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30322 Via Con Dios
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Community News

(949) 858-0307 clcrsm@gmail.com

Dear CLC family,
With all of the events of this trying year, I make these two important commitments to
you:
1. To provide the best care, ministry, and outreach possible.
2. To keep you informed regarding how we can serve and give together to meet the
spiritual needs of our congregation and community.
On August 18th, our CLC Church Council met to review our ministry and receive financial
reports. We agreed that our multiple ways of providing care, ministry, and outreach are going well.
We have seen a positive response to both our outdoor patio worship opportunity and our online
"worship from home" service.
We are providing communion in a safe manner to all who request it. We are providing prayer,
financial, and emotional support through our Coronavirus relief ministries and Good Samaritan Fund.
And as I shared last week, I am continuing to reach out to each CLC household.
At our Church Council meeting, Tracy Cantin reported that our SCC preschool financial situation is
creating challenges for both our preschool budget and our church budget. As one ministry, SCC and
CLC are linked financially and when one suffers the other suffers as well.
Enrollment is now limited due to COVID guidelines from county licensing and from the state health
department (we are down about 40 students from last year at this time). While projections show that
beginning in January, the financial impact will lessen, we have already begun to restrict expenditures
and make difficult decisions.
Beginning with the SCC preschool budget we are holding the line on all expenses that are not
absolutely essential. For the church, we have cut $9,840 in anticipated payroll costs by reducing the
choir hours in Grant's position, laying off our nursery workers, and temporarily cutting the hours
budgeted for creating bulletins. We have also halted the monthly budget allocation for long-term
maintenance needs. Even with those budget cuts our current projected shortfall for 2020 (driven by the
loss of SCC funds) is $66,214. Of course, that depends greatly on the amount of offerings received.
Thank you for all the gifts you have already given this year.
We are writing to you today to both keep you informed and to provide the opportunity for each
member to consider supporting our ministry with extra gifts as you are able.
We know this is a difficult time financially for many and certainly do not want to see an added burden
placed on those who are in a tight financial situation.
For others who have been blessed financially, we simply ask for your prayerful consideration and we
are very grateful for any amount you feel led to give.
(continued)

Options for giving include:


You can write a check and mail it to us (30322 Via Con Dios, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA
92688)



You can give online through the website, clcrsm.org. There is a link at the top of the page
which says, "Give Online". You can make a one-time donation or setup a recurring donation.



You can give with your phone using the Give Plus App. Just go to the App Store or Google Play
and search for "Give+". You can make a one-time donation or setup a recurring donation.



You can text an offering donation to 855-949-0112. The first time you do this, you'll get a text
back prompting you to enter your name and credit card number.



You can make a Zelle transfer through your online banking website. When adding the church
as a payee, just enter our email address: clcrsm@clcrsm.org

If you need any assistance with any of these methods, please contact Tracy at
treasurerclcrsm@gmail.com or call her at 949-697-0355.
May we each continue to center our lives in Christ and reach out with God's abundant love and grace!

August Council Meeting Highlights
August 18, 2020
 Tracy Cantin, our church treasurer, and her husband will be moving to Jacksonville, Florida
early October for his new job position. She will be greatly missed. Tracy has agreed, will
our total support, to continue as treasurer by working remotely.
 Outdoor worship has been well attended. Orange County has been removed from the
COVID Watch List, so we may be able to worship in the Sanctuary soon.


Pastor Marty is connecting with members who are staying at home. Reach out and let him
know how you are doing. He will deliver Communion to your home also if you would like
that.



The Livestream of the Sunday service will continue. Tuesday morning patio Communion
will also continue.

 Josiah has sent a Google survey to parents of children K-12 looking for feedback and
suggestions on our youth programs and also how to go forward with Confirmation classes
to build faith with children and families together.


Preschool classes have been limited to 10 children per room due to COVID
guidelines. This has affected the church budget greatly. We are monitoring our cashflow
and we are making adjustments wherever possible.

2020 YTD
ACTUAL

2020 YTD
BUDGET

Receipts—Offerings
$244,373
Net Receipts—Preschool
(53,542)
Payroll Protection Program Funds Used
151,527
Receipts—Other
2,776
Total Receipts
$345,134
Total Operating Expenditures
(Non-Preschool)
( 324,820)
Excess Receipts over Expenditures
(Net Operating Income) $ 20,314
Loss on Sale of Stock
(392)
Transfers to Dedicated Accounts
( 22,000)
Total Net Revenue
( 2,078)

$242,806
156,723
0
3,125
$402,654
( 324,360)

Offerings
Mailed

$ 4,559

Charitable Grants

$ 1,200

EFT Offerings

$17,380

Total

$26,007

$ 78,294
(0)
( 30,000)
$ 48,294

Payroll Protection Program loan funds totaling $151,527 were received 5/1/2020. These funds were applied
to payroll costs (both church and preschool) and mortgage interest. We will apply to have the loan forgiven
and converted into a grant. We anticipate full forgiveness.
Liquid assets available to meet expenses totaled $30,714 on 7/31/2020 (excludes dedicated funds).
Offering income was $5,101 more than budgeted for July. YTD offerings are $1,567 more than budgeted.
Preschool net income was $30,486 less than budgeted for July. Our 5-week summer program brought in only
$35,000 versus the budgeted $95,000 due to licensing restrictions. Expenses were also lower than budgeted.
The school has contributed nothing to the church bills since March. We anticipate the school to break-even in
September; however, typically the preschool contributes $10,000 to $15,000 monthly toward church bills and
the long-term maintenance fund. Staff is working diligently to keep all church expenses as low as possible
without sacrificing our ministries.
Other Receipts included specified gifts of $54 for the Long-Term Maintenance Fund, $813 for Siloe, $100 for
the Food Bank, $500 for Door of Faith Orphanage, and $1,000 for the Good Samaritan Fund.
Non-Preschool Operating Expenses were $3,056 more than budgeted for July. All expense categories were
less than $500 above budgeted numbers except:
Professional Expenses were $767 more than budgeted. Figures included overtime hours paid to Josiah for
VBS (budgeted in August) and funds for the guest pastor.
Detailed information is available upon request from Tracy Cantin treasurerclcrsm@gmail.com
How Can I continue Giving?
1. You can write a check and mail it to us (Community Lutheran Church, 30322 Via Con Dios, Rancho
Santa Margarita, CA 92688).
2. You can give online through the website, clcrsm.org. There is a link at the top of the page that says,
“Give Online”. You can do a one-time donation or setup a recurring donation.
3. You can give with your phone using the Give Plus App. Just go to the App Store or Google Play and
search for “Give+”. The first time you login, you select your church. You will find us by searching
the zip code, 92688. You can do a one-time donation or setup a recurring donation through the app.
4. You can text an offering donation to 855-949-0112. The first time you do this you will get a text back
prompting you to enter your name and credit card number.

5. You can do a Zelle transfer through your online banking website. When adding the church as a payee,
just enter our email address: clcrsm@clcrsm.org
If you need any help with your online giving, please contact Tracy at treasurerclcrsm@gmail.com
Amazon Smile: The church has registered on Amazon Smile. This is a great program where Amazon
shoppers can designate any registered charity to receive .5% of their qualified purchases as a donation. To
participate in this program, just go to www.smile.amazon.com to sign up and choose Community Lutheran
Church as your designated charity.
Schwab Account: The church has a Schwab brokerage account. This way members
can donate shares of stock as an alternative to cash offerings. Not only can you help the church,
you can avoid paying capital gains tax on appreciated stocks.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Christian Education is facing a new reality. Pastor Marty, Josiah and staff have been innovative
and supportive in reaching out to our members in a variety of ways. We are thankful to have the
resources and ability to support the entire family.
Community Lutheran Church continues to foster communication and education with our
members through Sunday Worship Videos and in-person worship by following CDC guidelines.
Look for the “Taking Faith Home” bulletin insert at the bottom of each CLC email.
Our Youth and Family activities continue through social media as well as small group in-person
learning also by following CDC guidelines. Zoom has played an important role in connecting
with groups such as Sunday School, Confirmation, Senior High and Young Adult groups. We
also offer spiritual resources for families to use together at home.
We have all missed the spiritual connection and community-building activities such as Soup
Suppers, Lenten and Holy Week Services, Easter Worship and many more. As we face the
future prayerfully, we know we are loved and sustained by God and He will provide for us in the
days to come.
Pastor Marty, Josiah and the staff can be a source of help in so many ways. Please don’t
hesitate to call the Office for Pastoral Care at 949-858-0307.

Cheryl Newton,
Christian Education

Please send your prayer requests to Pastor Marty. His email address is
pastormartyclcrsm@gmail.com

The ELCA Day of Service is Sunday, September 13th
This year we are concentrating our efforts onto one project that can involve us all whether you must
stay home or join us in person! We will be creating "Thank You - We Appreciate You Bags" for all
of our community grocery stores and fire stations. We want them to know we recognize their
unwavering efforts during this pandemic. Grocery Store workers have been especially hard working
as they restock entire shelves and update the stores to keep up with the changing protocols. We
wanted to make sure they aren't overlooked as essential workers!

Each gift bag will contain:


A thank you note from you (hint: Dollar Tree is a great place to find
affordable notecards or just write a letter of thanks on any paper)



A bottle of water


A packet of Emergen-C (to keep up their
energy)



A 100 Grand candy bar (to signify we
think they are priceless)






Trail mix packet



A Granola Bar
Hershey's Kisses

A smiley face magnet - or something similar to lift their
spirits and remind them we appreciate them

Whether you fill bags at home, donate goods from the list and
leave them at the church office, or join us on September 13th to assemble and
deliver the bags, we greatly appreciate your help! We will have brown handled
craft bags at the church office if you wish to take any to fill yourselves.
If you have any questions please contact: Heidi Wolfson wolfsons@mac.com
(949) 459-1828 or Brian Wielenga brianwielenga@gmail.com

Hello,
We have had quite a summer here at CLC. I am grateful for the innovative ways that we
were able to offer our VBS program through online and in person opportunities. I am beyond
grateful for all of the families that were involved and their support of our children's ministry
and our VBS summer project, The RSM Cares Food pantry.
We had a lot of volunteers help make our VBS videos awesome! Thank you for all of the time
that you put into our VBS program this summer. Thank you to all our volunteers that came
out and helped out with our in person VBS program. It would not have been possible without
each and every one of you. It was a very different VBS program this summer but we made it
happen. Everyone was incredible!
Thank you to our in person and video rockstars Kathleen Smith, Jill Rhoton, Hayley Hall,
Megan Hall, Owen Berg, Sara Peak, Sarah Lipot, Bronwyn Parhad, Sophia Rhoton, Nolan
Rhoton, Grayson Garcia, Tamara Hirschman, Andrew Hirschman, Pastor Marty Jacobson,
Tatum Bowen, Cash Bowen, Emmee Smith, Benny Smith, Braden Berg, Lacey Burke, Reese
Burke, Meagan Kraszewski, Heidi Wolfson, Matt Holter, Danielle Hilburn, Keira Clineff, Kai
Thompson, Parker Thompson, Kenzie Iserman, Keeley Iserman.
It was difficult to miss out on our backpacking trip this summer, but I am grateful for Tom and
his leadership in helping make our summer “Night Under the Stars” event a great one! It was
fun to connect with our youth and spend time together in God's creation even if it did look
different, Having the time for fellowship, devotion, a campfire, prayer, hiking and laughter
made it a wonderful experience!
We’re looking forward to starting our children and youth ministries this Fall! With so many
changes in our world there is a lot going on and it’s overwhelming with all the noise and mess
for sure. Our focus this Fall with our Fall programs is to get back to basics, spending time
together, praying and reading the Bible together, helping kids and youth understand that their
identity is rooted in Jesus Christ and his love for them and all people. We want to help our
kids and youth continue to grow in their faith and build lasting Christian friendships with one
another.
Sincerely,
Josiah Canto

In-Person Sunday School (Preschool-5th)
(Previously known as Children’s Church)
We are excited to offer in-person Sunday School for our preschool5th graders this Fall. Previously known as “Children’s Church”, we
are now calling it Sunday School and it will be offered each Sunday
during our in-person services. After the children’s message, the
kids will go to Sunday school with Josiah down to the preschool
courtyard. Parents can pick up their kids at the end of service.
More information will be sent out to parents, if you have any
questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to Josiah at
Josiahclcrsm@gmail.com.

Sunday School Online with ZOOM (1st Grade - 8th
Grade)
Also, We will be offering an online zoom option for those who are
not able to join us for in-person activities. Sunday School online
with ZOOM will be for 1st-8th graders this Fall. Zoom Sunday
School will be offered every Sunday from 9:30-10 am. We will
begin together and then divide up into breakout rooms. More
information will be sent out to parents. If you have any questions or
concerns, please feel free to reach out to Josiah at
Josiahclcrsm@gmail.com.

Kids Night Out (Preschool and Kindergarten)
Saturday September 19th & 26th
5:30-7pm
We will be offering Kids Night Out (KNO) again this Fall for all our
Preschool and Kindergarten age kids. You may sign up your child for
one KNO event once a month, on either the 2nd, 3rd or the 4th
Saturday of the month. We will be allowing a maximum of seven
children per KNO. More information will be sent out to parents, if you
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to
Josiah at Josiahclcrsm@gmail.com.

JAM (1st Grade- 3rd Grade)
Friday, September 4th & Tuesday September 8th
5:30-7pm
Jesus and Me (JAM) is back! JAM is for all of our 1st-3rd graders and will be offered twice a
month, once on Tuesdays and once on Fridays. You may sign up your child for one JAM
once a month, either Tuesday or Friday. We will be allowing a maximum of seven children
per JAM session.
More information will be sent out to parents, if you have any questions or concerns, please
feel free to reach out to Josiah at Josiahclcrsm@gmail.com.

Fearless (4th & 5th Grades)
Friday, September 18th
5:30-7pm
Fearless is also back! Fearless is for all of our 4th
and 5th graders this Fall. We will be offering
Fearless on the 3rd Friday of the month.
More information will be sent out to parents, if you
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to
reach out to Josiah at Josiahclcrsm@gmail.com.

Confirmation (6th-8th Grades)
Tuesday, September 15th (Confirmation Kick-off) &
September 29th
6-8pm
Saturday, September 19th Confirmation Mini Retreat
Confirmation returns this Fall. We will be offering Confirmation every
other Tuesday, information will be sent out to parents. If you have
any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to Josiah at
Josiahclcrsm@gmail.com .

Sunday, September 6th & 20th
7-8:30pm
Pause for young adults, ages 18-22, will be offered in-person this Fall on the 1st and 3rd
Sundays of the month. We will meet on our back patio behind the office.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to Josiah at
Josiahclcrsm@gmail.com.

Connect (Ages 23 and up)
Saturday, September 5th & 19th
7:30-9pm
We are also offering a second in-person young adult group this Fall.
We will be offering Connect on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month
on our back patio behind the office.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to
Josiah at Josiahclcrsm@gmail.com.

RSM Cares Food Pantry
Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church
30605 Avenida de las Flores
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688
Wednesdays Sept. 4th & 18th
10:30am-5pm
Come and be a part of this great service to the community of RSM and the surrounding
communities in Orange County. This is a great way to lend a helping hand, during this
challenging time. We sort, organize, and pass out groceries with members of our community
to families and individuals. Distribution hours are between 2:00pm – 5:00pm. This is open to
everyone! Come and help after school. There is always a need for helping hands!

Book Club is meeting at 7:00pm on September 14th via
Zoom. Please contact Julie Draper or members of the Book Club
for additional information.
Book List
September 14
October 12
November 9
December 14

What Alice Forgot
The Flight Girls
The Giver of Stars
The White Christmas Inn

By Liane Moriarty
By Noelle Salazar
By JoJo Moyes
By Colleen Wright

We invite anyone who has read these books to join us for some lively conversation and
fun. The CLC Book Club reads a wide variety of books and welcomes all readers along with
book suggestions.

STEPHEN MINISTERS AND WHAT THEY DO
Crisis can turn your world upside down. We all recognize that and are
aware that some folks really need a helping hand to get through these
times. But what about the less dramatic – the less obvious? Those
around us can be hurting and we are unaware of their pain, anxiety or
difficulty.
It is possible the persons themselves don’t recognize the fact that they need not “suffer in
silence”. If you should find yourself quietly hurting, don’t be hesitant to ask Pastor Marty,
Josiah or one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders for a Stephen Minister. Stephen Ministers are
here to help all, not just those going through the obvious crisis such as death, divorce, illness,
loss of job and so on.
As Stephen Ministers, we are trained to offer Christian friendship and love. We listen,
encourage, pray and support those who need a friend who is non-judgmental and above all
confidential.
If you feel you want to know more about Stephen Ministers and what they do, please contact
Pastor Marty, Josiah or one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders. If you have a friend who is
going through a difficult adjustment, you are an important comfort and encouragement to
them in your listening! God can work through you in powerful ways! If you thing that they
would be blessed by having a Stephen Minister, you can always encourage them to inquire
about Stephen Ministry by contacting Pastor Marty directly, Josiah or one of our Stephen
Ministry Leaders (Pat Weber, Kimmarie Simonsen, Gay Chessell, Kevin Peterson or Brent
Anderson).

LWR Quilting Mondays and Young@♥ Events continue to be on hold because of public
safety.

❣❣

AMAZING FACE-mask project❣❣

A group of women have been busy “behind the seams” making cloth face
coverings......950 MASKS!!!
500 given to family, friends, local healthcare facilities and 450 sent to Lutheran World Relief
for distribution overseas.
God’s Work.....our hands.
Those who can now make a mask with their eyes closed:
Lynn Alcala, Renee Allen, Kathy Anderson, Marin Jacobson, Kari Jacobson, Barb Krouse,
Rachelle Leland, Debbie Mecklenburg, Audrey Morgan, Pat Mulhaupt and Kim Taggert.

The Community Lutheran Church Good Samaritan Fund
Jesus said, “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the
hands of robbers?” The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus
told him, “Go and do likewise.” Luke10:36-37
The Good Samaritan showed mercy in three primary ways:
1. He took responsibility for the needs of his neighbor instead of passing by on the other
side of the road.
2. He bandaged his wounds and treated them with oil and wine.
3. He provided for his basic needs.
The “CLC Good Samaritan Fund” has been established to help in the flowing ways:


Food – gift cards from Target or Walmart will be provided



Clothing – gift cards from Target and Walmart will be provided



Shelter – Emergency shelter will be provided on a short-term basis for those who are
without shelter.



Other emergency needs will be considered on a case by case basis

Caught Serving In August!
Special thanks to…..


Lynn Alcala, Renee Allen, Kathy Anderson, Marin Jacobson, Kari Jacobson, Barb
Krouse, Rachelle Leland, Debbie Mecklenburg, Audrey Morgan, Pat Mulhaupt and
Kim Taggert for making face masks for LWR.



Kathleen Smith, Jill Rhoton, Hayley Hall, Megan Hall, Owen Berg, Sara Peak,
Sarah Lipot, Bronwyn Parhad, Sophia Rhoton, Nolan Rhoton, Grayson Garcia,
Tamara Hirschman, Andrew Hirschman, Pastor Marty Jacobson, Tatum Bowen,
Cash Bowen, Emmee Smith, Benny Smith, Braden Berg, Lacey Burke, Reese Burke,
Meagan Kraszewski, Heidi Wolfson, Matt Holter, Danielle Hilburn, Keira Clineff,
Kai Thompson, Parker Thompson, Kenzie Iserman, Keeley Iserman for serving as
VBS volunteers.

