduled to meet on Monday, February 8th at 7:00pm 
via ZOOM. The ZOOM meeting information will be forwarded to the members of 
the Book Club prior to the meeting.     

When the Book Club meets on February 8th, we will be discussing The Alice 
Network by Kate Quinn.  This is the story of Charlie St. Clair, an American college 
girl who has been sent to Europe in 1947 in disgrace.  While she’s in Europe, she 

searches for her cousin Rose who disappeared in France during the Nazi occupation.  Charlie enlists 
the assistance of Eve, a woman who had been part of World War I secret spy network but now lives a 
life of seclusion.  Eve and Charlie embark on the mission to find Rose.  
 
Upcoming Books: 
 

March 8 Mornings with Rosemary by Libby Page 
April 12 Queen Bee by Dorothea Benton Frank 
May 10 This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger 
June 14 Hope On The Inside by Marie Bostwick 

 
We invite anyone who has read these books to join us for some lively conversation and fun.  The CLC 
Book Club reads a wide variety of books and welcomes all readers along with book suggestions.  Please 
contact Julie Draper or a member of the Book Club for more information.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/clc-saturday-hike-tickets-138904313541


 

                  Quilting for Lutheran World Relief 

We started out 2020 gathering as a group to make quilts. Then things 
changed and we went to a “home-based” ministry. Thanks to all who 
donated fabric, cut quilt kits, sewed quilt tops, tied quilts, and bound them! 
We completed 40 quilts which were sent to LWR. 

We continue to cut fabric, sew quilt tops, sandwich them, tie and bind them. 
We have been working behind the scenes. If you would like to be a part of 
this ministry or just want more information, please call Kathy Anderson at 
(970) 776-9074. She often sets up a workstation in the sanctuary and 

would be thrilled to have you join her!  Please contact clcrsm@gmail.com for more information. 

              Stephen Ministry - To Love Is To Listen 
  
In these trying times, you or someone you know may have had to adjust to a job 
change, a new baby, a new boss, a new house, a separation, a grown child 
moving back home, a seriously ill parent, a death, a best friend who has 
moved?  Be caring and helpful to those around you who are having to make 
adjustments in their lives.  You can make a difference and really help by 
encouraging them to talk to someone.  Stephen Ministers are trained and available for listening to and 
helping people as they face changes in their lives. 
 
If you feel you want to know more about Stephen Ministers, please contact Pastor Marty or one of the 
Stephen Leaders here at Community Lutheran by emailing clcrsm@gmail.com .  If you have a friend 
who is going through a difficult life adjustment, you are an important comfort and encouragement to 
them in your listening.  God can work through you in powerful ways!  If you think they would be blessed 
by having a Stephen Minister, you can always encourage them to inquire about Stephen Ministry by 
contacting Pastor Marty directly or one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders (Pat Weber, Gay Chessell, 
Kevin Peterson or Brent Anderson) by emailing clcrsm@gmail.com   

 
 

Prayer Requests 
 
Please send your prayer requests to Pastor Marty by email or write them on the yellow 
slips of paper in the Welcome Notebooks and place them in the offering plate.  Pastor 
Marty’s email is pastormartyclcrsm@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Caught Serving………. A Special Thanks To: 
 

Cheryl Newton and Brian Wielenga for their service on church 
Council. 
 
Kyle Kermoade, Ken Notthoff and Andy Nakatani for helping 
with some of our facility projects. 
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