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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

To our valued members,
Our 50th year gave way
to various initiatives,
each of which helped
the Society chart its path
forward while contributing
to advocacy efforts,
research and educational
opportunities that
supported our members’
practice and helped us
continue to build a solid
foundation for future
generations to come.

It has been quite a year! 2018 was packed with several occasions to
celebrate, as we honored and reflected on the union of the WOC
practice and the beginning of the WOCN® Society that occurred 50
years ago. Just as the last half-century of the specialty has contributed
to significant milestones that advanced our practice while increasing
patient safety, improving clinical outcomes as well as empowering
generations of nurses, this past year was no different. On behalf of the
WOCN Society Board of Directors, I am pleased to share with you a
collection of select highlights in the Society’s 2018 Year in Review.
Our 50th year gave way to various initiatives, each of which helped the
Society chart its path forward while contributing to advocacy efforts,
research and educational opportunities that supported our members’
practice and helped us continue to build a solid foundation for future
generations to come. Each of these initiatives would not have been
possible if it were not for our dedicated volunteers who lent us the
time, support and expertise to bring each idea and resource to fruition.
I would also like to acknowledge the Society’s accredited Wound,
Ostomy and Continence Nursing Education Programs for continuing to
cultivate, teach and guide our next generation of WOC nurses.
Most importantly, I extend my heartfelt thanks to you, our valued
members. Each of you brings unparalleled quality and value to the lives
of your patients and a dedication to the WOC nursing specialty each
day, year after year. Happy Holidays to you and your loved ones and
best wishes for the year ahead!
Sincerely,
Kelly Jaszarowski, MSN, RN, CNS, CWOCN
WOCN Society President
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WOC Nurse Week 2018
WOC Nurse Week 2018 celebrated five decades of WOC nurses as
experts, leaders and passionate caregivers who improve the lives of
others. This year’s WOC Nurse Week theme, “50 Years of Making
an Impact,” showcased how WOC nurses have brought unparalleled
quality and value to the lives of their patients and highlighted top
defining moments in the history of the WOC nursing practice.
WOC Nurse Week is commercially supported by a
restricted educational grant from Smith & Nephew.

NURSE WEEK VIDEO STATS

57 17
new followers
on Facebook

new followers
on Instagram

14

new followers
on Twitter

13

new followers
on LinkedIn

1,017
visits to wocn.org/
wocnurseweek2018

WOCN Society’s 50th Annual Conference
The WOCN Society celebrated its 50th Annual Conference in Philadelphia, a city built on
history, to commemorate the historic past and recognize the limitless future of the WOC
nursing practice. Thank you to everyone who joined us and helped make this one of our
most successful events yet! We hope you learned a lot, had fun and made memories to
last a lifetime.

17,148 views, 318 shares,
310 likes, 34 comments,
Reached 47,362 people
494 views, 3 likes
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EDUCATION

COMING

Newly Released Publications

SOON

Just as our founding members and volunteers worked hard to develop
educational brochures for the clinician and the patient, the Society
continued to support the WOC practice, our members and the
community at large in 2018 with the release of several updates to
clinical and educational documents and resources. Here are a few of the
updated publications from 2018 and where you can find them:

WOC Nursing Scope and Standards of
Practice, 2nd Edition

Bookstore

Basic Ostomy Skin Care: A Guide for
Patients and Health Care Providers

Document Library

Catheterization of an Ileal or Colon Conduit
Stoma: Best Practice for Clinicians

Document Library

Urostomy Urine Sample Collection
Instruction Card

Document Library

2018 Position Statement: WOCN Registered
Trademark Use Guidelines

Document Library

2018 WOCN/WOCNCB Position Statement:
Entry Level Wound, Ostomy and Continence
Nurse Education and Certification

Document Library

Society volunteers are currently hard at work
on updating additional resources and guidelines
aimed at enhancing our specialty and improving
patient care. Be on the lookout for the following
publications and resources coming in 2019:
• Guideline for Management of Wounds in
Patients with Lower-Extremity Venous Disease
• Medicare Part B Incident To
• Role of the Wound, Ostomy Continence Nurse
or Continence Care Nurse in Continence Care

Did you know?

The WOCN Society’s Document Library contains over 70
documents that have been researched and developed
by leaders in the field of WOC nursing. As a member, you
can access and download each of these digital resources for
free—make sure you are logged into the WOCN Member
Center for additional publications that are exclusively
for members. The Document Library is located under the
Publications tab on wocn.org.

Journal of Wound, Ostomy and
Continence Nursing (JWOCN)
2018 was a year of positive outcomes and growth for the Journal of Wound,
Ostomy and Continence Nursing (JWOCN). Authors from every continent but
Antarctica submitted manuscripts to the Journal. We enjoyed a significant
increase in our 2-year Impact Factor from 1.356 in 2016 to 1.586 in 2017, and a
significant increase in our 5-year Impact Factor to 1.795; the highest the Journal has
ever achieved. These rankings elevated our overall ranking among nursing journals
to 18, extending our legacy and mission as the premier publication for wound,
ostomy and continence practice and research on a national and global stage.  
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PUBLIC POLICY & ADVOCACY

Public Policy & Advocacy
The WOCN Society continues to champion legislation that protects and strengthens
the WOC specialty. We are your voice on Capitol Hill and in legislatures throughout the
United States. The Society is committed to advancing legislative activity that promotes
the benefits of WOC nurse involvement related to pressure injuries, acute and chronic
wounds, ostomy and continence care. Here are some of the 2018 advocacy efforts we
proudly participated in:

WOCN Society Continues Support for the
Lymphedema Treatment Act
The Society continued to ensure passage of this important
legislation this year with grassroots advocacy messages and
co-sponsored letters sent from the Alliance of Wound Care
Stakeholders urging Congress to pass the bill, which reflects
the vision and core tenets of the WOCN Society as a means to
support cost-effective, evidence-based prevention and treatment
of complex wound conditions such as venous leg ulcers (VLUs) and
lymphedema.

WOCN Society Continues to Monitor CMS
Competitive Bidding
As you may recall, President Obama released his proposed
FY-17 budget in March 2016--a provision to expand Medicare’s
Competitive Bidding (CB) program to new product categories.
The budget proposed that inhalation drugs, all prosthetic and
orthotics, and ostomy, tracheostomy and urological supplies
be listed as products subjected to CB. The WOCN Society has
expressed serious concerns with this proposal, as both ostomy
and urological supplies are not well-suited for a competitive bid
program because of their highly customizable nature. The Society
has fought to exclude these products from the program in the past
and will continue to do so in the future.

To date, the Trump Administration has not continued to pursue
the expansion of the CB program. However, the Medicare Payment
and Advisory Committee (MEDPAC), which serves as an advisory
body to Congress on Medicare policy, did include comments on
the CB program in their June report to Congress. The report did
recommend to Congress that they expand the CB program to
additional categories, possibly including ostomy, tracheostomy,
and urological supplies, as they noted outlier payment rates in
these groups when compared to private payers. The Society has
created an evidence-based policy paper, which focuses on the
impact of CB and access to care and supplies, that will be ready for
use if the CB program does move forward.

WOCN Society Partners with Other Nursing
Organizations to Pursue Joint Efforts
In 2018, the Society continued to partner and strengthen ties with
other nursing organizations aimed at pursuing joint initiatives
that support our patients and the WOC practice, including: the
Alliance of Wound Care Stakeholders (The Alliance), the Hospice
and Palliative Nurses Association (HPNA), the Nursing Community
Coalition and the United Ostomy Association of America (UOAA).

Visit wocn.org/publicpolicy for more information.
Visit cqrcengage.com/wocn to take action
on important advocacy efforts.
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BRAND NEW IN 2018

Brand New in 2018
Peristomal Skin
Assessment Guide for
Consumers
Recognizing a need to help
educate individuals living with
an ostomy, the WOCN Society
collaborated with key leaders
in the field of ostomy care and
ostomy influencers to create the
Peristomal Skin Assessment Guide
for Consumers.

Bite Sized Learning CE Sessions

Coming soon! Digital,
downloadable information
cards to print out and hand
to your patients to inform
them about this essential
tool and empower them to
take control of their skin
health.

The guide is a free, easy-touse, mobile tool that provides
basic guidance for teens and
adults living with an ostomy and is an accompanying tool to the
Peristomal Skin Assessment Guide for Clinicians. This additional
resource is designed to help identify common skin problems,
provide next steps for care or management and appropriately
prompt individuals to seek care or support from a WOC nurse or a
nurse specialized in wound, ostomy and continence (NSWOC).
If you haven’t already, be sure to share this innovative tool
with your ostomy patients as a resource to provide them with
additional comfort and support to enhance their quality of life.

This year the Society rolled out a new way to
earn Contact Hours in 30-minutes or less with
3 bite sized learning CE courses. Available in
the Continuing Education Center (CEC), these
courses break down important WOC education
topics into small, easily digestible sessions.

Ostomy Care Associate Program
Similar to the Wound Treatment Associate
(WTA) Program, the WOCN Society developed
the Ostomy Care Associate (OCA) Program
ostomy care associate
as a continuing education program to further
empower WOC specialty nurses and to improve
patient outcomes by enhancing the general ostomy knowledge
for the entire nursing team. The OCA Program is an evidencebased online course that meets international guidelines
for
ostomy care associate
ostomy care and provides 27 Contact Hours for nurses.
The program prepares LPNs, RNs, and other licensed clinicians to
provide optimal care in ostomy, fistula and percutaneous tube
care, under the direction of a WOC nurse, and function as an
ostomy care associate
invaluable extension of any WOC Nurse Team.
Visit wocn.org/OCAProgram to learn more.

To use the guide, visit: psag.wocn.org.

WOCTalk Podcast Channel
As clinical experts, leaders and passionate
caregivers, it can sometimes be a
challenge to find the time to stay up-todate on the latest healthcare advances,
WOC
TA L K
industry news and education. The WOCN
Society recognizes that WOC nurses have
limited time during, and even after their
Visit wocn.org/
working hours, and we are dedicated to
podcast to listen to
finding new ways to help support your
current episodes
practice-- that is why we rolled out
and subscribe so
our new podcast channel, WOCTalk.
you never miss an
WOCTalk is your opportunity to learn
episode!
more about advocacy, education,
and research that supports the practice and delivery of expert
healthcare to individuals with wound, ostomy, and continence
care needs—in a new, easily digestible format.
WOUND, OSTOMY AND CONTINENCE NURSES SOCIETY™

If you think you’d be a good guest for an upcoming episode, you
have an idea to share with us, or you would like your questions
or issues addressed in an upcoming episode of WOCTalk, send an
email to podcast@wocn.org.

Additional Annual
Conference Education
Rebroadcast Sessions
The Society once again selected three
ostomy sessions to rebroadcast for free
in 2018. Each session featured a live
Q&A period with the presenters, and
participants earned Contact Hours upon successful completion.
While Contact Hours were only available to those who watched
each session live, you can still view the content from these
sessions in the Webcasts section of the CEC (no Contact Hours
included).
VisitSkin
wocncec.org
for more information.
Peristomal
Assessment

Guide for Clinicians

Developed in partnership with Hollister Incorporated

The WOCN Society would like to thank
its Diamond Level Supporter, Hollister
Incorporated, for their generous support of
providing educational grants for the Peristomal
Skin Assessment Guide for Consumers, Annual
Conference Education Rebroadcast and the
Ostomy Care Associate Program.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

The Future of WOC Nursing
Future is Bright Award
The WOCN Society is vested in its future and the future of the WOC specialty. For the first time
this year, the Society presented an award, titled The Future is Bright, at our 50th Annual Conference
in Philadelphia. This award was created to recognize a new WOC nurse within the first 5 years of
practice who is tri-specialty certified and who exemplifies the scope of WOC nursing practice as
defined in the 2nd edition of “WOC Nursing: Scope and Standards of Practice”.

Fund the Future
Educational training and clinical practice are essential to the
challenging, multi-faceted role of a WOC nurse and, as the demand
for WOC nurses increases, it is vital that we equip the profession
to respond to and meet any and all future challenges. Due to the
ever-growing need for WOC nurses, the Society launched a new capital campaign, “Fund the Future”. This
campaign aims to raise funds to provide financial support to nurture future WOC nurses as they seek
additional education to grow their knowledge and advance their careers. Learn more or donate today by
visiting foundation.wocn.org.

Coming soon! Digital,
downloadable information
cards to print out and hand
to individuals, encouraging
them to donate to our
important cause and help
grow the specialty of WOC
nursing.

Thank you to the following individuals who contributed to our Fund the Future campaign in 2018*:
Gina Alessia

Patricia Burke

Jane Fellows

Youngran Lee

Therese Pare

Charlotte Allen

Nancy Burke

Dorothy Georges

Donna Loehner

Darcie Peterson

Hyeon-Kyeong
Andreasen

Melanie Conley

Mary Green

Diana Lukaszka

Merry Previte

Morgan Cook

Sharon Hornbuckle

Donna Martin

Julianne Rece

Lisa Corbett

Sandra Hughes

Patricia McKenzie

Anna Shnayder

Bernie Cullen

Kelly Jaszarowski

Laurie McNichol

Molly Stetzer

Angie Doan

Helen Jenkins

Barbra Moens

Carol Benton

Vanessa Drake

Andrea Johnson

Glenda Motta

Christine Berke

Kevin Emmons

Jane Johnson

Chao Moua

Phyllis Bonham

Rosemarie Encabo

Diane Krasner

Rose Murphree

Mary Brennan

Margaret Englisch

Kathleen Lawrence

Sandra Nagle

Agnes Brugger

Margaret Falconio-West

Lauren LeBlanc

Debra Netsch

Amy Buchanan

Sandra Fasing

Brenda Leake

Joyce Norman

Malgorzata Arnold
Mary Arnold-Long
Melissa Ayer
Jacqueline Bangert

Lori Thomas
Carolyn Watts
Ann Williams
Stephanie Yates
Estelle Zanotti
Nicolette Zuecca
Wood/MacMillan
Charitable Fund

Thank you to Coloplast for helping to “Fund the Future” by supporting the preparation of future WOC nurses through an
unrestricted educational grant.

*Please note: This list of donors is not all encompassing and only includes individuals who chose to be acknowledged and made contributions before
December 12, 2018. Additional donors who contributed after this date will be included in the WOCN Society’s Year in Review 2019.
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COMING SOON

Coming in 2019
WOCNext
Did you know that the WOCN Society’s Annual Conference is now WOCNext? WOCNext is an event for WOC nurses and other healthcare
professionals dedicated to providing expert care to patients with wound, ostomy and continence care needs. This year, the education at
WOCNext is as well rounded as our attendees; spanning across specialties, care settings, and patient populations with the goal of creating
important topical sessions that apply to everyone. This important shift was made possible to allow each learner the opportunity to gain
necessary education to treat the “whole patient” at every step of their healthcare journey. With nearly 60 speakers and over 50 sessions to
choose from, attendees will leave WOCNext with diverse knowledge and insights into how to best identify, care for, and overcome some of
the most challenging issues facing their patient populations. From networking opportunities, schedule flexibility, varied educational formats
and increased opportunities for product knowledge, there is something for everyone at WOCNext 2019!

Network with more
than
professionals from
different
over
countries

20+

Earn
continuing
education
credits

2,000

20

e you
We hop us at
will joinxt 2019
e
WOCN shville,
in Na ee, from
s
Tennes 23-26!
June

Choose from
educational
sessions offered
in 30, 60 and
90-minute time slots

55+

2019

60

150

Personalize your product knowledge
experience and increase your interactions
with exhibitors by taking advantage of
extra exhibit hall hours set aside for
appointments

one-on-one

June 23-26, 2019 • Music City Center • Nashville, TN

For more information, visit our new event website at

Visit with up to
exhibiting
companies

Hear from
nearly
speakers

wocnext.org.

Body Worn Absorbent Product Guide
In October of 2017, the Society hosted a consensus conference on body worn absorbent products.
Given the significant lack of available evidence on the proper use of these products, the Society
convened a group of continence care experts to assess gaps in the evidence base and obtain consensus
in needed areas. The goal of the consensus conference was to develop evidence-and consensus-based
statements that result in the development of a manuscript (published in JWOCN, May/June 2018) and
ultimately, an evidence-and-consensus-based clinical decision tool around this concept. This clinical
tool, The Body Worn Absorbent Product Guide, is expected to debut in the Summer of 2019.
The 2017 Consensus Conference and The Body Worn Absorbent Product Guide were
supported by an unrestricted educational grant from Domtar Personal Care.

Online CE Course for the Peristomal Skin
Assessment Guide for Clinicians
A new continuing education course focusing on the Peristomal Skin Assessment Guide for
Peristomal
Skin Assessment
Clinicians
is currently
in development. The course will provide free CE credits and will be hosted
Guide
for Clinicians
on
the HealthStream
platform. More information will be available sometime in 2019.
Developed in partnership with Hollister Incorporated

This course is being developed via an unrestricted
educational grant from Hollister Incorporated.

Peristomal Skin Assessment
Guide for Clinicians
Developed in partnership with Hollister Incorporated
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THANK YOU

Thank You to Our 2018
Corporate Members!
11 Health & Technology LLC

EZ Debride

Next Science LLC

3M

Freedom Medical

Nu-Hope Laboratories, Inc.

Alpha Tekniko

Frontier Therapeutics

Osborn Medical Corp

Amelia Health Partners

Genairex

Pensar Medical

Amniox Medical

H2ORS, Inc

Precision Fabrics Group

Arjo

Hartmann USA, Inc

Principle Business Enterprises

Austin Medical Products, Inc.

HDIS, Inc.

Pure and Clean LLC

B. Braun Medical

Healogics

RedDress Ltd

Bard Medical

Hill-Rom

Safe n Simple

Birchwood Laboratories

Hollister Incorporated

Sage Products

Bruin Biometrics, LLC

HoverTech International

Shield Healthcare

BSN Medical

Hy-Tape International

SIGVARIS

Byram Healthcare

Innovacyn Inc.

Sizewise

Calmoseptine

Inotec AMD Inc

Smith & Nephew

Cardinal Health

Intensive Therapeutics

Southwest Technologies

Celularity

KCI an Acelity Company

Standard Textile

Coloplast

L&R USA Inc

Stomagienics, Inc

Comfort Medical

Leaf Healthcare

Stomaplex LLC

Conni USA/Prism Health Services LLC

LINET Americas

Stratice Healthcare

ConvaTec Inc.

Marlen Manufacturing

The Parthenon Company

Crawford Healthcare

MED5LLC/Stomacloak

Torbot Group

Dabir Surfaces

Medela LLC

Trinity Guardion

Domtar Personal Care

MediUSA

UI Medical LLC

Edgepark Medical Supplies (a Cardinal

Medline Industries, Inc.

Urgo Medical, LLC

Health Company)

Milliken Healthcare Products, LLC

VATA, Inc.

EHOB

MiMedx

Walgreen Health Solutions

Encompass Group

MIP Inc

WilMarc Medical

Ethos Therapy Solution

Molnlycke Health Care

WoundWise IQ

ETS Wound Care LLC

NB Products, Inc.

Zoni LLC
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1120 Route 73
Suite 200
Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054
wocn.org
info@wocn.org

Happy Holidays
FROM THE
WOCN SOCIETY!

