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2019 State Legislative Overview

 Overall Conciliatory Tone among 
leaders

 Not a good session for VISIT Florida
 Home Rule still under attack
 Rather smooth for Transportation

– Couple of touch-and-go issues during 
session

 This presentation:
– Key Bills
– The Budget



Key Transportation Bills

 HB 5:  Discretionary Sales Surtaxes 
 HB 107:  Use of Wireless Communications 

Devices While Driving
 HB 341:  Motor Vehicles and Railroad Trains
 HB 385:  Transportation 
 HB 453:  Micromobility Devices and Motorized 

Scooters
 HB 611:  Motor Vehicle Racing
 HB 905 :  Department of Transportation
 SB 7068:  Public Financing of Construction 

Projects



Key Transportation Bills

 HB 5:  Discretionary Sales 
Surtaxes 

 Sales Tax Referendums must be on general 
election ballots.

 180 days prior to referendum, must submit a 
notice to the Office of Program Policy 
Analysis and Government Accountability.



Key Transportation Bills

 HB 107:  Use of Wireless 
Communications Devices 
While Driving

 Ban on texting while driving.
 Changes from Secondary to Primary 

Offense.
 Effective October 1st.

 Actual tickets begin January 1st.

 Other uses of hand-held electronic devices 
OK.
– Except in School and Work Zones.



Key Transportation Bills

 HB 341:  Motor Vehicles and 
Railroad Trains

 Deals with crashes between trains and 
automobiles.

 Only have to interview persons who actually 
saw something.



Key Transportation Bills

 HB 385:  Transportation 
 Title is misleading. 

– Call this the Miami-Dade bill.
 Only affects Miami-Dade.



Key Transportation Bills

 HB 453:  Micromobility Devices 
and Motorized Scooters

 General intent was to treat scooters the 
same as bicycles.

 Preserves local control over where scooters 
can go.

 Max speed of 20 MPH.
 Vendors must secure scooters in advance of 

tropical storms or hurricanes.



Key Transportation Bills

 HB 611:  Motor Vehicle Racing
 Allows officers to make an arrest for street 

racing.
 Still a misdemeanor offense.



Key Transportation Bills

 HB 905 :  Department of 
Transportation

 Deals with local aggregate specifications.
 Contractors bidding on projects above $50M 

must have previously completed two $15M 
projects.

 Raises Small County threshold from 170K to 
200K population.



Key Transportation Bills

 SB 7068:  Public Financing of 
Construction Projects

 AKA: The toll road bill, MCORES, etc.
 More than transportation
 Three Corridors identified.
 Task Force – report due 10/01/2020
 Construction by 12/31/2022
 Open to traffic by 12/31/2030
 Includes $135M per year additional funding.



Proposed 2020 Budget – SB 2500

 Not yet presented to Governor
– Subject to line item veto

 $91.1B Statewide Budget
 113,000 State Employees
 $21.1B for Education
 Up $242 per student
 $33M for State Land Purchasing
 $200M for Sadowski Housing Fund
 $1.85B for Hurricane Michael recovery
 $682 for Water Quality and Protection



Proposed 2020 Budget

Transportation $10.8B (Trust 
Fund)

 6212 State Employees
 $85M of Earmarks
 Last Year was $150M ($50 after vetoes)
 Legislature and Governor seem to trust 

Transportation
 Track Record of Accomplishments



Getting the Newsletter?

If No, 
See me!



Let’s Talk Earmarks
• More harm than good
• Bypasses the MPO Project Priorities
• Undermines your process
• Takes money away from YOU!!!!
• Governor’s Line Item Veto – Gone!!!

Earmarks = Bad Idea
No Earmarks



Thank You!!


