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MIDNIGHT STILLNESS 
 
On Christmas Eve, there always comes a time when everything is 
finally still. Once all the preparations and decorations, extra choir 
rehearsals and Christmas pageants, shopping and holiday parties have 
been completed, peace descends. 

For me, that time always came after the 11 p.m. candlelight service. 
After the congregation went home, after I turned off the lights and 
locked the doors, as my daughters and I drove home through the dark 
and quiet streets, I would then settle into silence. Once home and after 
my husband and children went to bed, I could continue in that 
Christmas Eve stillness and reflect on the mystery of Advent 
and Christmas. 

Advent—a season of expectation. God is up to something. We are 
urged to watch and wait. “Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald 
of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of  

good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’” (Isaiah 40:9). “At 
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him’” (Matthew 25:6). 

There are Advent calendars, with each opened window drawing one closer to Christmas. Advent 
wreaths light the way. In Cleveland in the late ’50s and early ’60s, every child would rush home from 
school to catch Mr. Jingeling on TV. (Trust me, every Clevelander of a certain age can sing the Mr. 
Jingeling song.) 

Advent is our time and is filled with longing—for peace, for a just world, for restored relationships, for 
God. The Advent lessons from the prophet Isaiah are filled with the sorrow of exile and the persistent 
hope that God still cares for God’s people and will bring about their return to Israel. We sing, “Come, 
thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins release us; let us find 
our rest in thee” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 254). 

And come Jesus does, into our world and into our lives. For a brief time, generosity and goodwill 
break out. We wish strangers a “Merry Christmas.” We even practice a little patience in traffic and 
with relatives. Life is filled with possibility. 

I think about all these things in the midnight stillness of Christmas Eve. I consider the miracle of the 
incarnation—that God is ever faithful; that God is not far off but is Emmanuel, God with us; that in 
Jesus the Divine set aside all glory in order to take on our nature and be truly glorified on the cross. A 
helpless baby in a wooden manger, a broken man on a cross—these are the gifts of Christmas. 

The Christmas carol declares that the angels’ announcement to the shepherds “came upon the 
midnight clear” (ELW, 282). All of creation became the land of the midnight Son. The good earth and 
all its creatures, sun and moon, and stars and planets orbit in harmony around this center of love. 

ELCA Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 



 

 

In the stillness, I think of another midnight—the Easter Vigil. It is the first celebration of the 
resurrection. In the vigil these words of the Exsultet (Easter proclamation) are sung: “This is the night 
when Christ, the Life, rose from the dead. The seal of the grave is broken and the morning of a new 
creation breaks forth out of night.” All Advent expectations and longings are met and exceeded. The 
ephemeral peace and hope we may feel at Christmas take substance and permanence. God’s 
promise has been fulfilled. 

There is a lot for the Christ child to do before the work on earth is done. Jesus will grow into 
adulthood. He will teach and feed and heal. Jesus will suffer the betrayal of his friends and will die 
that we might live. I think about this on Christmas Eve and pray, “Rest now, dear midnight Son.” 

December 2019 Monthly Message from the Living Lutheran by Elizabeth A. Eaton, the presiding 
bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  Her email address is bishop@elca.org.  
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                                                                     2019 YTD    2019 YTD 
                          ACTUAL     BUDGET 
Receipts—Offerings             $337,952                $346,400         
Net Receipts—Preschool                  146,662        158,185 
Receipts—Other                 35,471                    17,825        
Total Receipts                     $520,085                $522,410   
Total Operating Expenditures                       
                     (Non-Preschool)                     (  487,848)             (  484,326)    
Excess Receipts over Expenditures 
 (Net Operating Income)                   $   32,237              $   38,084  
Loss on Sale of Stock                      (35)                         (0) 
Transfers to Dedicated Accounts            (  44,000)     (  44,000) 
Total Net Revenue               ($ 11,798)               ($  5,916)  
 
Liquid assets available to meet expenses totaled $24,564 on 11/30/2019 (excludes dedicated funds).                     
 
Offering income was $353 more than budgeted for November and is $8,448 less than budgeted YTD.   
 
Preschool net income was $157 more than budgeted for November and is $11,523 less than budgeted YTD. 
 
Other Receipts included specified gifts of $15,286 for the Building Fund and $313 for the Siloe.  Charitable grants 
are $13,547 greater than budgeted year-to-date.   
 
Non-Preschool Operating Expenses were $3,895 more than budgeted for November.    All categories were less 
than budgeted or within $400 except: 
            Professional:  Expenses were $3,629 more than budgeted for November.  Two months’ worth of       

pension/health insurance bills were paid this month.  YTD expense is $571 less than budgeted. 
 
Transfers for November included $4,000 to the building fund from the preschool funds. 
  
Detailed information is available upon request from Tracy Cantin (treasurerclcrsm@gmail.com).  
 
Vanco Online Offerings:  You can now setup monthly or weekly offerings right on our website.  You can also 
make a “one-time” donation there.  Funds can be transferred from your bank account or charged to your debit or 
credit card.  Try out the free mobile app too:  It’s called GIVE+Mobile.  You can also text an offering to 855-949-
0112.  If you need any help with your online giving, please contact Tracy at treasurerclcrsm@gmail.com  
 
Amazon Smile:  The church has registered on Amazon Smile.  This is a great program where Amazon shoppers 
can designate any registered charity to receive .5% of their qualified purchases as a donation.  To participate in this 
program, just go to www.smile.amazon.com to sign up and choose Community Lutheran Church as your designated 
charity. 
 
Schwab Account:  The church has a Schwab brokerage account.  This way members can donate shares of stock as 
an alternative to cash offerings.  Not only can you help the church, you can avoid paying capital gains tax on 
appreciated stocks. 

 

Date Attend. Offerings 

Nov 3 156 $  3,821 
Nov 10 142 $  2,820 
Nov 17 176 $  3,721 
Nov 24 146   $  3,893 
Thanksgiving  $    125 
Non-Cash  $  2,084 
EFT Offering    $13,489 
Total 620   $29,958 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Be sure to check your year-end giving report when it arrives. Please contact our 
Financial Secretary Louis McClure or the church office if you have a discrepancy.  



 

Happy New Year from the CLC Council! 

2019 was a good year financially for Community Lutheran Church.  The congregation’s offerings have 
held steady and the preschool staff has successfully maintained full enrollment, allowing the 
church to meet our budgeted income.  In addition, our expenses have also remained within 
budget. 

The CLC Council has recently completed the annual budgeting process for 2020 and we look forward 
to another solid year.  This year’s budget allows us to continue supporting the priorities 
initiated in 2019: 

Build the facility maintenance and replacement fund 

Provide an annual salary increase for the church staff 

Increase our contribution to the ELCA Synod to support their many worthwhile activities 

Fund a budget item to support outreach and mission activities 

As we move into a new year, I believe the CLC Council, in partnership with Pastor Marty and Josiah, 
will continue to steward our church’s resources wisely.   With healthy finances, our church will be able 
to save for future needs, invest in new mission opportunities God places before us, and support our 
ministries of outreach to youth and families in our community. 

On behalf of the CLC Council, thank you for your prayers and your contribution of time, talent, and 
resources for the benefit of our church. 

In Peace, 

Scott Leland 
CLC Council President 

 

December Council Meeting Highlights 

December 10, 2019 

 CLC Annual Congregational Meeting, January 26, 2020, 9:30 am.  Please plan to attend. The 
2020 budget will be discussed. 

 Log in to our website, CLCRSM.ORG, to see the new video created by Rich Morgan and 
updated information about CLC. 

 Thank you to Kathleen Smith for applying for and receiving a $675 Pacifica Synod ELCA-
Matthew 25 grant for the RSM Cares Food Pantry. 
 machines and a serger which will be taken to Door of Faith Orphanage in  

 
 
 

 The back patio renovation is underway and should be completed by the end of January. 
 Thank you to Kathy Anderson who was successful in getting a donation from Moore's 

Sewing Center in Mission Viejo of 5 refurbished sewing machines for Door of Faith 
Orphanage. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday School for all ages! 

Sundays 9:45-10:30am 

 

Sunday school is between services and is a wonderful 

opportunity for children and youth to grow in faith, to 

sing, to serve, and to make new friends in a safe and fun 

environment. 

 

Sunday School Music, January 5th     

Come join us for a fun revamped Sunday School Music 

Sunday where we sing songs, praise God and learn about 

the joy that God has placed in each of us!  

 

Sunday School Service Projects, January 12th 

Come and make St. Valentine Day cards for those who 

have lost someone recently and learn about St. Valentine 

and how the early Christians used St. Valentine’s Day to 

encourage each other in their faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

New Year’s Resolutions! 
 

Did you make any this year?  How about being a Sunday Worship volunteer!!  
We need more readers for the lessons, communion servers, ushers, and 
greeters.  Being a worship volunteer is a wonderful way to take part in our 
worship services.  Mark the worship notebook if you would like to help or 
see Julie Mortenson in the church office. 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

Sunday, January 26th 9:30 AM (Between Worship Services) 
 
Please join us as we vote to approve our 2020 Annual Budget and incoming Council 
Members. 



 

KNO (Kids Night Out) 

 

For Preschool and Kindergarten Kids 

Saturday, January 11th  

5-8pm 

 

KNO is a fun monthly event for kids to play, to sing, and to learn about 

Jesus with loving and caring adult and youth volunteers. Dinner, snacks, 

drinks, and a movie are provided. 

 

The cost is $10 for the first child $5 for other children in the family. 

Spots fill up quickly.  Please let us know by the Thursday, January 9th if you are attending. 
 

 

JAM (Jesus and Me) 

1st-3rd Graders 

Friday, January 10th 

5-8pm 

  

JAM is a fun monthly event for kids to play, to get to know 

each other and to learn about Jesus in a safe and trusting 

environment. Dinner, games and crafts are provided! Cost is 

$5 per child. 
 

Fearless 

4th-5th  Graders 

Friday, January 17th  

 

Fearless is a fun-filled monthly event for upper elementary 

aged youth which can help strengthen connections with 

each other and with Christ. Dinner and dessert will be 

provided. Each session will be Christ-centered through 

games, service, activities, and crafts.  Cost is $5 per child. 

 

 

Jr. High Confirmation 

6th-8th Grade 

Wednesday, January 8th and 22nd 

6-8PM 

Our Confirmation ministry provides a place to come together to learn and 

grow in their faith through learning, service, fellowship and relationship 

building. Youth begin to form stronger and deeper connections and build 

relationships with one another and mentors. 



 

Sr. High Youth Group 

9th-12th Grade 

Tuesday Evenings 

7-8:30 pm 

 

Youth group is a great way to stay connected, to build 

relationships, and to grow in faith. A safe space is provided 

where youth can come together and be real and honest with 

each other. It’s a group to participate in to get away from the 

busyness that engulfs high school students every day, to share 

joys and frustrations, and to know that there will be no 

judgement. 
 

 

Pause  

Young Adults (18-30's) 

Sunday Evenings 

7-8:30 

 

This is a young adults group that is designed to come together, 

pause, slow down, connect and share. Pause is a safe group 

where we can have conversation, laughter and listen to one 

another. We hope you can join!  The new location is at 63 Via 

Serena, RSM, CA 92688. 

 

Pause for Sunday Lunch 

Join us on January 26th for lunch! We’ll meet on the church patio at noon and choose a local 

eatery and have lunch together.  This will be a fun and easy way to get to know each other. 

Bring your ideas for fun and new places to try! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men and Women of CLC 

Afternoon of CLC Family Bowling 
 

The family bowling event will be on Sunday the 26th of January from 2 
to 4 pm at the Saddleback Lanes.   

 
This event is open to all of the congregation! 

Stay tuned for more information. 
 



 

Baja Missions Outreach 

Saturday, January 18th 

 

This month we will be visiting Door of Faith Orphanage 

and Siloé Wellness Center. We will have the chance to 

help with projects and make lunch. We'll get to see and 

learn about Door of Faith and get a chance to get to 

know and play with the kids This trip is great for all those 

who like to work outside, clean, cook, play with kids, 

listen to stories and experience different cultures. 

 

Please continue to keep Door of Faith staff in your prayers. They have wonderful and 

dedicated staff that have given much of their lives to serving others, please pray that God 

continues to work through them and give them strength to continue doing the good work that 

they have been doing and that they find time to slow down and breathe. 

If you are planning on coming on this trip, please let us know by Monday, January 13th. Share 

with your friends and family! All are welcome, and if you know 

anyone that would like to be our Baja email, please let me know 

and we'll add them. 

Costs: $35 for the first person, $20 for the second person in a 

family and a maximum of $75 per family.  

We will be bringing down donations of Laundry and Floor 

detergent, please consider donating. All donations can be brought 

to the office. Costco detergent is great!  Pods, Powder of Liquid all 

work equally well for them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Men of CLC 
Afternoon of Family Bowling 

 

The Men of CLC will again sponsor their afternoon of Family Bowling 
at Lake Forest Lanes for the WHOLE CLC FAMILY on Sunday, 
January 31st29th from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  It is $20.00 per person.  
Watch the bulletin and email for details and to sign-up soon! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

The Book Club is meeting on Monday, January 13th at 7:00pm in the CLC office to 
discuss How to Walk Away by Katherine Center.  In this book we meet Margaret who has her 
life planned out and is embarking on a bright future when suddenly everything is taken away and 
all her plans fall apart.  The interruption of her plans leads Margaret to find love in unexpected 
places.     
 
February 10th Book Discussion:       A Bridge Across the Ocean by Susan Meissner. 
 
We invite anyone who has read these books to join us for some conversation and fun.  The CLC 
Book Club reads a wide variety of books and welcomes all readers along with book 
suggestions.  Please contact Julie Draper or a member of the Book Club for more information.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prayer Requests 

Please send your prayer requests to Pastor Marty by email or write them on 
the yellow slips of paper in the Welcome Notebooks and place them in the 
offering plate.  Pastor Marty’s email is pastormartyclcrsm@gmail.com 
 

 

Quilting for Lutheran World Relief 
 

Please join us in 2020 to help with the wonderful ministry of making quilts for 
many in need around the world. 
 
We have great fun and fellowship together. There are many steps to producing 
quilts: sorting fabric, cutting squares, sewing squares together, “sandwiching” 
the quilt top/batting/backing, ironing sheets for the backs, tying knots with 
crochet thread, binding the quilt......and keeping inventory for the quilt room! 
 
Our first get-together in 2020 is Monday January 27 from 9-12 and/or 6-8 in 
the sanctuary. 
If you have any questions or suggestions please contact: 
Kathy Anderson @ 970.776.9074 or Christy Riley @ 949.230.5617 
 

 
YOU ARE NOT ALONE.... 

“Carry each other’s’ burdens and in this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ”  Galatians 6:2 

God does not want us to be all alone. He wants us to turn to others when things are 
bothering us.  Stephen Ministers will walk with you through your troubles and be 
there for you when you need them.  Stephen Ministers are not just there for the “big” 
crises.  They are also available for the little ones, because many times the little 
things can really add up.  Consider sharing your big and little concerns with a 
Stephen Minister.  All relationships are completely confidential. contact Pastor Marty 
or one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders (Pat Weber, Kimmarie Simonsen or Brent 
Anderson) for information. 

 Young @ 
Chronology Game Night and Light Supper 

 
Sunday, January 12, 2020, 4:30PM. 

 
If you wish to participate in Young@Heart please contact Julie Mortenson in the church office. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
    

    

 

  

 
 The Board and Brew Men’s Coffee Crew for donating funds for the new Paschal candle. 
 Everyone who helped decorate the sanctuary and the church campus for Christmas. 
 Everyone who brought desserts for Advent by Candlelight. 
 Josiah Canto, Laurie Robbins, Vicki Kressin, and all the Sunday School Students for 

the wonderful program on December 22rd.  
 The Chancel Choir for their Christmas Cantata on December 15th and singing on 

Christmas Eve. 
 Linda Bullock for delivering the Adopt an Angel gifts to the Southwest Community 

Center. 
 Everyone who was involved in donating food, flipping pancakes, serving food, and 

cleaning up for the Annual Santal Pancake Breakfast.   

Thank you all for your generous Christmas cards, gifts, and goodies that you provided this year!  Your gifts 

give us significant evidence of your care for us and CLC.  Blessings to each of you in 2020. 

 

Sincerely, 

Pastor Marty, Josiah Canto, Linda Bullock, Julie Mortenson, Tracy Cantin, Grant Rohr, and Tan Malkowski, 

Amanda Perez, and Cathie Jackson our nursery leaders. 

 

Big Thanks To All Who Were Caught  

Serving in December! 

Message From Parish Life 
 

What a wonderful season of thanks and praise we had with Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas!  
 Thank you to everyone who helped decorate the sanctuary, brought desserts for Advent by 
Candlelight, and to all those on the Hospitality Team who faithfully make the coffee for us every 
Sunday!   A special note of thanks to the Sr High Youth Group who did such a magical job decorating 
the tables for Advent by Candlelight!    
 
Do you like the idea of people gathering in fellowship over good Lutheran coffee on Sunday 
mornings?   Or do you attend the second service and often find yourself being one of the last to leave 
and able to help cover the patio furniture?  Then you would love to be a part of the Hospitality Team!  
 It's a simple effort with great value and reward.   Talk to Heidi Wolfson.  Shifts are less than once a 
month and easy to switch if needed and you can choose your task of making coffee or covering the 
patio furniture! 
 



    
Celebrating Celebrating Celebrating Celebrating JanuaryJanuaryJanuaryJanuary    BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays

 
Tony Brown 1/1 
Tahni Blume 1/2 
Karen Funkhouser 1/2 
Staci Nathanson 1/2 
Adrian Clark 1/3  
Susan Dotson 1/3 
Jerry Parker 1/3 
Randy Kniffin 1/4 
Hannah Kolenicka 1/4 
Loren Rhoton 1/4 
Lyndsey Haapala 1/5 
Parker Lewis 1/5 
James Reideler 1/5 
Jennifer Crum 1/6 
Noah Donaldson 1/6 
Brad Engelbrecht 1/7 
Gisela Branch 1/9 
Mike Olsker 1/9 
Bill Brummel 1/10 
Ellen Tewell 1/10 
John Wagener 1/11 

J.J. Stout-Harris 1/12 
Stephanie Franich 1/13 
Hanna Bevan 1/14 
Danny Magazzu 1/16 
Brady Yang 1/17 
Kate Donaldson 1/19 
Steven Krouse 1/21 
Riley Rose Perez 1/21 
Dale Funkhouser 1/22 
Jake Marthens 1/22 
Marin Jacobson 1/23 
Jim Krouse 1/24 
Christy Ziemer 1/24 
Keeley Iserman 1/25 
Rob Chase 1/26 
Cortney Chase 1/27 
Virginia Heeren 1/27 
John Sullivan, Jr. 1/30 
Matthew Lundin 1/31 
Savannah Paxton 1/31

 
 
 
 

 

 


