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California has some of the best 
symbols that represent our 
beautiful state. As of right 
now, there are 37 symbols in 
total. While doing research for 
this article, I soon discovered 
that I only knew 3 of the 
symbols. I got curious and 
wanted to know if the visitors 
of Sycamore Grove Park knew 
the state symbols as well. 
Choosing the top 19 symbols 
that represent nature, natural 
resources, and recreation in 
California. I interviewed 40 
guests of the park at random. 
The survey started with very 
common symbols compared to 
the lesser-known symbols. 

Let’s start this month off with a quiz! Can you name these 

California symbols without looking them up? 

1.)  State Flower:  

2.) State Nut: 

3.) State Tree:  

4.) State Metal: 

5.) State Mammal: 

6.) State Bird: 

7.) State Vegetable:  

8.) State Fruit: 

9.) State Sport: 

10.) State Fresh Water Fish:  

11.) State Marine Fish: 

12.) State Fossil: 

13.) State Amphibian:  

14.) State Marine Reptile: 

15.) State Grass:  

16.) State Marine Mammal: 

17.) State Reptile: 

18.) State Rock: 

19.) State Insect:  



June Ranger-Led Programs  
Sharks: Friends not Food  
Saturday, June 4th   11am  

Sycamore Grove Park, Amphitheater (1051 Wetmore Road)  

We may not be at the ocean, but our actions greatly affect the creatures who 
live there. Join Ranger Lauren to learn fun facts about our large toothy fish 
friends, and how we can better understand them. Please RSVP to 
lsalcedo@larpd.org or call the Ranger Office at (925) 960-2400.  

Notroublesjustbubbles.com 

Ranger Lauren Salcedo 

Campfire with a Ranger   
Saturday, June 11th   8:30pm 

Sycamore Grove Park, Reservable Picnic Area (5035 Arroyo Road)  

Join Ranger Seth next to the campfire.  He will tell you his best, mostly true stories from the outdoors. Funny 
stories, spooky stories, and stories that will teach you valuable lessons about the outdoors. We will sing and 
laugh, and if you stay awake until the end, we will teach you the secret to making the perfect campfire 
s’more. Bring your favorite blanket, warm clothes, and a chair. This program is good for families with 
children of all ages. We will meet at the Reservable Picnic Area off Arroyo Road next to the Ranger Station. If 
you have not been there before we encourage you to call ahead of time for directions (925) 960-2400. 
Cancelled for rain or high winds. RSVP by emailing seddings@larpd.org or calling (925) 960-2400. 

Snakes  
Saturday, June 11th   2pm  

Sycamore Grove Park, Reservable Picnic Area (5035 Arroyo Road)  

Join Ranger Vickie as we explore the many different types of snakes. We will 
have a talk about them and answer questions, then meet one up close. 
Please RSVP to veggert@larpd.org or call the Ranger Office at (925) 960-
2400.  

Bbc.com Bad News Bears  
Sunday, June 12th   2pm  

Sycamore Grove Park, Reservable Picnic Area (5035 Arroyo Road)  

Join Ranger Doug as we learn about bears from around the planet. We will 
even discuss some of the prehistoric bears that used to call the Earth their 
home. Please RSVP to dsousa@larpd.org or call the Ranger Office at (925) 
960-2400.  

Father's Day in Sycamore Grove  
Saturday, June 18th   5pm  

Sycamore Grove Park, Reservable Picnic Area (5035 Arroyo Road)  

Spend Father’s Day in Sycamore Grove Park and show your appreciation 
for the ones that love us the most. Bring comfortable shoes and water, 
there will be games and ranger-led hikes! Don’t forget to bring the hot 
dogs and burgers, the grill will be fired up and ready for grilling! Please 
RSVP to grodriguez@larpd.org or call the Ranger Office at (925) 960-
2400.  Dora O’Brien 



June Ranger-Led Programs  

Mustelids  
Sunday, June 26th   2pm  

Sycamore Grove Park, Reservable Picnic Area (5035 Arroyo Road)  

Join Ranger Dan and learn about the different members of the Mustelid 
family.  From Otters to Badgers and Wolverines, plus one who is no longer a 
member. We might take a short hike to look for tracks if the ground is soft 
enough.  Please RSVP to dthomas@larpd.org or call the Ranger Office at 
(925) 960-2400.  

Newsweek.com 

Night Hike 
Saturday June 25th   8:30pm  

Sycamore Grove Park, Nature Area Entrance  

Join Ranger Seth and see Sycamore Grove Park in a way that not many visitors have 
before, at night! You will get to go on a guided night hike through the park, and 
discover what happens after the gates close. Ranger Seth will teach you all about 
our nocturnal animals and see if we can even spot a few. (Sightings are not 
guaranteed) Flashlights, lanterns, and flash photography are not allowed on this 
hike. RSVP by emailing seddings@larpd.org or calling (925) 960 2400. 

Ranger Christine Cardosi 

Scat-venger Hunt  
Sunday, June 19th   2pm  

Sycamore Grove Park, Reservable Picnic Area (5035 Arroyo Road)  

Join Ranger Doug as we learn all about scat. We will discuss different 
types of scat and then go on a hunt to see what we can find. Please RSVP 
to dsousa@larpd.org or call the Ranger Office at (925) 960-2400. 



State Symbols continued... 
Out of the forty guests who participated, the 

average number of correct answers was 6, placing 

me below average with a 3. Impressively, one 

person I interviewed answered 18/19 correctly, 

and only one person knew the state rock was 

Serpentine.   

Eight of the symbols can be found in Sycamore 

Grove Park for our park visitors to enjoy.  The 

California Quail can be seen in coveys (group of 

quail) and are generally spotted in the flatter, 

lower parts of Sycamore Grove Park. The Red-

Legged Frog is an endangered species of frog that 

we are proud to have in Sycamore Grove Park. 

Please do not catch or even approach the frog if 

you see one. Not only can it cause harm to the 

animal, but it is also unlawful to capture or harass 

endangered species. Redwood trees can be found 

on the paved path near the Arroyo Road Entrance 

of the park. Purple Needle Grass is one of the 

many different species of grass that Sycamore 

Grove Park hosts. Along with Almonds trees that 

were planted when Sycamore Grove was private 

property, they can be found at the trail 

intersection of Winery Loop and the paved path 

near the bottom of the hill. Serpentine has been 

seen in the park by the rangers here. If you want 

to see what Serpentine looks like, you can visit 

the Ranger Station, and they can show you.  

40/40 answered correctly that the state flower is 

the California Poppy. The California Poppy can be 

found almost all over the state. They have been 

known to grow in different environments ranging 

from green grassy fields to rocky, dry areas. One 

of the more unique qualities that Poppies 

demonstrate is, during the night or in chilly 

weather, their flower petals will fold closed, and 

during the warmer sunny days, the petals will 

open. Poppies are found in most of the trails and 

bloom from mid-February to mid-April. The 

rumors are true. It is unlawful to pick wild 

Poppies in California on public land. However, 

picking any native California wildflowers on 

public property is also illegal.  

 0/40 knew that the state butterfly was the 

Dogface Butterfly. The Dogface Butterfly gets its 

name from the pattern on the back of the male’s 

wings that look like a dog’s face. This butterfly 

can only be found in California, although it is 

rarely seen. The Dogface Butterfly has a unique 

range of flight patterns for butterflies. They can 

be found at a max height of 30 feet in and around 

tree canopies; and down low near the ground. 

They can be found in areas that do not have heavy 

foot traffic or people, such as canyons and steep 

hillsides that are teaming with poison oak. The 

distribution of these butterflies includes 

Sycamore Grove Park. However, it would be a 

rare sighting.  

Ranger Seth’s Survey Results 
State Symbols and Number of Correct Answers.   

1) Flower: California Poppy    40/40  

2) Nut: Almond     32/40  

3) Tree: Redwood     31/40  

4) Metal: Gold     29/40  

5) Mammal: Grizzly Bear    25/40  

6) Bird: Quail      21/40  

7) Vegetable: Artichoke    18/40  

8) Fruit: Avocado     11/40  

9) Sport: Surfing     10/40  

10) Fresh Water Fish: Golden Trout   7/40  

11) Marine Fish: Garibaldi    5/40  

12) Fossil: Smilodon aka “Sabretooth Tiger” 5/40   

13) Amphibian: Red-Legged Frog   4/40  

14) Marine Reptile: Leather Back Sea Turtle  4/40  

15) Grass: Purple Needle Grass   4/40  

16) Marine Mammal: Grey Whale   3/40  

17) Reptile: Desert Tortas    3/40  

18) Rock: Serpentine     1/40  

19) Insect: Dogface Butterfly    0/40  



Meteor Day by Ranger Gilberto Rodriguez 

Have you ever been outside at night when the air 

is cool, and the sky is dark? If so, did you take the 

chance to gaze at the stars, see anything unusual, 

maybe little streaks of light shooting across the 

night sky, could it be a shooting star? In fact, 

what you are seeing is what we call a meteor. 

A meteor is a streak of light in the sky caused by a 

meteoroid crashing through Earth’s atmosphere.  

The difference between a meteor and a meteoroid 

is that when a meteoroid enters Earth’s 

atmosphere it becomes a meteor. Meteoroids are 

lumps of rock or iron that orbit the sun. Most 

meteoroids are small fragments of rock created 

by asteroid collisions. When the meteoroid enters 

the Earth’s upper atmosphere, it becomes very 

hot due to friction from the air. This heat causes 

gasses around the meteor to glow bright, and 

then the meteor appears. People often refer to 

meteors as shooting stars or falling stars usually 

because of their bright tail of light they create as 

they fly through the sky. Most meteors occur in 

the Earth’s mesosphere about 30-50 miles above 

the Earth's surface.  

Meteors are quite remarkable because even the 

smallest meteors are visible from many miles 

away because of how fast they travel and how 

brightly they shine. The brightness of meteors 

greatly depends on its size and velocity, the larger 

and faster the meteor the greater the glow. The 

smallest meteors glow only glow for about a 

second while larger faster meteors can glow for 

up to several minutes! Although an event like this 

seems rare there are thousands of meteors falling 

from the sky during each day but are best 

observed at night when the streaks of light are 

most visible in the night sky. Depending on the 

chemical composition of a meteor it could glow in 

various colors.  Meteor with high calcium content 

will appear as a purple streak of light. A meteor 

with high iron content will appear as a yellow 

streak of light. 

So many meteors fall from the sky daily, 

scientists believe that up to 50 metric-tons of 

meteor fall on Earth each day, but most are very 

small, perhaps no bigger than a pebble. Meteors 

when passing through our atmosphere will 

usually burn so hot from friction, they will 

incinerate into nothing but on some occasions the 

meteor will not burn up completely and actually 

strike the Earth’s surface, these meteors are 

called meteorites! 

Besides the obvious variations in colors, meteors 

are often grouped into different categories based 

on their size, brightness and proximity to Earth. 

One category referred to as the Earthgrazers, are 

a type of meteor that streaks close to the horizon 

and are known to have long colorful tails. 

Earthgrazers will break up into several pieces and 

streak through the sky as falling stars, others will 

bounce off of the Earth’s atmosphere and re-enter 

outer space!  

 Another type of meteor is called a Fireball 

which is the most common. Organizations like 

the American Meteor Society report hundreds of 

sightings each year! For instance, in July of 2014 

more than 1,500 Fireballs were reported in the 

United States. Fireballs are large meteors that 

vary in size some being as big as a soccer ball, 

others closer to the size of a small car! Fireballs 

are extremely bright, and their light lasts 

significantly longer than Earthgrazers; they have 

been often described as a meteor brighter than 

any of the planets in our solar system. 

(Continued on next page) 



Meteor Day continued... 

Bolides are in a league of their own when it comes to size and brightness being more massive and 

brighter than fireballs. Bolides often explode in the Earth's atmosphere, these explosions can often 

be heard and felt from people on the Earth's surface! In fact, there are certain Bolides that are 

classified as Superbolides that are so bright and create such a large explosion that they become 

natural hazards and dangerous to life on Earth. In 2013, a Superbolide meteor passed over 

Chelyabinsk, Russia and exploded with the energy of around 500 kilotons of TNT. The shockwave 

from this explosion sent over a thousand people to the hospital for injuries and shattered the 

windows of thousands of apartment buildings. The meteor was so bright scientists report the 

meteor shined 30 times brighter than our own sun. The light was so intense it left some people with 

skin and retinal burns.  

So, remember don't forget to look up, you just might miss the heavenly fireworks in the night sky.  

A Fireball meteor falling in the night 

sky. 

The Superbolide meteor 

exploding in Chelyabinsk, 

Russia. 

A chunk of the Chelyabinsk meteor. 



July Ranger-Led Programs Sneak Peek... 
Eagles of America! USA! USA! USA!   

Saturday, July 2nd    1pm  

Sycamore Grove Park, Wetmore Road Entrance (1051 Wetmore Road)  
What better way to get in the spirit of Independence Day than by joining Ranger 
Seth and learning all about our nation's symbol, the Bald Eagle. Come learn how 
they live and fun facts about Bald Eagles you may not have known. We will be 
discussing how the Bald Eagle became our National Symbol. There will be fun 
Eagle/4th of July activities, arts and crafts for children (No Fireworks). We will be 
meeting at the Amphitheater next to the Native Garden. Please RSVP to 
seddings@larpd.org or call the Ranger Office at (925) 960-2400.  

Summer Adaptations   

Sunday, July 3rd    2pm   

Sycamore Grove Park, Reservable Picnic Area (5035 Arroyo Road)  

Come learn about some of the amazing adaptations plants and animals 
use to survive the hot summer months. Please RSVP to 
dsousa@larpd.org or call the Ranger Office at (925) 960-2400.  

Livermore Public Library Field Trip to Sycamore Grove Park  

Saturday, July 16th  11am – 3pm  

Sycamore Grove Park, Wetmore Road Entrance (1051 Wetmore Road)  

Read beyond the beaten path this summer and enjoy a day in the park with this collaborative event hosted by 
LARPD Open Space and Livermore Public Library. Meet us at the park or register for free bus transportation to 
the park from one of your local Livermore Public Library branches. There will be crafts and story times as well 
as ranger-led activities! All ages welcome.  

* Registration required for bus transportation. Space is limited. Call 925-373-5505 to sign up. Bus picks up 
and drops off at all three library branches twice during the field trip. Attendees not using the bus need not 
register.  

Canids From Around the World  

Sunday, July 17th  10am 

Sycamore Grove Park, Reservable Picnic Area (5035 Arroyo Road)  

Join Ranger Dan at Sycamore Grove Park and learn about some different 
canines from around the world.  Learn about some of the similarities and 
differences these dogs have.  Please RSVP to dthomas@larpd.org or call the 
Ranger Office at (925) 960-2400. 

Map & Compass 101 at Sycamore Grove Park  

Sunday, July 17th  2pm 

Sycamore Grove Park, Reservable Picnic Area (5035 Arroyo Road)  

Join us and the Livermore Public Library as we learn how to use a map and 
compass for navigation. This is a basic introduction to compasses and maps for 
adults. The Livermore Public Library will provide a recommended book list to 
learn more. Participants can bring their own compasses if they like. Register 
online!  

History.com 

Dora O’Brien 

Dora O’Brien 

Ideas.ted.com 



July Ranger-Led Programs... YOU MUST REGISTER ONLINE  

AT LARPD.ORG 

Sycamore Summer Games  

Saturday, July 9th  12pm  

Sycamore Grove Park, Reservable Picnic Area (5035 Arroyo Road)  

Come out to Sycamore Grove prepared to test your skills in the first annual 
Sycamore Summer Games! We will test your knowledge, speed, creativity, 
observation and beyond in this family-friendly, fun competition. Activities 

may (or may not!) include native American atlatl tossing, scavenger 
hunting, plant and animal identification, fire starting, and underwater 

basket weaving. Ages 7+ recommended.   

Cost: $5  Register online at LARPD.ORG 

Tule Duck Decoy  

Saturday, July 23rd  2pm 

Sycamore Grove Park, Reserve Picnic Area, 5035 Arroyo Road  

Explore the many uses of tule with Ranger Vickie and Ranger 
Lauren as we show you how to create your very own tule duck 

decoy to take home. All supplies will be provided.  

Cost: $10 Register online at LARPD.ORG 

Sycamore Grove Ice Cream Social  

Saturday, July 30th  2pm 

Sycamore Grove Park, Reservable Picnic Area (5035 Arroyo Road)  

Join Ranger Gilbert at Sycamore Groves Reservable Picnic Area where 
we will take the time to relax and cool off with some homemade ice 
cream. We will be making the ice cream ourselves so all necessary 
materials will be provided. You are welcome to bring any special 

toppings that you might like. Register online!  

Cost: $5 Register online at LARPD.ORG Seriouseats.com 

Americanindian.si.edu 

Dora O’Brien 


