Ante-Communion
The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Sunday, May 10, 2020
OPENING SENTENCE
Officiant: Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
COLLECT FOR PURITY
Officiant and People: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Officiant: Let us pray.
COLLECT FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Celebrant and People: Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know
your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way
that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE LESSONS
A Reading from Acts 7:55-60
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand
of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged

him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named
Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.
The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 (Spoken by Whole Verse)
In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge;
let me never be put to shame; *
deliver me in your righteousness.
Incline your ear to me; *
make haste to deliver me.
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,
for you are my crag and my stronghold; *
for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me.
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, *
for you are my tower of strength.
Into your hands I commend my spirit, *
for you have redeemed me,
O LORD, O God of truth.
My times are in your hand; *
rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who persecute me.
Make your face to shine upon your servant, *
and in your loving-kindness save me."
A Reading from 1st Peter 2:2-10
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—if indeed
you have tasted that the Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and
precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: “See,
I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put
to shame.” To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the
builders rejected has become the very head of the corner”, and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock
that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are
a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty
acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now
you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM: “Bless the Lord My Soul”

Susan Hollinger

GOSPEL READING: John 14:1-14
Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there
are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you
may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not
know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and

the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From
now on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be
satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who
dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not,
then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also
do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will
do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me
for anything, I will do it.”
The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
SERMON: “How Can We Know the Way”

Reverend Georgia DuBose

NICENE CREED
Officiant and People: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the
Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE GREAT LITANY
O God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth,
People: Have mercy upon us.
O God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
People: Have mercy upon us.
O God the Holy Ghost, Sanctifier of the faithful,
People: Have mercy upon us.
O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, one God,
People: Have mercy upon us.
Remember not, Lord Christ, our offenses, nor the offenses of our forefathers; neither reward us according to
our sins. Spare us, good Lord, spare thy people, whom thou hast redeemed with thy most precious blood, and
by thy mercy preserve us for ever.
People: Spare us, good Lord.

From all evil and wickedness; from sin; from the crafts and assaults of the devil; and from everlasting
damnation,
People: Good Lord, deliver us.
From all blindness of heart; from pride, vainglory, and hypocrisy; from envy, hatred, and malice; and from all
want of charity,
People: Good Lord, deliver us.
From all inordinate and sinful affections; and from all the deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil,
People: Good Lord, deliver us.
From all false doctrine, heresy, and schism; from hardness of heart, and contempt of thy Word and
commandment,
People: Good Lord, deliver us.
From lightning and tempest; from earthquake, fire, and flood; from plague, pestilence, and famine,
People: Good Lord, deliver us.
From all oppression, conspiracy, and rebellion; from violence, battle, and murder; and from dying suddenly
and unprepared,
People: Good Lord, deliver us.
By the mystery of thy holy Incarnation; by thy holy Nativity and submission to the Law; by thy Baptism,
Fasting, and Temptation,
People: Good Lord, deliver us.
By thine Agony and Bloody Sweat; by thy Cross and Passion; by thy precious Death and Burial; by thy glorious
Resurrection and Ascension; and by the Coming of the Holy Ghost,
People: Good Lord, deliver us.
In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death, and in the day of judgment,
People: Good Lord, deliver us.
We sinners do beseech thee to hear us, O Lord God; and that it may please thee to rule and govern thy holy
Church Universal in the right way,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to illumine all bishops, priests, and deacons, with true knowledge and understanding
of thy Word; and that both by their preaching and living, they may set it forth, and show it accordingly,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to bless and keep all thy people,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to send forth laborers into thy harvest, and to draw all mankind into thy kingdom,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to give to all people increase of grace to hear and receive thy Word, and to bring forth
the fruits of the Spirit,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please thee to bring into the way of truth all such as have erred, and are deceived,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to give us a heart to love and fear thee, and diligently to live after thy commandments,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee so to rule the hearts of thy servants, the President of the United States, and all others
in authority, that they may do justice, and love mercy, and walk in the ways of truth,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to make wars to cease in all the world; to give to all nations unity, peace, and concord;
and to bestow freedom upon all peoples,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to show thy pity upon all prisoners and captives, the homeless and the hungry, and all
who are desolate and oppressed,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to give and preserve to our use the bountiful fruits of the earth, so that in due time all
may enjoy them,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That It may please thee to inspire us, in our several callings, to do the work which thou givest us to do with
singleness of heart as thy servants, and for the common good,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to preserve all who are in danger by reason of their labor or their travel,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to preserve, and provide for, all women in childbirth, young children and orphans, the
widowed, and all whose homes are broken or torn by strife,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to visit the lonely; to strengthen all who suffer in mind, body, and spirit; and to comfort
with thy presence those who are failing and infirm,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to support, help, and comfort all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to have mercy upon all mankind,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to give us true repentance; to forgive us all our sins, negligences, and ignorances; and
to endue us with the grace of thy Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to thy holy Word,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to turn their hearts,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

That it may please thee to strengthen such as do stand; to comfort and help the weak-hearted; to raise up
those who fall; and finally to beat down Satan under our feet,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to grant to all the faithful departed eternal life and peace,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to grant that, in the fellowship of all the saints, we may attain to thy heavenly kingdom,
People: We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
Son of God, we beseech thee to hear us.
People: Son of God, we beseech thee to hear us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
People: Have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
People: Have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
People: Grant us thy peace.
O Christ, hear us.
People: O Christ, hear us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
People: Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Officiant and People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Officiant: O Lord, let thy mercy be showed upon us;
People: As we do put our trust in thee.
Officiant: Let us pray.
Officiant: Almighty God, who hast promised to hear the petitions of those who ask in thy Son’s Name: We
beseech thee mercifully to incline thine ear to us who have now made our prayers and supplications unto thee;
and grant that those things which we have asked faithfully according to thy will, may be obtained effectually,
to the relief of our necessity, and to the setting forth of thy glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Officiant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost,
be with us all evermore. Amen.

THE SUPPLICATION
Officiant: O Lord, arise, help us;
People: And deliver us for thy Name’s sake.
Officiant: O God, we have heard with our ears, and our fathers have declared unto us, the noble works that
thou didst in their days, and in the old time before them.
People: O Lord, arise, help us; and deliver us for thy Name’s sake.
Officiant: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
People: O Lord, arise, help us; and deliver us for thy Name’s sake.
Officiant: From our enemies defend us, O Christ;
People: Graciously behold our afflictions.
Officiant: With pity behold the sorrows of our hearts;
People: Mercifully forgive the sins of thy people.
Officiant: Favorably with mercy hear our prayers;
People: O Son of David, have mercy upon us.
Officiant: Both now and ever vouchsafe to hear us, O Christ;
People: Graciously hear us, O Christ; graciously hear us, O Lord Christ.
Officiant: Let us pray.
Officiant and People: We humbly beseech thee, O Father, mercifully to look upon our infirmities; and, for
the glory of thy Name, turn from us all those evils that we most justly have deserved; and grant that in all our
troubles we may put our whole trust and confidence in thy mercy, and evermore serve thee in holiness and
pureness of living, to thy honor and glory; through our only Mediator and Advocate, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE PRAYERS
Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Officiant: Let us pray.
PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH OF OUR REDEEMER
Officiant and People: Lord Jesus, we pray that you will give us ears to hear, hearts to love, and wills devoted
to serve; that in the days to come this congregation may be known, not for our glory, but for yours alone - a
congregation of people who know the Lord; that this place may be an oasis, a place where people come to
find out about you, where lives are straightened out and made whole, where people find the peace that passes
understanding. Give us, we pray, a heart to desire these things above all else. We pray through Jesus Christ.
Amen.
COLLECT FOR THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH
Officiant and People: Almighty God, you sent your Son Jesus Christ to reconcile the world to yourself: We
praise and bless you for those whom you have sent in the power of the Spirit to preach the Gospel to all
nations. We thank you that in all parts of the earth a community of love has been gathered together by their

prayers and labors, and that in every place your servants call upon your Name; for the kingdom and the power
and the glory are yours for ever. Amen.
A PRAYER FOR HEROIC SERVICE
Officiant and People: O Judge of nations, we remember before you with grateful hearts the people of this
country and other countries who, in this time of crisis, venture much to preserve the blessings we now enjoy.
We ask that all who work while many shelter from the illness the corona virus causes, may be sustained in
health and safety, and know the respect and gratitude of their fellow citizens. We ask in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
PRAYERS FOR OTHERS (Moment of Silence)
BLESSING
Officiant: The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD make His face shine upon you, and be gracious
to you; The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace. And may the blessing of God
Almighty Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Officiant: Alleluia! Go in the peace of our risen Savior, to love and serve all in his Name.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

