
New Mexico Food & Agriculture Policy Council
Membership Agreement

Members are encouraged to participate in the work of the NM Food & Agriculture Policy Council (Policy 
Council) and its committees. Members, by attending and deliberating at the meetings and gatherings, agree in 
good faith, to participate and act in accordance with the Policy Council’s Governance Document.

By filling out the online form, members agree to the mission, purposes, values, and decision-making processes 
of the Policy Council. Members may join as an individual, organization or as an agency, and shall participate in 
at least two (2) Policy Council meetings per year. 

Rights and Responsibilities of Members
The rights of members are to:
1.  Create new and innovative ideas and plans for food and agricultural systems and support the advocacy of 

selected policy issues.
2.  Be present and vote for the members of the Governing Board at the annual meeting.
3.  Help to maintain the direction, purposes and goals, functions, and responsibilities of the Policy Council 

through participation and deliberations.
4.  Attend in at least two (2) Policy Council meetings per year.

As general evidence of my commitment, I agree to do the following:
1) Read and agree to following the guidelines stated in NMFAPC's Governance Document (following).
2) Read minutes, reports and newsletters to keep abreast of Policy Council decisions/activities.
3) Actively participate in the development and implementation of all plans and strategic efforts.
4) Attend and actively engage in Policy Council meetings.
5) Attend and support the major Policy Council events. 
6) Keep Policy Council informed of our organization’s related activities
7) Support the Policy Council by donating time, sharing resources or providing other financial support as I am 

able.
8) Pay annual membership fees in accordance with the current fee structure and timeline. Membership fees are 

due by July 31 of each year.

Please see the Governance Document starting on the next page, which is related to this agreement.





Purpose: 
The NM Food and Agriculture Policy Council is initiated to: 

• Broaden the discussion of issues to examine more comprehensively the food and agriculture
systems, and how federal, state and local government and public bodies shape the food system.

• Focus on equitable food access, production, distribution, and consumption issues through a
value chain philosophy.

• Create a forum by which people and the public, in conjunction with institutions involved in
food and agricultural systems, including government, can meet to learn more about what each
one does and consider how their actions impact other parts of the systems.

• Strive to balance a safe, nutritious, affordable and adequate food supply for all New Mexicans
that will prevent food insecurity and hunger.

• Strive for fair food and agricultural systems that supports the needs of producers and
consumers economically, culturally, environmentally, and socially

• Advocate for selected food and agricultural policy issues in various forums and venues.
• Coordinate education and outreach activities, and events as designated by the Policy Council.

IV. Values Statement

A just, equitable, and sustainable food system is one that provides physical, economic and community 
health; regenerates, protects, and respects natural resources and animals; and ensures that all people 
live with dignity and freedom from oppression and exploitation. 
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To achieve this the Policy Council must: 
• Encourage the leadership, decision making, and community self -determination of small and 

medium scale farmers, ranchers, farm workers, food chain workers, Indigenous peoples, low
income people, women, and communities of color;

• Change policies, systems and institutional practices to target resources and benefits towards 
historically disinvested communities with particular attention to the health and well-being of all 
people in these communities;

• Support systems and policies that promote resilient local food and farm economies grounded in 
sustainable agriculture and just distribution of economic benefits;

• Practice environmental stewardship; and,
• Respect and sustain cultural and Indigenous food traditions.

Engaging in racial and social equity work is a journey and is not linear. As practitioners the Policy 
Council learns, practices, reflects and repeats. The Policy Council recognizes the need for adaptations 
as its members encounter new perspectives and additional information. As such, this statement is a 
"living framework" to be reviewed and amended as we gain new understandings. 

The viewpoints and consultations of diverse groups, agencies, organizations, and policy makers, 
provide the greatest potential for sharing, learning, and developing policies that benefit our food 
system, enhance our local economies, honor our social integrity, and value our environment and its 
resources. 

The Policy Council members compose a network of like-minded organizations and coalitions striving 
to fulfill the goal of racial and social equity within food, farming, and ranching systems. The Policy 
Council members hold each other accountable to these values and work together to collaboratively 
address equity including and not limited to gender, racial, social, and economic issues that affect our 
communities and those we represent. 
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V. Guiding Principles for Decision-Making

In keeping with our purposes and reflecting our implicit values, we recognize and support the following 
principles in our decision making: 

1. "Conflict Resolution:" Conflict is a predictable result of collaboration and provides positive
benefits when it is cooperatively resolved. If conflict arises the Policy Council will use
consensus to move forward.

2. "Consensus and Decision Making:" Decisions that advance the work and efforts of the Policy
Council will be made by consensus and general agreement by all participating whenever
possible. This principle stresses a cooperative development of a decision with group members
working together in good faith. It requires that all present avoid obstruction in a common search
for agreement. Our consensus does not require complete unanimity in order to be a decision
accepted by the Policy Council. If there is not unanimity, those who dissent will stand aside.
(See the next section VI on consensus regarding legislative policy issues for which the Policy
Council will support and advocate.)

3. "Full Disclosure, Accountability, and Transparency:" The Policy Council depends on the open
and honest sharing of information; analysis that looks with a critical eye into systemic issues in
the food and agriculture systems that are developed with accuracy, clarity, and accessibility.
This principle seeks to generate the most opportunity for both individuals and the community as
a whole and to advance the work and efforts of the Policy Council.

4. "Participation and Decision Making:" The Policy Council values the contributions of all that
choose to commit to participation in the purposes and work of the Council. The Policy Council
wants to develop and improve procedures that encourage community participation in the
education, deliberation and decision making processes. Democratic ethics are at the base of
decision making. We will attempt to include as many members as possible through the use of
technology and electronic voting.

VI. The Process for Selecting Legislative and Policy Priorities - Timeline for Deliberation and
Selection for the Current Year

The Policy Council identifies four primary roles throughout the year, during legislative sessions, and 
interim committees: (1) the support and advocacy before pertinent forums and committees on policy 
issues that are introduced as bills and appropriations; (2) the consideration of policy alternatives, that 
arise from the Policy Council's knowledge of the workings of the food and agriculture systems, (3) the 
gathering and gleaning, through a process of open discussion, review and analysis, from its members 
and other credible sources, for the selection of issues for support and advocacy and for placement on 
the tiers outlined below, and (4) the education of the Council members and the general public about 
food and agriculture issues at state and federal levels. 

1. Early Spring Meeting
After the legislative session ends and the Governor has acted upon the submitted bills, the Policy 
Council convenes for its early spring meeting. This meeting initiates the Policy Council's deliberative 
process for the coming year. It's purpose is to review the outcomes of Policy Council bills and 
appropriations, next steps for bills and appropriations that passed, and identify the reasons for those 
that failed during the session or were vetoed by the Governor. This meeting will be open for 
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